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5 Driraseer rest of GOD to 


5 Arrak ſhewing 
Growth of Infidelity, and the likelieſt Method 


Mankind, in the Order, in which my 
lie! „% C nent 
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Nature and Scripiure: 
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to put a Stop to aug . 


la PPENDIX. Teving, That God adopted] 


- Abrabam to the Inheritance of eternal Life , Gen. 


xii. 2, 3. Xxii. 17, 18. L . 


MXNNERS, ſpake unto the Fathers by the Prophets, hach in 


ADAM, who was THE SON: OFGOD, Luke iii. 38. 

The SONS OF GOD faw the DAUGHTERS OF MEN. 
Gen. vi. 2. 

They which are of Faith, the ſame ate he 0 HILDREN OF 
ABRAHAM; Gal. iii. 7. 

Nel is my SON, even my firtt BORN, Exod. iv. 22.) 
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God who at 8 UNDRT TIMES, AND TN TDIVars| 
; theſe lat Days "ſpoken unto us by his Son, Heb. i. x, 2 * 
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-- Saying, unto thee will I give the Land of CANAAN, the Lorſ . 
ot your INHERITANCE; Pfaz. cv. 11 + 
xe ste the CHILDREN oi the PROPHETS, 44, iii. a3. 
„e ae A L L the CHILDREN OF GOD BY FAITHIN * 
| SALE TRSUL Gal. iii. 26. 1 
I And if ze be CHRIS T's, then are ye AB BRAHAMs SEED, . 
and Heirs according to the Promiſe, Gall iii. 2 : i 
And are the Sons of God, being the SONS OF THE RESUR: 4 
1 | RECTION, Luke t 36. — | 
Be hold what Manner of Love the Father bath beſtowed upon us,, 5 
that we mou: d be called the Sons of God. -- Beloved, now are wei 
the Song ol God, and it doth not yet appear hat we ball be z but! 
we know, THAT WHEN HE APPEARETH, WE] | 
A SHALL BR &1KE HIM, + Joby BLWP- > 3 
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ET ſeems. to be a prevail, 
nion, that Deiſm gets 
among thinking and virtuous. 
Men; — — many 
. ccellent Tratis that Bave aßp—- 
> peared of late in Defence of _ 
Chriſtianity, by. bringing together the exter= 
nat Eeidence there is for it, and ſupporting. 3 
i aint the: Exceptions: hat Baue been mat . ol 
at Epidence. — 


4 


I muſt feeds be very fa Fi Felievers 70 8 
0 der, what may be the Cauſes.of ſo. ftrange. 
and. threatning an ab . fino the . 

. thoroughly. appr e 
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7 am g ble, There are fine. Rf a | 
think much Enquiry about this Matter alto- 


gether necdleſs ; ſatisfying themſeloes with | 


 Teſoloing the Growth of Deiſm into God's di- 
hivering Men ap to a reprobate Senſe, who | 
don't care to retain the Knowledge of him in 


their Minds, But I muff take Liberty to ſay, 


that theſe Perſons entirely miſtake the Enqui- 
ry ; which is not about the Growth of Deiſm 
among careleſs, ſcofſmg, and vitious ; but among 
7hought ful a air tuors Men * 
p am ſen ſible ton thors arb #berks who 1 
; tend of glu 1 this” Entuiry, 
ao nothing more than inveigh againſt Liberty, 
. (the Glory of the Age we live in) and the In- 
quiſit roetieſs and Freedom of Debate whith it 
— — the great Advatizemens | 
Learning Tr rub. a mm 
allowed" to theſe —— © I that | 
wha don't think. at ul about Religion, 
Hor be Diifts i But neither li they be Belle. 5 
r. They may indeed haue thetFaith ef 
Srone (that ic, no Disbelief f any Thing) 
on the "Faith of. a. Purrot (hat i, Words. 


without Ideas) but cannot have the ratimal. 


Fuith of u Man, thut is, a Belief vf the 
1 Dijagr ee. | 
on 'whnt... ave" 70 \appre-. 

| | HOES T efts: — | 


Aren le Wankout with Thing NE eg are and © 


let Unbelievers be among un; in oruir to hace 
8. * and mor be 2 angry or di e. 
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that Dtiſm grows, provided that a rational 
#aith'grows: along with it. For it is a mach 
per State to bave the Number of rational 

Hehevers increaſe in a Nation, together with 
a Number of Deiſts, than to have all Peo- 
ple ſceptical, or entirely careleſs and inſenfible 
about ihe Matter. That is, it is better ta 


Bade 4 Nation made up of. rational Believers. 


and of Disbeliecers, than of nominal Belic= 
_ vers only (whether they are ſceptical or cares 
Heſs; or inſenfible) ꝛcho are really no Believers 
at all. Fur to ſay otberwiſe, is to ſay, that 


n Believers are better than ſome Believers. _ 
But to come cloſer to the Enquiry, for abe 


fake of thoſe who are willing io enter into it; 
Z muſt lay this. as a Foundation in it, that nd 


Man, :who believes there is a God, and does 


but at all ræflett on what follows from that: 
Belief, can bring himſelf to think, that God 
has not Ways to impart more — 
as, han we can arrive at by the bare 
ihe Faculties be bas given us: Or to'avubt; 
whether Mankind has not been, is not, and 
will uot be, in ſuch Circumſtances, in which 
it may have been, ts, and will be very” ſait- 
able tu the Miſaum and Goodneſs of Go, to 
impart more Knowledge to them, than they 
cam arrive at by the bare Uſe of their Facut= 


Hes, the better to enable them to diſcharge the 


Duties they owe ro Lim, themſelces, and ome 
anotber-: Ur in other Words," to att apcordtin 


0 the Truth ef Things, and conſequently" . 
R To 
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cording to the true Maxims of their own: 


1 and the Happineſs of others. 
And rational Beings can only be better ena- 


pled to all this, by ſuch Knowledge being im- 
| hom to them, as may aſſiſt them under the 


Neakneſs of their Reaſon, (from their ſhort 


and narrow Views of Things) and againſt 
the Strength of their Appetites and Paſſions. 
Every conſidering Man therefore muff: ſees 


that if God is pleaſed to impart more Knows- 
ledge to Mankind, than. their Faculties will. 
diſcover to them, it muſt be to this Purpoſe ; 


fmce ſuch 2 Difcovery alone is conſiſtent with 


his Wiſdom and Goodneſs; or with. that 


prior Knowledge he bas given us, by the bare. 


Uſe: of our Faculties, and by. the Opportuni- 


ties be has vouchſafed us for the Exerciſe of 
And as no Man can reaſonably receive any 


Thing, as a Revelation from God, conſidered 
as the Governor of the World, that bas not- 
evidently theſe Gharatters and Tendencies; ſo 
uo Man can reaſonably reject any Thing as ſuch. 


24 Revelation that has them, and that has no 


others, inconſiſtent with them. . MIT 
Revelation therefore appearing clearly in 
the Times of the Apoſtles, (when. it was beſt 
underfiood) with theſe Charafters and Ten- 
dencies, and being ſupported by other inter- 
nal, and by the ſtrongeſt external; Evidence; 
efered tothe, Senſes of thoſe to: whom it war 


Propoſed ; and ile Apoſtles being at hand.to. 
* DR ; : 0 lear 
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thear up any Difficulty that might ariſe 
againſt it, it is no wonder that none then 
could disbelieve or doubt of it ; though but too 
. many refusd to live up to its Precepts, and 
 profeſs'd to rejeòt it, purely becauſe they pre- 
ferr'd their Luſts and Paſfons to Virtue and 
Holineſs, and to eternal Life, which Reve- 
lation propos'd as the Motive to deny the one, 
and: to purſue the other. But in this they 
were firſt ſelf-condemn' d, afterwards their 
Conſciences became ſeared as with a red hot 
Iron, and they themſelves at laſt were given 
up to believe a Lie. 
Bat in after Times Things came under a 
very different Confideration. For Revelation 
could not be ſo well underſtood, when the Apo- 
files ceas&d to be its Miniſters : Eſpecially if 
their Doctrine was corrupted by others. Nor 
could the Proof that their pure Doctrine real- 
ty was their Doctrine, or that it was ſo at- 
teſted, as it purports to be, be ſo ftrong in 
after Times, as it was in their Times; ſmce 
the Proof in all . agg Times muſt be madly 7 
an Appeal to the Reaſon of Mankind only, 
and not to their Senſes. | | 
We have now more Difficulties to get at the 
true Senſe and Meaning of Revelation, than 
attends any Piece of the greateſt Antiquity; 
and we have none of the Illuminated or Inſpi- 
red to reſort to under this Difficulty. _ 
' Inflead of that Aſſiſtance, wwe have many 
gnneceſſary Difficulties flung in our ws 
3 N c- 


4 ' 


vill Tbe Pnnnach 
Several of the Patrons of Revclation bavze 


laid more weight upon it than it can bear. 


For whereas Revelation, as it was delivered 
by Patriarchs or Prophets, by Chrift or his 


p Apoſtles, was only propoſed in Aid of —_— | 


Religion, and recommended as highly uſeful ; 
many ſince hace inſiſted, that it 1s rag 
neceſſary; not barely to give us a Title, ou 
which we may claim eternal Life, as eternal 
Liſe is deſcribed in Scripture, (which may be 


juſtly ſaid according to the Doctrine of Rede- 


lation) but to ſecure Men from eternal Dam- 


nation, and to obtain any degree of the Favour. 


of God in another World. But as ſoon as 
Perſons, towhom Revelation is recommended as 
thus abſolutely neceſſary, come to ſee, that it is 


wor ſo, nor can't be ſo; as they ſoon will; it 
may very eaſily happen, that they will not 


trouble their Heads any more about it; aud 
finding the Opinion, that it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, a great Extreme, may, without think- 
ing. cher: (as indeed they ought) run into 


another, (as is but too common in theſe Caſes,) 


and think it entirely uſeleſs. _ un 
Other Aduicates for Revelation, who hare 


underſtood it better than the former, have in- 


deed pleaded for it only as uſeful ; but many 
of them in explaining the main Uſe it is of, 
Ban not ſhewn- wherein its great Uſefujneſs 
conſiſts, as the Apoſtles always did. I muſs 
needs ſay, I cannot but think the rational 


Divines, as. they are called, very faulty 8 n 
. | 2 | HS 


EF pes You ** a 47 
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this Head; not to mention others. For 
they, having conſidered Revelation, as de- 
ſigned to do nothing, but to give a freſh Pub- 
lication of natural Religion, make it of littic 


0 Uſe now to any but the Mob (whatever it 


might be of at the Periods in which it was 
made) nor of any great Uſe to' them neither. 
But every one will eaſily fee, that the ſmking 
the Uſe of Revelation ſo low, is no ways ſuit- 
able to all the Apparatus of Revelation: Eſpe- 
cially of the laſt and moſt perfect Revelation 
which God made by his Son; who in order 
thereto took Fleſh, 4 ed on the Croſs, roſe from 
the Dead, and aſcended into Heaven, and 
Bad all Power conferrd upon him, till the 

 Conſummation of ail Things. The peculiar 
Doctrines of Revelation can never be the Du- 
ties of natural Religion; as they have been 
too much ſuppoſed to be by theſe Divines ; bus 
i FDotirines to aſſiſt us to perform them. In 
1 what way Revelatim does this, will be the 
1 Buſmeſs of the following Eſſay ; and thither 
therefore the Reader muſt be referr d; in the 
31 mean Time this Miſtake (and which unhap- 
pily for Revelation has been but too common) 
perhaps has had almoſt as bad an Effeft as 
the former; and made thoſe to whom Revela- 
tion has been only recommended by a very low, 
or by an intirely miſplaced Uſefulneſs, from 
ſeeing it to be of little Conſequence, or its Uſe- 
fulneſs wrong placed, either to reject Revela- 
tion, or at leaſt think no farther about it. ' 
a 
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= 5 1 But hens too, that Nen oo 
ufter d wery much from a too partial Conſidęe- 
ww of - od 115 ſee 1 T5 
_ trons of Revelation apply themſelves wholly 
zo the Explication and Defence of Chriſti- 
aànity, they preſently conclude, that the Pa- 
trons of thoſe Voctrines have but an indifferent 
Opinion of the Old Teſtament, and that tis 
for that Reaſon, they don't ſet themſelæes to 
confider it. Whereas Chriſtianity is but the 
Taft Link in a Chain of Truth, that conſiſts of | 
ſeveral others. And he that pretends to ſhew 
a Chain of Truth, muſt ſhew not one Link en- 
ly, but ſeveral ; and ſhew that they are link- 
ed with the firſt, and with one another. 
But yet Revelation has ſaffered much more 
from another Quarter than any of theſe that 
hace already mentioned. For though 10 
Knowledge, as has been already obſerved, can 
be ſuppos'd to come from God, as the Gover- 


nor of the World, that is not of common Uſe ' 


and Advantage to Mankind, yet Pretences 
10 Rezelation being ſo capable of ſerving pri- 
date and ſelfiſh Ends, (itterly inconſiſtent with 

all Happineſs that is as high and unmixd 
as we are capab;e of, and muſt laſt as long as 
our Beings, or that may add to the Happineſs 
of others) Men q ambitious and coretous 
Minas hate nat wnly in all Ages pretended to 


Revelations, which they necer had, in order 
do accompliſh their baſe aud wicked Deſigns ; 
but have ſo miſrepreſemed the Recelation 


W vo ww 


7 ˙ A ht > tn 


da. WS wo: "= 


 wſurp'd oppreſſive Powers to ſupport it : 
Much leſs 2 pretend, that the whole 


calculated only to raiſe an higb Domination, 
Power and Profit to themſelces, or to any Be- 


On the other Hand, they recommended Reve- 
lation t0 their Hearers, by reaching clearly 


ed by the” Demonſtration of the Spirit, and af 
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that is from God, as to make it more incon- 
feſtent with all the Characters and Ends of a 


divine Revelation, than any of the counterfeit 
Revelations, that have gain d Credit in any + 
Age of. the World. Theſe Men have debaſed 
Revelation from being the moſt rational and 
aſeful Diſcocery, into one that is almoſt 


| equal, ly abfurd, and more Pernicions, than 


any other religious Forgery or Impoſture what- 


' foever : Whereby they hace made ſome well 


diſpoſed Men not only reject it, but become 


keen and bigotted againſt it. The Apoſtles 


laid no fuch ſtumbling Blocks in the Way of 
thoſe who were diſpoſed to receive Revelation. 


They were free from all Enthuſiaſm, ntteF d no 


Fargo, 2 5 10 Abfurdities and Contra- 
diftions: They usd no Charms, or Spells, 


added 10 idle F vpp eries t0 Religim, nor any 


coftly | Decorations : : Nor pretended 70 any 


of Revelation was made np of theſe, or of any 
one of them. They renounced all theſe Things, 
and every other Hidden Art of Diſboneſty, 


lieters that were ts foltozo them, on the Ruins 
of the Senſe, Freedom and Property of others. 


the unſophiſticared Mord of Cod; accompani- + 
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be Pxnzanaen 
| * Power ; and by approving themſelves, through 
Ibe greateſt Humility, Meehneſe, Diligence, 
Courage, Patience and Succeſs, to every 
Mlaän's Conſcience, in the Sight of Gd. 
\- * Theſe Things which 1 have mentioned ap- 
Petar to me to be the Diffitulties that prevent 
* tbe virtuous Deiſts from receiving Revelati- 
con, either as thoſe Difficulties ariſe from Re- 
 oelation it ſelf, as it is now circumſlanc d, or 
rom the Miſtakes its Patrons have made in 
recommending, or in explaining it. We have 
 #0w indeed the Bible before us, and may 
thereby clear Revelation from all theſe Mi- 
| flakes; we may ſee on what Foot it recom- 
mend it ſelf to our Conſideration, and what it 
really is. But here Men meet. with Difficul- 
ties in themſelves, and which are far from 
being leſſened by the Miſreprefentations I have 
juſt now mentioned. Fur it is certain, that 
0 get at the true Senſe of the Bible, ax it is a 
conſiſtent Syſtem of uſeful Knowledge, there 
muſt go great Leiſure, Care and Ability. 
And yet ſtill Revelation is rejected by ſome 
well diſpoſed Men, who want none of theſe, 
without ſo much as looking into it: The Rea- 
ſon of which is, that they take it for granted, 
that that is the View and the Senſe of Reve- 
lation, which ſome of its Profeſſors aud In- 
terpreters have put upon it. It is certain 
this is far from being any Inſtance of their 
good Diſpoſitions. However , whilſs from 
theſe Miſrepreſentations, they think it either 
ELDEST” Co TYRE "onus 


*piſeleſs of pernicious, they will perhaps think 
* gbemſelves under no more Obligation, or find no 


more Inclination to ſtudy the Bible, or attend 


to the Evidence there is for the Truth of it, 


than they feel within themſelves to ſtudy any. I, 


other idle Enthuſiaſin or Reverie, or any 


Piece of Impoſture or Forgery ; or to attend to 


the Evidence that may be offer 'd in behalf of 
them. © WR es Than ON py e 
I they go ſo far, under theſe Prejudices; 
9 off $ 77 & # the Bible; . yet * is Tk. if 
they don't read it, in order to fortify theſe 
_Prejudices. It is ſtill greater Odds 1 when 
- they go to ſtudy the Bible, they entirely diveſt = 
themſelves of them, and read it with the Spi- 


ritt of Candor and Equity. And it is get the 


greateſt Odds of all, if they read it with that 
Attention and critical Skill that is neceſſary 
to anderſtand any Piece of Antiquity, | and 
particularly the Bible; part of it being the 
- moſt ancient Book that is preſero'd to us, that 
can: receive iittle foreign Aſſiſtance towards 
the underſtanding, any Thing of it, and that 
can have no foreign Aſſiſtance at all, in rela- 
tion to the peculiar Matter of it. And I take 
_ - this (viz. the not ſtudying the Bible in a cri- 
tical Way) to be-one of the greateſt Cauſes of 
the Growth of Deiſm among thoughtful and 
virtuous Men. I mean of th:ſe Cauſes which 
ariſe from within themſelves. Aud T think it 
will appear to be ſo, if wwe conſult the Hiſto- © 
ry of the Learned. Fir we ſhall find, that 

1 oe ſome 


„ 


ſome of the greateſt Men, and the freeft Eu- 
"quirers, who have ſtudied the Bible in this 


ay, have attained the greateſt Underfland- 
ig, have had the moſt fteady Belief, and ex- 


preſſed the higheſt Admiration of the Scrip- 
tures: Such as Eraſmus, Grotins, J. G. Voſ- 


1 | Gus, Locke, Newton, Moyle, OC whilſt others, 


200 bave not ſtudied it in this Way, from no- 
mina Believers have become ſettled Donbters 


vr Unbelievers ; eſpecially if ſome other Things 
Baue concurr 4 ; as if they have been of un- 


_ attentive or narrow. Minds, or bave not been 
us'd to ſo great a Compaſs of Thought as Cri- 


ticiſin requires. If they have been us'd to 


Arict Demonſtration in Parts of Learning 
that are capable of it, eſpecially in natural 
"Religion; and are thereby much diſpoſed to 
doubt of (every Thing, that has but probable 
or moral Evidence to ſupport it; — 
from obſerving the pious Frauds that ſo early 
root Place, and the bad Lives of ſuch as 
2vould be thought its beſt Profeſſors, which 
fall continue, they add to their ſceptical 


Diſpoſition, Diſtruſt, Suſpicion, and Fe. 
Jouſy. All theſe, I think, ſhould be conſider 
A r Turn of Mind, that diſpoſes 


Men 10 reliſh Deiſm ; eſpecially when they 


have been ſtrongly diſtaſted at Revelation, by 
the groſs Miſrepreſentations of it, which T 
have juſt now mentioned. 1 
- Theſe ſeveral Cauſes conſtitute ſo many dif= 
ferent Ranks and Claſſes of virtuous and 
„ BY  thought- 
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thoughtful Deifts ; which if we conſider thus 


particularly, may furniſh us with more. juſt 


Notions of them, and with better Methods to 


recover them, than if we ſhould only conſider 


them in the Lump. As to the Caſe of thoſe 
nominal Deiſts, who are ſo, from being per- 


 fetily beedleſs and unthinking, looſe and vi- 


tious, it is of a very different Conſideration, 
is not within our Inquiry, and beſides, has uo 
Dificulty attending it. 


— 
- 


I haze thought it, for ſome Reaſons not fo 
proper hitherto to diſtinguiſh theſe, who re- 
Jett Revelation, from theſe who don't embrace 
it, or the real Deifts from the Scepticks. 
Yet I think it very proper, before J go any 


farther, to ſay this of them, as well as to 


them, that though where (they apprehend, 
on their beft Inquiries, that) there is a Maut 
of Proof of the Truth of Revelation ; or where 
there 1s a Want of Leiſure to examine it, 
their not receiving Recelation may d excus'd, 
if they can make it appear at the Bat of 
Him, to whom all Things are naked and 


manifeſt, that that was their Caſe ; yet no- 


thing can excuſe their rejecting it, and their 
Zeal to induce others to reject it, but ſeeing 
clearly ſome Thing in it that is abſolutely in- 


Conſiſtent with Reaſin, or with it ſeif. And 


though upon this foo? we may have many 


Scepticks, 7 1 think there will not be a great 


Number of real Deijts. 


From 
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From what has been ſaid, I think it ap- 
pears plainly, that the groſs Miſrepreſenta- 
tion of the Senſe of Revelation bas been one 
of the greateſt Cauſes of Scepticiſm, and of 
real Deiſm. Whether that Miſrepreſenta- 
tion be made by venting abſurd and ſuperſtiti- 
ous Notions, or by ſuperſtitious Pratiices, 
which ſuppoſe theſe Notions, and propagate 
. them, makes no difference. Let no Man then 
complain, that Doubts about Revelation, or 
zhe Disbelief of it, ſpread ſo far, or produce 
the Fruits we daily ſee, who will not ſet 
himſelf to rectiſy every Miſrepreſentation that 
has been made of it. And let not him that 
will not ſet himſelf about this great Work in 
geod earneſt; and above all, let not him that 
waters and cheriſhes any of theſe Abſurdities, 
or any Degree of Superſtition, think, that 
he has any Right to complain of the Growth 
either of Scepticiſm or real Deiſm. On the 
contrary, let him expeit nothing leſs, than 
that ſomewhat of a much more fatal Nature 
will ſpring up in its Neighbourhood. The 
Religion of Deiſts is true Religion, though 
they want the Aid of Revelation, to enable 
them the better to perform the Dutics of their 
Religion. But Superſtition will as certainly 
make Atheiſm ſpring up in the Minds of the 
Looſe and Immoral, as it makes Deiſm grow 
in the Minds of ſober and thoughtful Men; 
T mean of Men who think without thinking 
thoroughly. And wee be to him, whoſe Ab- 
1 | | _ fardities 
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ſfurdities and Superſtition make either of theſe 
Opinions, but particularly the laſt, like the 
moſt noxious Weeds, become more rank and pro- 
life! When inſtead of theſe abſurd and ſu- 
perſtitious Miſrepreſentations of Revelation , 
| Believers will condeſcend to profeſs the Do- 
ctrines, pay the Worſhip, and prattiſe the 
Duties of Revelation in its original Simplici- 
ty, and after the Model of the great Delive- 
vers of it; then, and not till then, may we 
expect, that ail the virtuous and thoughtful 
Deiſts will attend to the external Evidence of 
Chriſtianity, that has been ſo admirably well 
brought together by ſeveral able Hands, of 
late, in order the better to ſupport it. But it 
 ewill be well, if inſtead of this Condeſcenſion, 
ſome, who would be very angry, if they were 
not allow'd to be amongſt the beſt Friends of 
Revelation, are not more incenſed at him, 
who out of a diſmterefied Regard to Truth, 
(now that Revelation is under ſo ſtrit a Tri- 
al) fers this Reflection to their cool and ſeri- 
ous Conſideration, than at thiſe very Deiſts, 
who make it ſo neceſſary to lay it before 
7 be Ini. 3 | | 


If the great Cauſe of the Disbelief of Re- 
zelation be ſuch Miſrepreſentations of Revela- 
tion, as have made Men think it unneceſſary to 
attend to it, or ws; to oppoſe it; eſpe- 
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cially falling in with the particular Turn of 
ſome Mens Minds; it is obvious that the firſt, 


if not the beſt, Thing that can be done to ſtop 


the Growth of that Disbelief, will be to give 
a true Repreſentation of Revelation ; ſo that 


it may appear a rational, conſiſtent and heau- 
tiful Scheme of uſeful Knowledge, and en- 


amour every rational Enquirer with it. From 
ſuch a Repreſentation of it, due ſhall be beft 


able to prove the Truth of it, and to anſwer 


the Objettions that acute Men may raiſe 
againſt it ; and to make the virtuous and 
thoughtful Deiſts, from ſome Reliſh of it (in- 


 flead of the Diftalte they bad to it) be wil- 


ling carefully to attend to every Thing that 
Shall be (er d to ſtatè or to ſupport it: Eſpeci- 
ally ſuch of them as have not themſelves Lei- 
fare, Capacity or Inclination, to come at thoſe 


Proofs, or make ſuch a Syſtem, or Repreſen- 


tation of Revelation from the Bible. 

| Every one knows, that there have been va- 
rious Syſtems and Compounds of Revelation 
efered to the World, and many of them, no 
doubt, for this purpoſe. But I muſt own, 
that though among thoſe which have fallen in 
my Way, I have ſeen ſeveral, to which, I be- 
lieve, the Growth of Deiſm may be juſtly at- 
tributed, inthis prying Age, from their great 


nconſiſtence with Reaſon and Revelation 5 
yet I have not met with any that has, in my 


Apprehenſion, _ cloſely. fullow'd the prevailing 
* A c 5 | Notion, 


— ara - 2M 
Notion, the Method, or the Language of the 
Bible. And yet it is certain, that none but 
one that does, can even from the Form of it, be 
calculated to anſwer the good End propoſed ; 
even if the Matter of it was never fo conſiſtent 
with, or agreeable to the Dottrines of the 
7 ³˙¹0. 75. 

In arder to repreſent the Senſe of the Bible, 


ſeveral Authors have rum into a figurative or 
metaphorical Divinity: And among them, 
ſome have not been 2 to purſue theſs 
Figures in a very wild an 
Metaphors and Allegories, indeed,are juſtly and 


offenſive Manner. 


beautifully uſed in the poetical and rhetorical 
Books of Scripture ; but thoſe Figures them- 


| ſelves at beſt _ want a Key; inſtead of 


opening the Senſe that is couch d under 
them. | 5 — 
Others hade run into abſtratied and meta- 
phyſical Notions; which when they are nos 
founded in the Nature of Things, fac as the 
Schoolmen usd, are ridiculous: And when 
they are, yet are not of a Piece with the 


_ Scripture ; which gencrally reprefents Things 


by no other Ideas, than ſuch as are the mos 
common and familiar to us; as being alone 
ſuited to the bulk of Mankind, for whoſe Bee 
%%% Ss 
Others, indeed have repreſented the. Scheme 
of Revelation under Notions that are common. 
and familiar, and that are ſcriptural too. 
N 7 BA Hut 
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But then they are ſuch, as are either only 


topical, that is to ſay, us d in particular 

ig of the Bible; or elſe ſuch as are only 
ſuited to particular Periods and Diſpenſati- 
ons. Under this Head, to paſs by other Sy- 
tems, thiſe (which have been of the beft Des 
ſean) may be rang d, which have treated Di- 


dinity under the Notion of a Covenant, of a 


_ „ or of the Chriſtian Church. 


beſe who have writ Syſtems of reveal d © 


Religion in any of theſe Methods, have, beſides 


the Faults peculiar to each of them, been 
guilty of one that has been common to them all; 


gamelh, that they have compos'd them accord- 


ing to the Rules, in which the Syſtems of 


other Arts and Sciences are dreſs'd up: But 
ibis Method can never make thoſe Syſtems of 


a Piece with a Revelation which has been 


deliver d to Mankind in quite another Man- 
ner. | rh 55 

And though ſeveral Divines bave avoided. 
theſe miſtaken Methods, when they have. 
handled particular Subjects of Divinity ; the 
Scriptures having been very carefully ſtudied: 
of late in a juſt and critical Way, to the great. 
Honour of the preſent Age, and in which ſome. 
hase out-ſhin'd all that have gone before them; 
yet we hac not been favour d with a finiſh d 


Piece of. this Kind, or ſo much as with a 


Lach of I. 


Theſe, 
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Thoſe who have come the neareſt to what 
T aim at, and who ought to have great Merit 
with all who ſtudy their Bible, are the Di- 


wines who have conſidered Revelation hiſto 


rically, the Way in which Revelation has 
been conveyed to Mankind. But then ſuch 
Diſcourſes as theſe are to be confider d only. 
as Hiſtories : Which will indeed be of great 


ſe to him that will offer a ſcriptural Syſtem 
tothe World, but are not that Syſtem it ſelf ; nor 


may not even help thofe, who compoſe them, or 


are inſtructed by them, to the Notion on which 


that Syſtem muſt be built. 
But the Piece or Sketch JI aim at is ſuch 
an one, as will ſhew the ſingle Notion that 
runs through the ſeveral Diſpenſations of God 
to Mankind in its full Light, (if it ſhall ap- 
pear that there is ſuch a Notion) and that 
purſues it in the preciſe Order and Manner in 
which it was exhibited in thoſe ſeveral Dif 


: penſations, and will at the ſame Time ſhew, 


how all the peculiar Dottrines of Revelation 
refer to it. Fur ſuch a Piece or Sketch alone. 


3 will diſcover to us all the Beauties of revealed 
Truth; ſhewing it in its proper Connexion and 


Relations, (particularly its Uſe and Advan- 
tage) and in its. Unity, the ſtrongeſt inter- 


na Evidence, that can accompany it. 


How well foever therefore others have de- 


3 ſerned in their ſeveral Provinces, yet ſtill, ob- 


ſeroing the. great Uſe as well as the * of 
er e 
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ſuch an Undertaking, as I have juſt now men- 
tioned, I have been led to offer à rough 
Draught of this Kind to the Public; in hopes 
it may receive Amendments from others, if it 
be capable of it ; or that it may ingage thoſe 
of greater Leiſure and Ability, when they 
Hing this away, to ſubſtitute a. Better in the 
r | TT 


The great A cuteneſs of the Age, and par- 


ticularij F a diftinguiſhd Writer in it, bas 


furniſhed ſeveral Objetions againſt Revelati- 
on, which in ſtead of the Diſcountenanc e of 
Power, require the beſt Attention of thoſe, 
who are moſt firmly perſwaded of its Truth 
and Advantage. But if the ſober Deiſts 
were diſpiſed to deal fairly with the Chriſti- 
an Religion, they would give us their Scheme 
of Hifidelity, as well as their Objections 
againſt the true Scheme of Revelation ; that 
7 we might take a comparative View of 
them, and ſhew the great Diſproportion both 
of Evidence and Objettion againſt the one and 

Inaleed it muſt be own'd, that the Deifts 
Bade not been wholly wanting to our juſt Ex. 
pettations in this Particular. They have as 
leaſt fung out a general Hypotheſis or two of 
Deifſm, bow little foever they have ſupported 
them. They have firſt pretended, that _ | 


5 20 
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200 have banded theſe ſuppoſed Revelations 


fo us, were errant Cheats. This has been 
the more avowed Opinion of the Enemies of 
Revelation, till of late; when finding them- 
ſelves beat out of this Hypotheſis, by ſeeing that 
this would not agree with the Matter of Re- 


lation „ or with the cleareſt Hiſtory of 


thoſe who have deliver d it ; they have with 


more Subtilty betaken themſelves to another; 


pretending, that the Writers of the Books of 
the Old and New Teftament were meer En- 


 thuſtaſts, or Perſons who judg'd themſelces 


illuminated or inſpired without being ſo. 
Though it will be found, on a careful Confi- 


7 deration of the Matter, that the Deifts 


(whether they themſelves ſee it or no) play Ve- 


Tioeveen theſe two Hypotheſes, ſhifting from one 


to the other, and blending them, inconſiſtent as 
they are, together. <1 Wh F 

It bas been extreamly well obſerved, by a 
Writer of a fine Tafie in this Controverſy, 
that Enthuſiaſm never deals much in Fatts : 
On which however all the Jewiſh as well as 
the Chriſtian Revelation is wholly built, But 
tet us try this Matter by another Touchſtone, - 
which will better ſerve our preſent Purpoſe ; 

for wwe are conſiderius, whether the whole if 


Revelation be Enthuſiaſm, aud not. whether 


one or two great Branches of Revelation" only 
be ſo or no. Now Enthuſiaſm, in the Nature 


f the Thing, can have no Unity.” And let the 


Deiſts 
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Deiſfts ſhew us in Fatt, if they can, a Set of 
enthuſiaſtic Writers (who if they are at all 
intelligible) are at Unity with any conſider- 
able Number of their TO in for- 
mer Ages; or ſo much as a ſigle Entbuſiaſt, 

tba is conſiſtent with himſelf, through ma- 
un Volumes, or even through one ſingle Vo- 
ume, or it may be, one might ſay, a ſingle 
Page of their enthuſiaſtic Performances. If 
it ſhall appear then, that there is one worthy 
and noble Deſign purſued through the Books 
u the Old and New Teſtament, by. one wiſe, 
plain and Joop Mean, though they had For- 
ty Or more Ferent Aut hors, and. were not 2 
Written in leſs than ſixteen Hundred Tears; © 
it will amount to the cleareſt Demonſtration, 
that the Bible cannot be the Work of Enthu- 
frafts, writing in different Ages. And will 
not every one then ſee, that it muſt be from 
Him, who exiſts through all Ages, and ſees 
what ts paſt, preſent, and to come: Ibo has 
always the ſame View, muſt have fix d on 
the wiſeſt Methods to attain it, and yet muſt 
ſuit bis Diſcoveries to the different Circum- 
 frances of thoſe, to whom he makes them; 
if their Circumſtances vary from each other, 
as they muſt in a Trait of many Ages be ſup- 
pos d to do. Tf auy one ſhould ſay, that the 
Writers of the Old and New Teſtament have 
thought of ſome Probabilities, and then 
couch them in dark, general and indeter= 7 
—_ minate © 
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minate Expreſſions, capable of bein diffe- 


rently accommodated and applyd; and that 
ſucceeding Writers have conſulted the former, 
and endeavour'd to imitate them in ſuch dark, 
general and indeterminate Expreſſions, wwith 
an intent, not only that they might be different- 


"ty ' accommodated and applyd in future 


Times, but alſo that they might bear ſome Re- 


lation to former Boos; I ſoy, he that pretends 
1 alledge this, entirely quits the Hypotheſis 
of Enthuſiaſm, in order to overthrow Reve- 


lation, and has recourſe to the exploded Hy- 
pot heſis of Impoſture. For repreſenting the 
Mriters of the Old and New Teſtament to 


Hadi acted as the Deifts in this View fup- 


poſe them to have done, is repreſenting them 

not as hot-headed, mad Embuſiaſts, who, - 
born away with their preſent Impulſe, never © 

op to conſider any Thing, (former IWritings, 
or their own) but as the moſt cool-headed, 
TTT 
The one Defign I hate mentioned, as run- 
wing through the Bible, I take, with all other 
Writers on this Subject, to be the diſplaying 


3 the Glory of all God's Perfeitions, particu- 


larly his moral Perfections; or which will 
come to the ſame Thing, to aſſiſt our Reaſon 
in purſning our own Happineſs,. and promo 

Happineſs of others, as long as our. 
Being laſts, and as long as we bave other 
Beings about us. I take this Deſign to be 
SEES E 2 
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uniformly purſued by one wiſe, plain and Am- 


ple Mean, Plot or Contrivance, calculated to 
ſirike every Man, that bas the Uſe of his Reaſon ; 
though there are various Underplots, if I may 


be allow'd to uſe theſe Expreſſions, to ſupport 
the main One, ſuited to the Jucidents of Man- 


kind, and beautifully. related. and proportion- 


"ed to each other : Which, as far as I bun, 


Has not been taken notice. gf. Now, if ſuch a 


| Deſign, thus purſued, ſhall appear evidently 


70 run through the Books of the Old and New 


Teſtament, a Mai: may with infiitely great- 
er Propriety, ſuppoſe the moſt perfett Drama 


(where the fineſt Deſign is carried on by the 


beft choſen Plot, and by the maſt conſiſtent Un- 


ples, and beautiful well proportion d In- 


cidents) to hate been writ by a Number of 


the” ae Madmen or Jdeots, by. Piece- 
meals, 


2 above forty Writers in mire than ſix- 
teen Hundred Tears, io bath Work of ſo many 


 Embuſraſts. Or we may as well ſuppoſe the 


World to be framed by meer. Chance, or, which 
will ſtrike all by 

the moſt magni fitent, beautiful and convenient 
Palace, that the Imagination can figure to it 


* 


*% 


| in aiferent Ages; than to i magiue a 
Thread of ſuch an End and Mean running 


t philoſophical Minds more, 


feif, to be built by Men unacquaimed with all | 


the Ruler of Architecture, in ſeveral\Ages, 


And without any Model to 5 7 by, and id de 


fp ported by meer Change, through: 4s. Om 
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more Ages, as to imagine ſuch an Unity of 


Deſign and Mean, as I have deſcribed, to be 
the Reſult of Enthufiaſm and Accident mix d 


together. 


I hape already hinted at ſome Confiderati- 
ons,. that ſhew the Hypotheſis of Forgery, by 


which ſome Deiſts have endeavoured to ac- 


Count for Revelation to be a very abſurd one. 
But let us farther examine that Hypotheſis of 


Revelation by this Unity which I have 2 
ere 


now obere d to run through it. And her 
I would defire the Deiſts to conſider, how 


hard and difficult it is to obſerve Unity in any 
Piece of meer Fiction, where the Writer aims 


at Unity with the cloſeſt Intention. This we 


may eaſily learn from the dramatic Mriters 
of all Kinds, eſpecially if their Plot be all 
Fiction and not Story; who though they have 
this Unity ever in View, yet often depart from 
it : As we may eaſily ſee by reading them, or 
at leaſt by reading thoſe who give us their 
Criticiſms upon them. And let any one, who ts 
ziſed to Italian or Merchants Accompts ( as 
they are called) ſee whether they can ever de- 
part in the leaſt from Truth inthem, without 
feeling that Departure themſelves, or ſhewing 
it to others that narrowly inſpett them; though 


the Departure be not ſuch as vitiates the Ac- 


compt, or hinders the whole Ledger from be- 
ing exactly ballanc'd at laſt; and where there- 
fore of Conſequence the Accompt muſt be true. 

| C 2 Now 
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Now if it be ſo difficult to obſerve Unity in 
a Fittion or Falſhood, or where there is 


a great Degree of Fiction attending it, 
even in an) ſingle dramatic Performance, 
though the Author applies himſelf to obſerve 
it never ſo carefully; and if it be ſo impoſ- 


ble to mix any, even the leaſt Falſhood , 


with the Truth of Accompts, without that 
. Falſhood's appearing plamly, though it is 
not ſuch as defiroys the Ballance of the 
Book, (fo little will Truth and Falſhood 
ever agree) how can any one imagine the 
" Books of the Old and New Teſtament to be 
 Forgery, any more than Enthuſiaſm; when 


nothing but Unity and Agreement appears 


in — a Number of Mriters at fo great 


dliſtance of Time from each other? And that 


not only in the Main, but ( when all juſt 
All;wances are made for Books circum- 


ftancd as they are) ecen in the Detail of 


Particulars. i Z 
Thus, in my Opinion, it appears, that 


fuch a Sketch as I have mentioned, is the 


bs/t Way to explain Revelation, and to ſup- 


Port it, till a finiſhd Piece of the ſame. 


Dean ſhall appear. And 1 wiſh, if an 


great Maſter ſhall go abt it, he would 
particularly ſet the Proportions of Reel. 


tion in ſuch a Light, as that their Ex- 
 altneſs, Beauty and Candor , might ſtrike 


every one that caſts bis Eye on it. And 
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3 by the Proportions of Revelation, I mean not | 
3 only thoſe Proportions, which appear in every 
Diſpenſation of God to Mankind, confider d 
. apart, and by it ſelf ; but in the ſeveral 
Diſpenſations, as they bear a Relation to 
each other. In order to explain my Mean- 
ing the better about theſe Proportioms, I will 
give an Inſtance of ſome which are very 
: Conſiderable, in the Second - Corollary, at the 
V d ws EMM. 
F this rough Draught of Revelation 
bring Men to lay aſide their Prejudices 
againſt it, and embrace it, at a Time 
when it undergoes ſo ſtritt a Diſquiſiti- 
on, it will anſwer all I deſian 3 #, 
| beſides the Inſiruftion and Satisfaitzon of 
my own Mind. e 
I thought once to have delayed the Pub- 
lication of the Eſſay , till I bad finiſhed 
ſome Notes I Have by me, the better to ex- 
plain and ſupport ſeveral Aſſertions in it; 
aud which, I believe, it will ſometimes be 
thought to want. I choſe to caſt what I 
chiefly deſign a for that Purpoſe into Notes, 
where the Proof from Scripture would be 
conſequential and not dire}, the better to 
preſerve the Thread, of the Diſcourſe. But 
as hace not the Leiſure at preſent, that 
is neceſſary to finiſh them, I have reſole'd 
to ſubmit this Eſſay without the Notes, 1 
the View of the Public, in hopes that, as 
N ene, 
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Things ftand, it may be of ſome Service 
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am very ſenſible that this is a Deſign 


of a great Compaſs and Difficulty. If any 
Expreſſion therefore has drop'd from me, 
through too cloſe an Attention to the Mat- 
ter,” and where I have not had the Aid of 
former Writers, that is leſs accurate or 


preciſe, I hope the Candor of the Reader 


will excuſe it; and make every proper and 
reaſonable Allowance, that may be due to an 


_ Undertaking of this Nature, or the frequent 
Interruptions of the Author. 


There can be but little Uſe in knowing an 
Aut bor Reaſins for printing, at the Time 
he does, rather than at another. If the 
Performance be worth any Thing, it is ne- 


ver altogether out of Time ; if it be worth 


nothing, it can never: be in Seaſon. Hv. 
ever, to ſatisfy the Curioſity of him that © 
may ask the Oueftion, I will only ſay, that 

theſe Papers hae lain by me a great ma- 


wp Months; in hopes I might ſee thoſe 


Thoughts in a better Dreſs from ſome abler 
Hand, now that Rerelation 1s under ſo caro- 


ful a Conſideration. Particularly I expett- 
ed they might bare been ſuperſeded by ſome 


Account I had of Doctor Burnet's Boyle's 
Lectures. But being diſappointed not only 
by others, but by him in this Particular 
(though I am glad of an Opportunity of re- 
TO turning 


The PREFACEK. Xxxi 
turning him my Thanks for ſo far exceed- 
ing our reaſonable Expeftations in many 
others,) I reſolved to ſubmit this Eſſay to 
the Examination of the Friends of Truth, 
and of that free Enquiry, which is the on- 
ly Way to attain Truth. 
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On 3 ſeveral 


DISPENSATIONS 


OF 


G OD to Mankind, 
As they lye in the Bible. 


EN order to give a diſtinct Ac⸗ 
count of the various Methods, 
in which God has extraordi- 
1 J narily diſcovered himſelf to 
Mankind (which have been fit- 
ly enough called his Diſpenſations towards 
them) it will be neceſſary to trace them 
up to that, which is the fiſt of them, and 
Which naturally leads to all the reſt. 
By the Methods in which God has ex- 
4 . diſcover d himſelf to Mankind, 


Mo 
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2 An Eſſay on the ſeveral Diſpenſations 
T mean thoſe Methods, by which he has con- 
veyed farther Knowledge to them, than they * 
could arrive at by the bare Uſe of the natu- 
ral Powers he has given them. I call them 
extraordinary Diſcoveries, for want of a bet- 
ter Word to expreſs my Meaning : Immed;- 
ate, which ſome have uſed, not being a pro- 
per Word to this Purpoſe. Since it reſtrains Þ? 
theſe Diſcoveries to thoſe, which have been 
immediately made by God, to the Perſon or 
Perſons to whom he made them ; whereas 
I would take in ſuch Diſcoveries, as he has 
made by the Mediation of Angels, or of Pro- 
phets ; or ſuch Diſcoveries as have been con- 
vey d down to others, from thoſe to whom 
they have been either mediately or immedi- 
ately made. All theſe extraordinary Dif- 
coveries go under the Name of Revelation ; 
and by that Term I ſhall for the future ge- 
nerally expreſs them 2 
The firſt of theſe Diſpenſations, every one 
will preſently ſee muſt be the State in which 
God created our firſt Parents; and which is 
known by the Name of the State of Inno- 
cenoe, or of the State before the Fall. 
And in this State it ſelf, it will be neceſ- 
fary to conſider what was previous to any 
Revelation from God to them ; at leaſt, what 
was previous to any ſuch Revelation in the 
Order of Things (however it might be in 
the Order of Time) before we conſider fach “k 
Revelation, © = 
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For 


Thus alſo, if he found himſelf ſurroun 1 


Z if he was ſo happy as to find other Crea- 


of GOD 2 Mankind, 
For though it does not neceſſarily reſult 
from the Nature of God, or of Man, that 
God ſhould make extraordinary Diſcoveries 


of his Will to Mankind; yet it neceſſarily 


reſults from the Nature of both, that when 


God gave Man Underſtanding and Will, 


elective and active Powers, that he muſt make 
Man ſubje& to a Law or Rule of his Choice 
and Conduct. [3 Sarly rope 
For whatever neceſlarily reſulted from the 


Frame of Nature, or from the Powers which 


God had given Man, and the Circumſtances, 
in which God had placed him, would be-that 
Rule to him. 615 8 


Thus the Law of Self. Government or 
Z Temperance would immediately appear to 


him: Becauſe an improper Indulgence of his 


1 | Appetites and Paſſions (or Intemperance) 


would appear to be quite contrary to his 
Make and Frame; For his Make and Frame 
was to yield to his Appetites and Paſſions, 


3 where he ſaw that yielding to them was for 


his Preſervation, and the regular Propagation 


of the Species; not where they would be to 


his, or their Hurt, or Deſtruction. 


with other Creatures, even that were of an 


i Order below him, he muſt ſee, that if they 


were endued with Powers of feeling Pleaſure | 


and Pain, he ought not to deprive them of 


Pleaſure, or inflict Pain, unneceſſarily, And 


— 


1 An Eſſay on the ſeveral Di ſpenſation 
tures of the ſame Rank with himſelf, about 
him, he muſt ſee, chat they havin ng. Rights as 
well as he, he ought not to infringe them. 
And that, as his — Happineſs de or Miſery 
would be increaſed by theirs, he conſequent- 
Wil. d them a conſtant -_ perpetual good 
And when he once came to conſider, as he 
Toon muſt, that there was a Being ſupremely 
Powerful, Wiſe and Good, to whom he and al! 
other Beings ow'd: their Exiſtence, he muſt 
immediately conſider Temperance and Bene- 
volence, not only to be due to himſelf and 
others, as they How from his own' Frame, 
and the | Circumſtances in which he was 
placed; but as what was thereby expreſs'd 
to be the Will of his Maker, who had given 
him that Frame, and placed him in thoſe 
Circumſtances: And therefore muſt conſider 
Temperance and Benevolence as due to him- 
elf and others, by Virtue of the Law of his 
Maker. Bg: 4 
And he muſt then likewiſo preſently ſee, } 
that the higheſt Veneration, Gratitude, - Obe 3 
dience, Submiſſion and Reſignation, were uni- 
verſally, conſtantly and perpetually to be paid 
to ſuch a Being, as Tong as his own Exiſtence | 
continued. ; 
"Theſe: Reflections therefbre, either pe | 
in the Minds of the firſt Man and Woman; 
bor at leaſt; would have ariſen in their Minds 3 
"61: the leaſt Attention,” Ly they were not an- 
Were ; 
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ticipated by Revelation, But -as Revelation 


does not give us an Account of any ſuch 


Anticipation, it does not ſeem likely, that in 
Fact there was any ſuch Anticipation: Since 
God does nothing in vain in the Moral World, 
any more than in the Natural; and therefore 
is not likely to have revealed that to our firſt 


Parents, which they might eaſily have come 


to the Knowledge of, without any Revelation. 
Whenever theſe Reflections aroſe in their 
Minds, it would alſo occur to them, that 
the Rule God had given them, as reſult- 


ing from his Will, who had given them 
ſuch a Frame, and placed them in ſuch Cir- 


cumſtances, was ſo perfectly adjuſted to their 
Nature and Situation, that it was fit and beſt 
for them to regulate their Temper and Con- 
duct by it i were but thereby to be as 
happy as the State they were placed in would 


allow, or as happy, as they could be in any 


given Circumſtances, as long as their Being 
continued; and that therefore, if they devi- 
ated from this Rule, they would leſe the 


Advantage that attended the obſerving it, 


and meet with ſome Inconvenieneies that at- 
tended the departing from it; ſo that theſe 
Advantages and Inconveniencies may be con- 


| {idered as the natural Sanctions of the Law of 


But beſides the Happineſs that would re- 


ſult from obſerving this Law, it was highs 
ly faitable and 'congruous,' that a \Beinig, 


30) „ 
fied: =. 


- that 


6 An Eſſay onthe ſeveral Diſpenſations 
that came perfe& out of the Hands of God, 
ſhould be placed in additional Circumſtan- 
ces of Dignity and Felicity, He had no 
other Father but God: He was created in 
his moral Image and Likeneſs : He was there- 
fore his Son by Creation: And whilſt he pre- 
ſerved his Duty and Obedience, it was fit he 
ſhould be placed in a State that became ſo 
high a Relation: Or more particularly, that 
he that reſembled him in moral, ſhould alſo 
reſemble him in ſome of his high natural Per- 
fections, and in the Glory and Bliſs that re» 
ſults from them. 9 ET 
And ſo we find he did, from. poſitive Ex- 
preſſions, or from plain Hints in Moſes's Hi- 
ſtory. Particularly we find he was placed in 
a a pleaſant Garden, free from Toil, Care and 


Vexation, with Dominion over the Works 


of God's Hands, and clothed with a Glory, 
(as a proper Badge of his high Relation to 
God, and of the Power and Dominion. God 
had given him) and veſted with Immortality ; 
as we ſhall ſee preſently : All this was con- 
ferred on him as an Inheritance, that was 
very ſuitable to an Earthly Son of God. 
In this Senſe and Meaning is Adam called 
the Son of God, Like iii. 38. and not barely 
as God created him, for ſo he did all Things; 
or, as he created him a living Soul, or a Be- 
ing endued with rational Powers; for ſo he 
did all Men, bad as well as good; and would 
i, way be the Father of the one, as well as the | 


God, 
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God, who had given our firſt Parents ſuch 
additional Circumſtances of Dignity and Fe- 
licity, can't be ſuppoſed to have been want- 
ing in any Thing, that was neceſlary for their 
Subſiſtence and Comfort; and therefore as it 
might be very neceſlary to ſupply their want 
of Experience, with a Revelation about their 
Food, for their own Preſervation ; and about 
Marriage, for propagating the Species; we 
meet with an Account of the firſt, Gen. i. 29. 
ii. 9. and of the ſecond ch. ii. 22, 23. Tis 
highly probable too, that they were endued 
with a Language at once, which could not 
have been formed by themſelves in man 

Years ; and without which, there could have 
been little Society between the firſt Pair, or 
between them and their Deſcendants. 
However, though Adam was created a 
rational Being, and Innocent or Perfe&, and 
placed in the happy, bliſsful and glorious 
Circumſtances I have mentioned ; yet he 
could not poſitively aſſure himſelf how long 
his Being, or theſe happy, bliſsful and glori- 
ous Circumſtances would laſt; or that he 
ſhould have any conſiderable Term in them 
granted to him. For Being it ſelf, was what 
he had no Right to, nor the additional De- 
grees of Bliſs and Glory, which attended it ; 
nor had he any Right to the Continuance of 
either. Here therefore a farther Revelation 
was alſo moſt oi all wanting, in order to his 

2 re 


8 An Eſſay on the ſeveral Diſpenſations 
receiving a proper Threatning and Promife, 
the moſt powerful Motives to Obedience. 
God was accordingly pleaſed to give it; and 
to let him know, that though his Life was 
but Terreſtial and Animal, and therefore 
Corruptible ; yet it ſhould be continually re- 
ſtored and preſerved (together with the Do- 
minion, Glory and Bliſs, which accompany'd 
it) if he continued perfectly dutiful and obe- 
dient, by the Tree of Life, which was one 
of the Trees of the Garden, that God had 
given him for Food : But that on the other 
Hand, he would certainly loſe all by yielding 
to his Appetites and Paſhons, inſtead of obey- 
ing the Law of God ; and particularly if he 
mould but taſte of he Tree of Knowledpe of 
__ Evid and Evil, which may not be improper- 
| ly called the Tree of Death. 1. 
There can be no manner of Doubt, but 
that our firſt Parents underſtood that the 
Tree of Life was of a ſanative and reſtorative 
Nature. But it was not poſſible for them to 
hope to be reſtored and preſerved by it, 
againſt Sin, as well as 3 natural De- 
cays: They might therefore indeed expect, 
rhat it would preſerve them if they continued 
innocent; but that if they ſinned, either 
they, or the Tree, or its Vertue would be 
removed from one another: And there can't: 
be much more Doubt made, but they under- 
Rood, that the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, was of a noxious and deadly Na- 
8 8 a, 


7 GOD to Mankind, 9 
ture which would diſorder their Blood, and 
make their Body the Seat of Diſtempers, and 
at laſt, of Death. But could they imagine, 
that that wou'd not be the Caſe, if they vio- 
lated any other Precept God had given them, 
as well as this Prohibition ? Could they be 
ſo ſtupid, as to think, that this additional Pe- 
nalty, or one of equal Severity, would not 
attend the Breach of the Laws of their Na- 
ture, (over and above fuch lower Penalties as 
would neceſſarily reſult from the Breach of 
_ thoſe Laws) as well as the high Penalty that 
was annex'd to the Breach of this revealed 
Prohibition 2 Would they not ſuppoſe, that 
a Being of impartial Juſtice, would certainly 
puniſh every Crime in Proportion to its Guilt ? 
And that therefore if they violated any other 
Command that was of the like, or of greater 
Clearneſs and Importance, that he would puniſh 
it with the like, or with greater Severity 2 Life 
therefore could only be. underſtood to attend 
perfect Vertue, and Death or ſome equal Pu- 
niſhment muſt have been underſtood to follow 

every equal Inſtance of Diſobedience and Vice. 
So that this Promiſe and Threatning, which 
was a Part of the Law of Food, muſt be con- 
ſider d as reveald and additional Sancti- 
ons to the Law of Nature, and deſign'd as a 
erful Enforcement of O- 


farther and more po 
bedience to it. 
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But notwithſtanding that Adam was thus a 
Son of God by Nature or by Creation, de- 
riv'd from him ſo, as to have no other Father, 
reſembling him in his moral Perfectione, and 
having an earthly Animal Dominion, Glory, 
Bliſs, and Immortality as his Inheritance, (the 
laſt of which was made known to him by 
Revelation, on Condition of his Obedience, 
with a Threatning of Death on Diſobedience) 
yet by criminally indulging his Appetites 
and Paſſions, in Compliance with the Temp- 
tation of the Devil, in eating the forbidden 
and noxious Fruit, inſtead of continuing the 
Son of God, or, in other Words, inſtead of 
continuing to be like God, and to obey him, 
and ſo to have any Right to this earthly In- 


hberitance himſelf, or to tranſmit it to his Po- 


ſterity; he forfeited it, became a Child of the 
Devil, whom he imitated and obey' d; and 
brought a Curſe (the Portion of the Children 
of the Devil) upon himſelf, and on all his De- 
ſrendants; namely, Toil, Care, Vexation, 
and at laſt Death, Cen; iii. 177 20. For | ing. 
no longer in the Image or Likeneſs of God 
himſelf, he begat not Men in that Image or 
Eikeneſs, (or Sons of God, and Heirs of Life, 
Bliſs, Dominion, and Glory) but in his own 
Zileneſs, aſter his Image, Gen. v. 3. Sons. of 
Men, as they are call'd, Ten. vi. 1. and Heirs 
of the Curſe. See a like Expreſſion, 1 Sam. 
#8 3 XxXviii. 
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xXXViii. 19. As Adam and Eve were driven 
out of Paradiſe, were ſtript of their Glory, and 
the Dominion it was the Badge of, and be- 
came ſubject to ſtrong Appetites and Paſſions, 
to Inquietude, Toil, Care, Vexation, Diſea- 
ſes, and Death; ſo all their Children were 
born out of Paradiſe, without any of the glo- 
rious and bliſsful Circumſtances that their Pa- 
rents were at firſt inveſted with, and ſubject 
to all the unhappy Circumſtances, which they 
either felt in themſelves, or from Things a- 
bout the. | 
As God had given the Hopes of an immor- 
tal Life and Happineſs to our firſt Parents on 
their Obedience, and threatned them with 
Death on their Diſobedience, in order to give 
them additional Motives to perſevere in their 
Duty, the Devil, that wicked and ſubtle Spirit, 
try'd to turn the Promiſe and Threatning to a 
quite contrary Purpoſe ; and in all Probability, 
_ tempted them by repreſenting to them, that that 
State of Happineſs, tho' great and deſirable, 
and promis'd to be continued, yet was not 
promis'd, but on Condition of Obedience ; and 
was therefore but precarious : 'Fhat it depend- 
ed not only on their Obedience, but on the 
perpetual Uſe of the Tree of Life; and that 
Death was threatned on Diſobedience, by 
which all would be irrecoverably loſt. That 
what was wanting therefore, to make them 
compleatly happy, was to know, how they 
might indefeaſibly poſſeſs the Good they en- 
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joy d; and how they might certainly avoid 


the Evil, with which they were threatned. That 


eating the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, would furniſh them with that Know- 
ledge, and that they would, upon taſting it, be- 


come like Gods, knowing the Means by which 
they. might fo aſſure themſelves of the Good 
they poſſeſs d; as to be out of all Reach of 
the Evil with which they were threatned : 

The Way in which God himſelf that made 
them, and who had plac'd them in theſe bliſs- 


ful and glorious Circumſtances, poſſeſſes the 


one, and is ſecur'd againſt the other. When 
they firſt hearkned to this Propoſal, they fell; 
for here Luft was fully conceiv'd ; They no 
longer ſubmitted and reſigned themſelves to 
God's Diſpoſal, but preſumptuouſly affected a 

State infinitely ſuperior to that in which he 
had placed them; and inconſiſtent with it: 


Since that in which God had placed them was 
2 State of Tryal. And having indulg'd their 


vain and high Ambition, they eaſily fell into 
a Compliance with the Means propos'd : 'The 
only: Means that offer'd for gratifying it. And 
could then even ſuffer themſelves to be ſo far 


_ deluded (for Reaſon and Paſſion riſe and fall in 


Proportion to each other) as to eat of the Fruit; 
on being told, that God had not forbidden 
them that Tree; tho they knew moſt aſſuredly, 
that God had not expreſsly forbidden them 
any Thing elſe. And maqreover, ſeeing it 70 


be a Tree good for Food, and pleaſant to the 


Eye, 


0 
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Eye, as well as a Tree to be defir d to make 
one Wiſe ; The Woman took of the Fruit, and 
did eat, and gave to ber Husband, and he 
did cat: Which being the Overt-Act of 
Diſobedience, 7s ſaid to be the firſt Tranſgreſ- 
fion ; tho' it was but the Conſequence of that 
Luſt fully conceivd, which properly and 
ſtrictly was ſo. : 9 8 


No Doubt can be made, but that this vigilant 


and malicions Spirit, 2yho goes about as a roar- 


ing Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour ; and 
who was hardy enough to make ſeveral Attacks 
on the fecond Adam, after the ſtrongeſt Re- 
pulſes; would ſoon have renew'd his Tempta- 
tion to the firſt Adam, after this eaſy Victory. 
And nothing leſs was to be expected, than 
that after he had ſeduc'd him and his Wife to 
an Act of moſt preſumptuous Difobedience, 
in order to gratify a low Appetite of their 
Body, and a high, tho' vain Ambition of their 
Mind, he would ſoon have fallen in with 
the Suſpicions and Diſtruſt of their guilty 
Thoughts, and have tempted them to deſpair 
of ever obtaining Mercy from their offended 
Maker: 'Thereby effectually to prevent all 
- Attempts to return to their Dutx. 
In this deplorable Condition, God was 
pleas'd to give them ſome Hopes of his Mer- 


cy, in order to prevent the farther Attempts 


of the Devil, and the fatal Conſequences of 
their Deſpair; the common, tho not the 
. reaſonable 
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reaſonable or neceſſary Attendant of Guilt. 
The ſentencing the 2 the Author of 
all this Wickedneſs and Miſery, could not 
but give them ſome Hopes: The ſeeing, on 
their being ſentenc d, that they ſhould not 
dye immediately, but ſhould be continued 
as the Parents of a future Race, could not but 
give them more: But what muſt needs give 
them the ſtrongeſt Hopes, was, a Promiſe, 
that ſome one or more of the Woman's Seed 
ſhould bruiſe this very Serpent y Head [ THY © 
HEAD, Gen. iii. 15. ] who had beguiled them. 
That is, ſhould deſtroy the Power and Policy 
of this very Serpent, who had, by this Sub- 
tilty, brought all this Miſery upon them; and 
ſuch as ſhould deſcend from them. And God 
farther told them, that he would put Enmity 
| between the Seed of the Serpent and thy | 

Seed of the Woman. | 


b But landing this gracious intimati- 
on, which was not only a Promiſe to deſtroy 
the Policy of the Serpent, but imply'd a Com- 
mand to be more watchful againſt his Arts and 
Wiles, more vigorous in reſiſting all his Temp- 
tations, and to be at conſtant War and En- 
mity with all that ſhould aſterwards become 
his Seed, (that is, ſhould imitate and obey 
him) yet Cain, the Firſt- born of human 
Race, inſtead of reſiſting him, preſently be- 
came a Lyar and a Murderer, as that wick- 
| ed Spirit, his Father, was then begun to be: 


I 7 Ad 
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And that notwithſtanding God's gracious Ad- 
monition and Caution to the contrary, Gen. 
tv. 6, 7. Whereby Cain plainly rejected the 
Hopes. this firſt Promiſe made to Mankind 
ſhould have kept alive in his Mind, and which 
ought to have animated his whole Conduct. 


Wil, y the Seb, or fal ng — els: 
Having, by the Contempt he expreſs d of the 
firſt Promiſe, and of God's gracious Admo- 
nition. to him, and the wicked Jemper he per- 
fiſted in, rendred himſelf utterly — — of 
any of his farther gracious Communications. 
On his, Baniſhment from the Family and Pre« 
ſence of God, he [Cain] became the Head of 
the Faw, which the Devil ſet UP. in hs. 
Wor TRE 
This, Family came alſo unger one Part of 
— Curſe of the Serpent, 28. That God 
Enmity between. the wind bl the: 


Aw 


Women, nd 177 e wh the met 2 boi 5 | 


Cain { lp Dm. iv. 25. 23 
The Family of this n e 
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/ * as ſuch, when his Deſcendants became nume 
-- Tous; being call à by the Name of the Lord, 6 
as the marginal Reading is, Gen. iv. 26. Or,“ c 
the Sons, or Children of God, Gen. vi. 1. Not 
only as they paid that Obedience to the Law 
of their Nature, and to ſuch other Laws as 
were immediately reveal'd to them, as was due 
to the Law of a Being ſupremely powerful, 
wiſe, and good ; who created and preſerved 
them, and was kind, tender, and indulgent 
towards them, and as they imitated him in 
Purity, Juſtice, and Mercy; but as they might 
form Inferences and Hopes, that ſince they o- 
bey'd him, and became like unto him, tho' 
1 they were not born to the Inheritance of a 
5 Som of God, Gr. (a Right which Adam had 
: _ forfeited for them, as well as for himſelf) 
. yet God would not fail to adopt them to 
ome ſutable Reward and Inheritance; tho' 
without knowing ſo fully what that Reward 
or Inheritance ſhould be. So that as God 
I was the God and. Father of Adam in Inno- 
f cence, by Nature, or Creation; it was alſo ex- 
pected, that he would by Adoption become the 
God and Father of every one after the Fall, 
who ſhould imitate and obey him, Whence 
it came to paſs, that God and Father, or 
Terms that imply them, as Sons or Children 
of God (in Oppoſition ſometimes to the Seed 
of the Serpent, and ſometimes to the Chil- 
dren of Men, who are Heirs of Death) are 
—— promiſcuouſly | 


* * 
. , 8 
- - 
NA ns — 9 — 888 n 
» 


5 


22 £5 aa ttond nn * 9 ä * 
* Fa: Wi | . 9 * 5 be a & Ws =p MT Fe 9 88 I * 7 x 28 5 8 1 9 | 
7 * IF 1 r 1 5 be. 2 ** ” = l * \ 2 
5 „ 8 r , : : 
, . < 


XA 8 * 
r „ 
8 . 


e e 155 of GOD tm Mankind. OF 


promiſcuouſſy us'd, even in this Part of ſa- 


ered Hiſtory, whilſt the Notions of divine A- 


doption were but faint and languid: 


However to pive them a more aſſured and 
lively Notion of it, God ſaw fit, after that 


Enoch had directed his Courſe of Life accord- 


ing to God's Will, thro' the Faith of a future 
Reward, (as the Author of the Epiſtle to the 


_ Hebrews aſſures us, Heb. xi. 5, 6.) and had 


been a Prophet and Inſtructer of others, Jude 
14. God ſaw fit, I ſay, to take him; to 
aſſure good Men of a future State of Re- 


ward and Happineſs in Soul and Body. 


uch in the Family of Seth as acted up to 


the Law of their Nature, and to ſuch farther 


Rules as God had given to Enoch, or any O- 
thers, and by them to the reſt of Mankind, 
animated by the ſame Faith and Hope, Belie- 


_ ving that God was, and that be was a Re- 


 warder of them that diligently ſought him; 


pleas'd him, and were accepted by bim, Heb. 
Xl. 4 5, 6, 7, 1%. 5 

For tho theſe Diſcoveries being very gene- 
ral and indeterminate, the Reaſonings of their 
Faith could be but weak and doubtful too; 
yet their Faith bearing a Proportion to the 


Matter, and the Indiſtintneſs of the Revela- 


tion, muſt be equally acceptable to God, as 

a Faith of greater Strength and Efficacy might 

render others, if it bore but the ſame vs 60 | 

tion to any clearer Diſcoveries he, ſhould at- 
— D | terwards 
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terwards vouchſafe them. And if the Vertue 
of theſe early Patriarchs, tho? animated by 
fainter Hopes of a future Reward, was _ 
to a Vertue animated by a ſtronger, i in aſter- 
times; in that Caſe, their Vertue muſt be 
more (not leſs) acceptable to God, than that 

of the later Patriarchs, of Jews, or of le- 
an, in the other Caſe. 


About the Time of Noab, theſe two Fami- 


lies, 1g. of God and of the Devil, which were 
to be at perpetual Enmity, and were ſeparated 
from each other by God's expreſs Order, (Gen. 
lil. 15.) as well as by the Interpoſition of his 
Providence, (Gen. iv. 11, 12, 14, 16.) yet 
mingled again : Appetite prevailing againſt the 
Appointment of God. Fir when theſe Soris 
f God ſaw the Daughters of Men that they 
were fair, they took them Neves, of all which 
they cheſe, Gen. vi. 2. 


From theſe Inter-marriages which God had IR 


forbid, Corruption and Violence ſpread over 
the Face of the whole Earth. And what leſs 
was to be expected from Inter-marriages a- 
riſing from the Heat of Luſt, which had o- 
vercome the Fear of God, and all Regards 
to his Promiſes and Commands; but a Gi- 
gantick Race; Men of uncommon. Size and 
Strength, uncultivated by the principles of 
Reaſon and Revelation, by which alone the 
Appetites and Paſſions of Health and Vigour 
are to be controul d. So that Noah, who, per- 


bar was the _ Perſon that had Kept free 
from 
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from this unhappy Mixture, and the more un- 
happy Attendants and Conſequences of it, was 
the only righteous or ſincere Perſon, Gen. vi. 1. 
| Whereupon God reſolv'd to ſweep away this 
impious Race of Men with a Flood, and to 
cleanſe the Earth from their Corruption and 
Violence; preſerving none but Nah and his 
Family alive: By whom, as the pure Race of 
Seth, he would people a new World. _ 
For the ſake of the ſingular Piety of this 
good Man, God ſeems to have bleſſed Man- 
kind immediately after the Flood, fo far as to 
have remov'd part of the Curſe, by taking off 


the great Perverſneſs of the Seaſons, and the 


Sterility of the Ground; by making Mankind 
more . fruitful than their Anti-deluvian Ance- 
ſtors; and by reſtoring them to a greater Degree 
of Dominion over the brute Part of the Creati- 
on, than they had had ſince the Fall. All which 

was confirmd by a Covenant, that be would _ 

not renew his Curſe on the Barth any more, ei- 
ther by the Inclemency of the Heavens, by 
the Barrenneſs of the Earth, or by the total 

Deſtruction of it; and alſo by a Covenant 

with every living Creature; that in Compen- 
ſation to them, for being in this greater De- 

gree of Subjection to Mankind, He would not 
deſtroy them or the Earth any more. See 

Gen. xii. 8. xxi. 17 20. Compar d with 


Chap. v. 29. viii. 20, 21, 22. ix. I, 2, 3, 75 
9 — 18. See Dr. Sherlotk's more ſure Word 
of Pro bec pa 87 —I19.. N 
5 ag MEM D 2 'This 
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This Covenant was in it ſelf a great Bleſ- 
ſing ; but yet might be underſtood to be a 
much greater, as it might be apprehended to 
5 be a Pledge of a very ſuperior Covenant, that 
| God deſigned in a few Ages after to make 
with Mankind; when he ſhould expreſly.pro-. 
' miſe to recover good Men from Death, the 
far more bitter Part of the Curſe that ſtill 
remain'd behind, and expreſsly entitle them 
| to eternal Life, 1 "Is 
This ſeems to have been intimated by No- 1 
ab, in what he ſays prophetically of SH e mm 
Promiſing a farther as peculiar Bleſſing, when 
he _ the Lord God of Shem, Gen. is. 
26. God's being the Lord God of Shem, - 
muſt denote a farther Bleſſing than any that 
had been granted by God to Noah and 
his Sons in general, or to Japheth in parti- | 
cular, the Eldeſt of them. For being the 
God of Shem, is being the Father of Sem. 
And the Inheritance that God, conſider d as 
a Father, is ever ſaid in Scripture to give to 
any of his Sons, is Life; unleſs it be when it 
relates to the Adoption of Abraham and his 
Poſterity to ſome earthly Inheritance; to 
which they had no Right by Birth or Ac- 
| guiſition, or any other way than by divine 
/// Rn. 


On the other hand, the unbelieving and 
fifobedicnt Part of the Family of Niab, 
e 5 which 
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which was Ham and his Deſcendants, parti 
| cularly Canaan ſeems to have renounq d their 
Share in the Bleſſings that belong'd to the 
Children of God, and to have become the Fu- 
mily of the Devi; and accordingly to have 
been mark'd out as ſuch by the Curſe of God 
in many remarkable Inſtances, as had been 
the Caſe of Cain before the Flood, Gen. iv. 


11 — 22. Theſe Inſtances of God's ſevere © 


Vengeance were ſometimes neceſſary to pre- 
vent ſuch unhappy Mixtures between theſe two 


: D Families, as had brought on the Flood ; and 


were, in their natural FT endency, Motives to 
Repentance. And if they had not that Effect, 
yet muſt have render d the Juſtice of God in 
any future Puniſhment the more conſpicuous; 
and at the ſame time have confirm'd the 
- Children and Family of God in their Faith 
and Obedience. Under this Head, to ſpeak 
of them once for all, may be rank d. the Con- 
fuſion and Diſperſion of Babel, the Deſtructi- 
on of Sodom, the Plagues of Egypt, the Ex- 
| 1 von of the ſever Nations, & o. 
Notwwihſtanding this univerſal Deſolation 
by the Flood, in nine Generations, the Know- 
| ledge and Worſhip of the one only true God; 
and all Vertue, had in'a manner forſaken the 
Earth : And the World apoſtatizing from 


- + - their Maker, became W orſhipers of falſe Gods. 


As the Worſhip that had been paid to the 
aw God, was paid to him _ much under 


the 


—— — — 


— —— —— Ono 
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the Notion of a Father; it ſeems highly pro- 
bable to me, that the firſt Worſhip of the 
Devil might be introduc'd under the ſame; 


ſimnce falſe Religion, eſpecially at the firſt, . 


would certainly have a near Semblance of the | 
true: And it has been an antient and common 
Obſervation, that the Devil affects to ape 


God. The Phallagogia, an Idolatry thought 


by many learned Men to be extremely antient, 
gives great Countenance to this Opinion : E- 


ſpecially if Spencer's Notion be juſt, (which 


ſeems highly probable) that Circumciſion was 


appointed, among other Reaſons, to obviate 
this Idolatry. See Spencer De Leg. Hebr. 


Rit. lib. 1. cap. 4. ſect. 3. But whether this 
articular Notion be juſt or no, yet it is cer- 
tain, that Idolatry was ſo general, that even 
the Family of bleſſed Shem was not entirely 
free from a lower kind of it; they worthip- 
ing Images or Terraphim, together with - 4 = 
true God, Fſh. xxiv. 2. However, 
God Wind at this, ſuffering their Man- 


zers, without ſending any Meſſenger to re- 


claim them. 


But, won alter this Lens began, God | 
call'd Abraham out of Urr of the "Chaldees, 
chooſing him (who probably was the only 
Perſon that had kept himſelf free from it, 
Jaſb. xxiv. 2. Nebem. is. 7, 8. Foſepb. Antiq. 
lib. 1.) as the Head of a Family, in which 
he woald preſerve the true Religion, Gen. 

ä xviii. 


d 
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xvili. 19. (conſiſting in a Belief of and in O- 
bedience and Submiſſion to the one true God) 
And by the Means of whoſe Travels, diſtin- 
guiſh'd Protection and V ouchſafements, he 
would give ſuch as were well diſpos d in Ca- 
naan and Egypt, &c. | Gen. xii. 17, 19. xiv. 
18 —21. Xxi. 18. XXV. 3—7. xxvi. e 
and elſewhere, an nen to Wanne 
der him. 58 | 


| In regard ad 4 wag and un- 
exampled Faith and Obedience on the great- 
eſt 'Tryals, God was pleasd to become his 
God, or his Father. See Gen, xvii, 7. xxxi. 42. 
: Exad. iii. 6. and many. other Places. For, 
as has been obſerv'd already, God and Father 
are Terms that are often us 'd promiſcuouſly 
in Scripture. God alſo promis d to bleſs him. 
This Bleſſing ſeems to be the recovering him 
from Death, the remaining Part of the ori- 
ginal Curſe which had not yet been expreſs 
taken off to Noah : And * this, Noabb's blef. | 
ſing the Lord God of Sem, the Anceſtor of 
Abraham, was explain'd ; and that the Lord 
was the God or Father of Shem, was fully 
2 d, Gen. xii. 23. See Gen. xxii. 17, 
For God now expreſsly adopted Abra. 
= Shem's Deſcendant? to the Inheritance of 
eternal Life: And alſo all the Families of the 
Earth that ſhould become his ſpiritual. Seed; 
1. e. Should imitate him in his Faith and Obe- 
e Rum. iv. 1 2, * Gal. Li. 9, 29. Or in 
other 
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other Words of Scripture, that ſhould be per ſecł 
ve fore God as he was © That is, ſhould live in a 
ſteady Courſe of ſincere Obedience, Submiſſi- 
on to God's Providence, and Reſignation to 
bis future Diſpoſal, from a firm Belief of his 
Protection, Support, and future Reward. For 
this Bleſſing was not to be confin'd to ſuch 
only as ſhould imitate him among the Race 
of Shem ; but to be expreſsly extended to any 


among the other Families of the Earth, even 
the moſt accurfed, that ſhould follow his Ex- 


ample. However, Abraham was to have 


this fingular Honour, that of whatever Fami- 
ly of the Earth, they were, that ſhould imi- 
tate him, they ſhould not receive their Title 
to this Inheritance immediately from God, as 


he did; but as the Chilaren of Abraham, or 


thro' Abraham, who was the Father of us 
all, Rom. iv. 17. (whether Shemmite or 
Canaanite, Few or Gentile, Male or Fe. 

male, Bond or Free) As it is written, a 
Father of many Nations haze I made thee, 
| before him whom he believed , ecen God, 
who quickneth the Dead, and calleth thoſe 
Things which be not, as tho they were, And 
to give Abraham, not only the Promiſe of 
this Inheritance, but alſo a Promiſe of a 
_ Pledge of it, God likewiſe promis'd to adopt his 
natural Seed to an earthly Inheritance, and part 
of them to the Inheritance of Canaan, (the 
Delight of all Lands)- who had no other 
Right to it, Exod. xiii. 5. God was pleas'd 
; 4 Gu to 
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to repeat theſe Promiſes to him, on great 
Occaſions, for the Confirmation of his Faith, 
Gen. xiii. 14, 18. x. 5. XVI. 21. And to 


make them ſtill clearer in Proportion to his 
Faith's growing ſtronger. And in order ſtill 


farther to encourage and ſtrengthen his Faith 


and Truſt in God, God was pleaſed to ap- 
point Circumciſion, as the Seal of theſe Cove- 
nants or Promiſes: (Gen. xvii. 1-— 15. Rom. 
ix. 4. Heb. xi. 13.) Or in other Words, as a 
farther Aſſurance of this Adoption to an carth- 
ly as well as to an heavenly Inheritance. And 
therefore Circumciſion was enjoyned to none, 
but ſuch as were entitled to both theſe Inheri- 
tances. So that, I think, Circumciſion ſhould 
be conſidered as the Badge of God's viſible 
Family, or of God's Sons by a double Adop- 
tion, and of them only „ 
That Abrabam might have the more ſtrong 


Conſolation in the lively Hopes of this double 4 


Inheritance (and of one of them, 212. the 
earthly, as a Pledge of the other, 27g. the 
heavenly) God was pleaſed at laſt in infinite 
Condeſcenſion to confirm them by an Oath, 
Cen. xxii. 16. And to the intent that the vi- 

or of theſe Hopes might be the better pre- 
ſerved, on which their Performance of the 
Condition ſo much depended, and conſequent- 
ly the Performance of the Promiſe on God's 
Part, God ſaw fit to repeat theſe Promiſes 
(which he had ſo ſolemnly confirmed to Alra- 
ham) to Iſaac and to Jacob afterwards, 

136 VVV 
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(Cen. xxvi. 34. xxvii, 29. XxViii. 4, 13, 14.) 


Heirs together with him of the ſame Promiſe, 
Heb. xi. 9. 

Abraham, Jaac, and Jacob, and their 
| Deſcendants, being the firſt Family of all the 
Families of the Earth, that received any ex- 
preſs Promiſe, that God would be their Cod, 
an bleſs them; or in other Words, that he 
Would be their Father, and that they ſhould 
be his Children; Theirs was the Adoption, 
the Promiſes, and the Covenants, and the In- 
Beritances, Rom. x. 4. Heb. xi. 8, 13. Hence 
t is, that God calls Vrael or the Children of 

Jfrael (the Deſcendants of Abraham) bis Son 
and his Firſt- born, Exod. iv. 22. Hrael and 
his Sons being adopted to Canaan, the Inheri- 
tance of the Firſt-born, whilſt 1Þþmael had 
only 1dumea, and Eſau only Mount Seir for 
A Poſſeſſion, Dent. xi. 7. 
And hence it is that God is alſo the Father 
of all Abraham's ſpiritual Seed: The Seed, or 
People, that was to be born; or the Seed that 
vas to ſerve him, and that was to be account- 
ed to him for 'a Generation, Pſal. xxii. 30, 31. 

God having adopted them from being the Chil- 
dren of Men, and of the Devil, Heirs of the 
firſt and ſecond Death (Which laſt is called 


Wrath) to an heavenly Inheritance, ve his 


Free Grace, in Chrift Feſus our Lord. 

But farther, the Bleſſing promiſed to Aan 
hovws:. the Father of all the Faithful, and to 
Hay: Faithful or * * was not Polk. | 
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Deliverance from all the Curſes that Adam 
brought on his Seed, or that which they un- 
| ir d by becoming the Seed of the 
Serpent (as has already been ſhown) but the 
aſſuring him of a ſuperior Bleſſing to that which 
Adam had forfeited : Or the affuring him of 
the Inheritance of an adopted Son of God, viz. 
a Reſurrection to an heavenly Dominion, Glo- 
ry, Bliſs, and Immortality, as we learn from 
our Saviour's Argument againſt the Sadducees, 
| Luke xx. 37. and from St. Paul's Epiſtle to 
the Galatians, Chap. iii. 14. under the Terms . 
of the Bleſſing of the Spirit. The Spirit being 


to quicken or raiſe us up, and being in the 


mean time the Earneſt of this Adoption, that 


is the Redemption of our Bodies from the Bon- 
dage of Corruption, Rom. iii. 21. and the In 
heritance which is to follow it. 
And from the New Teſtament, where this 
Matter is more fully explained, we learn, that 
when this Redemption ſhall be effected by the 
Spirit, then inſtead of an animal, earthly Body, 
cloathed with a Glory derived from the firſt 
Adam (who was but a living Soul, 1 Cor. 
xv. 45.) in which we might have enjoyed an 
earthly Paradiſe, or a ſolitary Garden, that 
we were to have dreſſed, and where we ſhould 
have bad Dominion over the Fith of the Sea, 
the Fowls of the Air, and over every living 
Thing that moveth on the Earth, and ſubdued 
them; Gen. i. 28. ii. 15. and where we might 
have ſometimes convers d with animal Men, 
ER. E 2 like 
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like our ſelves, and now and then have ſeen 
the Glory of God, and heard his Voice, as 
Adam did in the Cool of the Day, Gen. 
iii. 8. (which, as we have before obſerv'd, 
was the Inheritance with which he was veſt- 
ed ſoon after his Creation;) We may have 
a glorious, celeſtial, incorruptible Body, ſhi- 
ning like the Sun in the Firmament, deriv'd 
from the ſecond Adam, who is a quickning 
Fpirit (1 Cor. xv. 45.) and reſembling his glo- 
rious Body; in which we ſhall inhabit the 
heavenly Feruſalem, where there ſhall be 20 
more Curſe, nor no more Night, Rev. xxii. 3, 5. 
but where we ſhall be' Kings and Prieſts unto 
| Cod, and have Dominion over the Wicked, 
Pfal. xlix. or as St. Paul ſays, judge Angels 
and the World, 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. And at full 
Reſt and Leiſure, and without any Interruption, 
enjoy the bleſſed Society of the Aſſembly of 
the Firſt-born, whoſe Names are written in 
Heaven, and of an innumerable Company of 
Angels; and where after we have been intro- 
duced by Jeſus the Mediator of the better 
Covenant; to God the Judge of all, wwe ſhall 
be ever with the Lord, and ſee him as he is. 
. _ Abraham being the firſt, to whom this 
Bleſſing was expreſly promiſed after the Curſe 
that had been pronounced on the Fall; Bleſ- 
ſing and Curſing are afterwards often uſed in 
Scripture as Terms equal to Life and Happi- 
neſs, and to Miſery and Death. (See Deut. 
xxvii. 14, 26. and xxvili. 2— 14. Matth. 
8 | „ xxv. 
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xXxV. 34. Rom. iv. 9. Gal. iii. 8, 9, 10, 13, 14.) 
And it may be always ſignify this in part, if 
not in whole. | | | 
his Bleſſing is expreſſed in other Words of 

Scripture, as forgiving, or not imputing Sin, 
Rom. iv. 7, 8. And juftifying, imputing or 
counting for Righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 3. Gal. 
iii. 8. The reaſon of which Exprethons is 
plain, ſince whoſoever is Rectus in Curia is 
intitled to all the Privileges and Bleſſings that 
belong to the Juriſdiction of that Court; or 
rather to all the Privileges and Bleſſings 
which belong to the Subjects of that King- 
dom, which erects or conſtitutes that Court. 


After the Fall God had hitherto only ma- 
nifeſted his Glory and Will to particular Fa- 
milies, Seth's, Noah's; and at laſt to Abra- 
ham's, Iſaac's, and Jacob's, by an expreſs 
Covenant of Adoption confirm'd by a Seal, a 
promis'd Pledge and an Oath. But the Family 
of Jacob multiplying exceedingly, till it came 
from ſeventy Souls, which went down into 
Egypt, (Gen. xlvii. 27.) to be about fix hundred 
thouſand Men, beſides Children, or Male-chil- 
dren, (Exod. xii. 37.) and God remembring 
his Covenant, or his temporal Covenant, or 
the temporal part of his Covenant made with 
their Forefathers Abraham, Iſaac, and Fa- 
cob, and their natural Seed, that he would give 
them the Land of Canaan, the promis d 8 
£ : O . 
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30 An Eſſay on the ſeveral D:ſpenſations 
of the Performance of the better Promiſe, 
(Exod ii. 24. and iii. 8.) He now reſolved 
to give them the actual Poſſeſſion of the Earneſt 
of it, and to take this Family, People, Nati- 
on, and Kingdom, to himſelf; and conſe- 
quently. that he would become their King, 
and their God. And ſending a Meſlage to 
them by Mes, that he would. deliver them 
| from the Bondage of the Fg yptians, and re- 
| ſolving alſo very ſoon to propoſe to them to 
3M become his People, he then firſt calls them his 
. = People in ſpeaking to Moſes; Exod. iii. 17. 
* and afterwards in Meſſages, which he ſent by 
WM Moſes to Pharaoh about them; Exod. v. 1. 
and vi. 7. The better to prepare them for 
ſuch a Kingdom, God had ſuffer'd them to 
FW groan under a long and cruel Oppreſſion in 
Egypt; and in order to fix their Attention, 
and likewiſe draw the Attention of Mankind 
to Himſelf through them, he was pleas'd to 
deliver them from their Oppreſſien, in a Man- 
ner that muſt make the greateſt Noiſe in the 
World. SEA | | 
Perhaps God ſaw it the more fit to ere this 
Family into a Kingdom under Himſelf at this 
Period of Time, to prevent their worſhiping 
the Devil, as Baal or Lord; that is, as the 
Lord or God of the Country which they were 
1117, e Which about this Time was 
the Notion under which Worſhip was paid 
him by all the People in their Neighbourhood, 
See Spencer de Theocr. Judaic. . 
EY F a- 


of GOD t Mankind, 31 
having now ſtill farther apoſtatiz'd from the 
true God, and ſunk deeper into the Worſhip 
of the Devil, as their Father and Lord, (though 
he was the grand and avowed Enemy of God, 


and of Mankind) and practiſing all ſorts WE — 


Tmpiety and Wickedneſs in honour to him: 
Such indeed as were intirely ſuited to their 
own dark Minds, to the Prince of Darknefs, 
and to the Empire he had uſurped over them. 
The better to obviate this Miſchief, as well 
as for other 'wife Reaſons, God was pleaſed 
fifty Days after their going out of Egypt, ac- 
tually to erect them into a Kingdom under 
Himſelf, as their King and their God, by the 
Covenant in the Milderneſs at Mount Sinai: 
Namely, that as he had delivered them out of 
the Land of Egypt, and out of the Houſe of 
Bondage, he would take them for a People, 
and they ſhould take the Lord for their God, 
and ſhould obey him. Exod. xix. 4, 9. and 
XX. 2, 19. Deut. i. 17. and xxvi. 17, 18. Jo- 
ſbua xxiv. 22. Hoſea xiii. 10. Exod. xxiv. 3, 1 2. 
The Circumſtances which attended the en- 
tring into this Covenant were highly ſuitable 
to that Tranſaction. The Time of erecting 
this Kingdom, was when they could not but 
have very awful and grateful Thou hts of God; 
in a Place retir'd from all Mankind, who were 
Idolaters, and confequently from all Solicitati- 
ons to any of their idolatrous Practices, and in 
fo awful a Manner as was calculated to ſtrike 
them and their Poſterity with the moſt tre- 
Es mendous 
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32 An Eflay on the ſeveral Diſpenſatious 
mendous Impreſſions of the Authority of the 
_ Lawgiver: All which would be little enough 
to preſerve ſuch a wayward and untractable 
1 — from the Superſtitions of their Neigh- 

ours 5 „ 
Jo theſe, ſuch of any other Family as by 
the Conſideration of God's amazing Providen- 
ces towards the 1/rae/itiſh Family and Nation, 
ſhould be brought to acknowledge the God of 
Iſrael for the only true God, and would ſubmit 
to the Laws of this Kingdom which he had 
erected, were joyn'd : And a general Natura- 
' lization of all ſuch became a ſtanding Law of 
their State. And as Circumcifion had been 
the Badge of God's Family, ſo now it was 
made the Badge of all his male Subjects (John 

vi. 32.) who were to be the Inheritors of the 
W OR v ! 
As this Kingdom was, among other Purpo- 
ſes, deſignd as a Reward for the Piety of 
Abrabam, and as a Reward for his Deſcen- 
dants, who though far from being all perſo- 
nally pious, yet were thegonly Family that 
worſhip'd the true God, or own'd the Rule of 
Virtue; God faw fit to bleſs them at once, 
and before-hand with the Riches: of Eg ypt, 
as had been foretold to Abraham, Gen. xv. 14. 
(which they ſeem to have demanded as due for 
their hard Labour, Exod. ii. 35, 36. and which 
the Eg 9prians willingly gave them to get rid 
of them) and with a great and remarkable 
Overthrow of that People at the Red Sea: 
o When 


4 of GOD 55 Mankind. 33 
Wheti after the moſt cruel Oppreſhon, and 
dontrary to the moſt expreſs Agreement, they 
came to var ug them from going into the Mil- 
erneſs to ſacrifite, as God had commanded 
them. They were likewiſe to have had an 
immediate Poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan, 
3 Land which he had eſpied for them; 


zek. xx. 6. 4 Land flowing with Milk and 


Honey) and had à free Government eſtabliſh- 
ed over them, (See Harrington's Art of Law- 
555 ing, Book II. And the Prerogative of 

opular Government, Book II. c. 3.) that ex- 
celled all others, not only in the peculiar Ho- 
hour and Advantage of having God for their 
King, but (as might naturally thence be ex- 
pected) in the moſt excellent Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions; till they by their indurable prone- 


neſs to Idolatry and Vice oblig d him, as a 


Wiſe and gracious Governor, to defer their 
ing into Canaan for ſome Years, and to 


propoſe Laws to them that were not good in 
themſelves, but Which Were neceſſary fr om 


their: wicked Temper and Diſpoſition, as Re- 


medies to prevent greater Evils, and even 


their utter Extirpation, long before it overtook 
them. See Beet xx. 4— 27. Nor would 


their Wickednels ſuffer God to ſtop here, but 


3 43 1 , 


at laſt, in juſt Puniſhment of their Obſtinacy 


aud Ferxerſeneſs, fore d him to withdraw = 
more and more fromthe Exercife of his Regal 
Authority over them; and at their fooliſh and 


4 


ryerſe Deſire, to commit it to ſuch, as uſed 


2 
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34 An Elly an the lad Diſpenſaions 


them with a Harſhneſs. and Severity that was 
but too like the Kings of all the Nations round 
about them. Thus however, by the Covenant 
at Sinai, the Iſraelites became God's People : 
Or a People that he had ſeparated to himſelf 
from all the People of the Earth, who were 
Children and Subjects of the Devil, and to 
ſuch a Degree, as to make the hi heſt Ats of 
Wickednefs the higheſt Acts of Meir Devoti- 
on to him, or to other Idols by his. Suggeſti- 
on. On this Account the Hraelites are called 
an holy h People or Nation to the Lord, Exod. 
xix. 6. Deut. vii. 6, and XIV. 2. and xxvi. 19, 
It may be of uſe on this Occaſion to ſtop, a 
Moment, to recollect, that thoſe, who by. 195 
C ovenant at Gnas were become his, People, 
Were alr lready þ Bir Sons, or Children, or Fi > 
born, and that he had 'been their Father by 'by 
expreſs Covenant, from the Time of T 
as he was now to be their King: And to ob. 
Lerve, that from hence it 5 that Children and 
| Peopl, e, are in effect the pe thing, 98 bas 
ive, uſed. i in ry e vi. 7 


8. hots XR. 526, 645 Ax g. an 4 


1 10. Rom: ix. 26. e 8," M0 

This x may Tm for W ght otherwiſe 
appear ſome what ſtrange in the ſacred Wri- 
ters. And after God. an 


. Father, or Terms wich imply! tt i em, are bis 
55 pon cogully with greater Frede f 
th 
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Thus God erected [ the Family, or ] the 
Children of Trae} into a Kingdom: But it 
was but a temporal or an earthly Kingdom; 
though under himſelf, who was an heavenly 


King: In which he always acted ſuitably to 


that high Character, whilſt he condeſcended 
ſo far as to become their earthly or temporal 


Prince. And though this Kingdom, which 


he adminiſter'd, was but an earthly Kingdom, 
yet if they would but have obſerv'd'its Laws, 


without the leaſt Breach of any one of them, 
they would have obtained Life by the Works 


* * 


of this Law. E=#k. xx. lo- 15 Deut. 


vi 25. Gal. iii. 10. Rom. iv. 4. and iii. 27. 
(That is, as I apprehend, an animal or terre- 
ſtrial Life.) For as God took them for his 
People, it was but fitting that he ſhould give 


tem a ſpiritual and a perfect Law. See Pal 


perfet Law perfectly obey'd muſt entitle all 
Thar ſo obey it to Happineſs and Life. On the 
other hand, as God was the ſupreme Magt 
ftrate in this Kingdom, ſo he could punifh t e 


xix. 7. Mat. xxil. 36. Rom. vii. 12. And 4 
| & 


| Breach of ſuch Laws as were ſpiritual. ' For 


though he ordinarily left the Hraelites to be 


proceeded againſt by the inferior Magiſtrates, 
by Plea or Controverſy, or ſecundum acta & 
Probata, yet he ſeems to have inflicted Punith-. 
ments in ſome caſes immediately himſelf, which 
I take it are pointed out by ſuch a Phraſe as 
this, The Lord will ſet his Face againſt that 
Man, Lev. xvii, 10. Inſtances to this pur 
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36 An Eſſay on the ſeveral: Diſpenſations 
poſe may be ſeen, Exod. xxxiii. 35, Lev. x. 9. 
Numb. il. 10. xvi. 31, 32. 2 Sam. vi. 7, 

2 Chron. xxvi. 18, "Td REESE 
But notwithſtanding the {/7aelites had ſuch 
Promiſes and 'Threatnings, yet Men being ve- 
ry frail, from the Strength of their Appetites 
and Paſhons, and the numerous Objects. that 
ſurround them, and that perpetually ſolicit 
and provoke them; and the Law being alſo 
weak, or inſufficient to aſſiſt their Reaſon in 
the Purſuit of Vertue, by not promiſing the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins that were paſt, or of future 
Tranſgreſſions; but inſtead of any ſuch Promi- 
ſes, denouncing Death for each of them (For 
curſed is every one that. continueth not in all 
bings that are written in the Law to do them: 
Deut. xxviii. 26, Gal. iii. 10.) And being 
alſo weak, by not propoſing a ſufficient Rex 
ward, or a Reward that was attainable ; the 
aw, notwithſtanding that Part of it was ſpi- 
ritual and perfect, and could haye given Life 
to any, who could have obſery'd it exactly, 
(Lev. xviii. 5. Matt, xxii. 36. Rom. iii. 27. 
iv. 4. Vit. 12, 14.) became only the Law or 
Inſtrument of an imperfe&t Conſtitution tho- 
rough its Rigor as a ſpiritual Rule, and tho- 
rough the Weakneſs ir, this Conſtitution, (of 
which it was the Lay or Inſtrument) on ac- 
count of its Being without a fufficient or an at- 
tainable Rewagd, 


1 


And though Part of this Law was ſpiritual, | 
and regarded the very Motions of the Mind, 
5 . | 1 | nk In. l ? * N 4 2 yet 
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et the far greater Part of it was carnal An- 
foes all the Law was ſo, that could be exact- 
ly obey'd.) This we learn from an expreſs Aſ- 
ſertion, Heb. iz. 10, And from being told, 
That it purify d. nothing but the Fleſh : But 
could not purge the Conſcience, Reb. ix. 13, 14. 
(to which it was altogether unprofitable, Heb. 
Vii. 18.) Nor make the Comers thereunto per- 


Prom both theſe Conſiderations it appears 
how this Law became deadly, as St. Paul af 
ſerts, Rom. vii. 10, The Rigor of that Part 
of the Law that was ſpiritual, requiring Per- 
fection on pain of Death, made that Part of 
it deadly; it being impracticable; and the Pe- 
nalty of every Piſobedience to this part of the 
Law bein Death, and the great Number of 
Precepts that were carnal, made thoſe who 
were ſubject to them alſo often liable to Death. 
Beſides, the Law was Death or deadly, be- 
cauſe it could not giye Life : As thoſe Precepts 
could not in their own Nature which were 
carnal : No more than thoſe, which though 
in their own Nature perfect, yet through the 
Weakneſs of Mankind, and the Defects - of 
the Conſtitution of that Kingdom (allowing 
no _ Forgiveneſs, Relaxation or Abatement, 

and not propoſing a ſufficient or an attainable 
Reward) could not be perfectly obey'd, _ 

This Law, which was partly carnal, and 
all of it deadly, God gave the [/raelires, to 
ſet them ſee, that as this was not the Law of 
Bs a 
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35 An EN) on the ſeveral Diſprnſations 
a'perſe& 'Conftitotion,” the Conſtitution it felf 


was not defignd to be perpetual: And even to 
ſhew them at laſt, that it was intended to lead 
efic to a better Hope, viz. The Law of the 
' Spirit of Life: Or, The Law of that King- 
m Which camot be ſhaken : Or, as St. Paul 
expreſſes it under other Images; God gave 
them this Law gg be a Sehoomaſter to bring 
them to Chriſt, Gal. iii. 24 And thus Chriſt, 
or the Chriſtian Religion may be ſaid to be the 
End of the aw, or to be propheſy'd FA by it, 
or contained in it, juſt as Equity is ſaid by our 
Saviour 70 be the Law and the Prophets, 
% ĩ ̃ D 
As Moſes was God's ebief Mitiſter in 6rect- 
ing this earthly Kingdom; ſo 'Foſhua, the 
Face Kings and Prophets, were his chief 
iniſters in preſerving and confinuing it. Jo- 
ſug and the ſucceeding Judges were rais'd up 
by God, to introduce the Iſraelites into Ca- 
naan, or to preſerve the Poſſeſſion of it to 
them, on ſeveral extraordinary Emergencies. 


The People at laſt growing weary of theſe 
uncertain. and occafional Governors, and of 
the Form of Government that prevail'd under 
them, 'and affecting to be like their Neigh- 
bours, defir'd a King: Though they thereby 
rejected God from ruling over them, 1 Sam. 
_ vii. 7. God gave them Saul in his Anger, and 
took him away in his Wrath, The People 
„ | | might 


fear, leſt the Government ſho 


Kings to their Hopes, the 


. K. GOD tw Monkind, 39 

: mi ght well be afraid, leaſt David, 1 
God had anointed in Saul's ſtead, might have 

no Line, any more than Sau; and might be 
a pprehenſive of the Effects of ſuch: an unſettled 
5 introduc d by their own Folly and W.ic- 
kedneſs, in asking a King. . well 


quite un- 
gd; and leſt Canaan it 72 the Pledge 


oba better Inheritance, ſhould. be intirely oft: 
And: which now, beſides, too like other Pled- 
Thing of Which they are the 


ges, 1 5 bi : 42 0 
zarneſt is unſeen or delay d, had loſt a great 
deal of its Force. To prevent the ill Conſo- 
quences which 0 have enſu d from any Un 
certainty in this Matter, 05 to give a, nevy 
ontinuance of the 

om under David and his Line, ſeems 
have been made a Pledge, of the, future 


Kingdom, of the future (2g of David, ſpo- 


2 
all Be 


$/ab Us 7. Ixxxix. 5 Ze: (who is alſo 
"Ter, XXX. 9. Hol. iii. 5. 1 


xXxxiv. =Y * XxxVIi. 24, 25. from the moſt 
exact Reſemblance and Analogy between Da- 
5 9 55 him) and conſequently. of the Righter 


uſneſs.of that Kingdom, and of Life/ as the 
8 of that Righteouſneſs. God gives 
there 


os: picdg'd., by it, .apd;confirms them by 
an The. Wem of of the Pledge _ 
was conditional, as.may be ſeen 2 Samy vis 

So, 3 5 5 23755 ene 
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re a Promiſe of this Pledge, and ou 
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Abſolute, „as may be ſeen 2 Sam. vii. 16, 
26, 27. 1 Chron. xvil. 14, 23, 24, 27. Add 5 
11. 25 — 37. Pſal. Ixxxtx. 26— 39: Iſatab 
Iv. 3, 4. Aft xiii. 3438. Jer. Xxxill. 17, 
"21, 26. The abſolute and conditional Pro- 
miſe may be ſeen together, Pſal, exxxii It, 
12. where likewiſe the abſolute Promiſe; 
not the conditional, is confirm d by the Oat 
of God: As italfo is, P/al. Ixxxix. 35. What 
has been {aid of this Covenant with David, 
may ſerve to ſſiew us, why the ner Teftament 
"Writers lay ſo much ſtreſs on Chriſt's being 2 
| Son of Dacia, or of the Houſe and Lineage 
of David; 5 (in too many Places to be ue 
| of his being to have the Throne and Kingdom 
of his "Father David, and of his being 70 
reign over the Houſe of Jacob, and that for 
ever, Matt. i. 20. Luke i. 3 2, 33. Acts xiii. 23. 
Mark x. 47 And this may a o ſerve to ſhew 
us, why the Apoſtles, on Chriſt's Aſcenſion, 
ſay that he was then actually rais'd to Dazid's 
Throne, Acts fi. 30, 36 XV. 16. 

But as on the Nin gdom's becoming Heredi 

God ſeems 185 have e t more 

Hom the Exerciſe of his regal Authority, 5 
the Anſwers by 'Urim and Thiummin ceasd 
See Spencer de Leg. Hebr. Rit. Lib. "ut 
kap: 2.) And as from the Time of Abgz,'the 
Khan of the Kingdom of Fatah, ed ad: 


verſe and threatning, till at laſt they 
gute deſperate, and ſo both the Ple edgeof the 
Cohtinuance'of the EH SER WSN Ain 6f 


2 8 David, 


/ 
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David, and of Canaan it ſelf, ſeem'd to loſe 


all their Force and Virtue ; God ſaw fit to ſup- 
ply this Defect ; and keep their Hopes alive by 
clearer Predictions of the univerſal and perpe- 
tual Kingdom of David; or of the Son of 

avid, or the Meſſiah, by a Succeſſion of 


Prophets, from 1/aiah to Malachi ;. who 


ſpake not only of this Kingdom, of its Ex- 


tent and Duration; but of the Righteouſneſs - 


it ſhould introduce; and of Life, as the Re- 
ward of that Righteonſneſs, (Tatah liii. live 
12, 17. Fer. xxiii. 5, 6. xxxi. 31-35. xxxiii. 
ri. i, 2, HALE& 
Ibis Succeſſion of Prophets had alſo this 


in common with the Prophets that went before 


them, that they were often ſent to explain the 


Law, or to give new Rules for their Conduct, 


on particular Occafions ; to exhort, admoniſh, 
reprove; threaten, comfort, or animate this 


People, as there was Occaſion. Fot the Pro- 
phets are to be conſider'd, as having a ſort of 
legatine Commiſſion from God, if I may be 


allow'd to uſe that Expreſſion (eſpecially ſuch 
as were ſent to the Houſe of Vrael after their 
Revok from the Line of Dasid) according as 
the Circumſtances of the Nation requir d. For 
to the Nation they were ſent, not to particular 
Perſons; and to the Nation, were their Rules, 
Admonitions, Reproofs, Denunciations, En- 
courapements, and Promiſes given; and nati- 
onally are they to be underſtood: Though 


there ate ſeveral Things interſpers d, relating 
b „„ © © wo 


42 An Eſſay on the ſeveral Diſpenſations 
to the Religion of Nature, and of Abraham, 
and the farther Expectation of being deliver'd 
from Death, and adopted to eternal Life, by 
Prophecies clear enough to keep ſuch an Hope 
alive in their Minds (particularly in the Books 
of Deuteronomy, Joſbua, and the Prophets) 
as the ſureſt. Principle of national Fidelity and 
Obedience; together with entire Books writ- _ 
ten for their Inſtruction in moral and divine 
Things: Such as the Book of Fob, Pſalms, 

Proverbs, and Eccleſiaſtes. 1 
But though it was an carthly Kingdom, and 


. % 


immediately anſwer'd the Ends of ſuch a 


Kingdom, and no other; yet it was alſo de- 
ſign d for other Purpoſes. Particularly it did 
not only ſerve to put the Fraelites perpetual- 
ly in mind of God, as the Creator and Go- 
vernor of the World, as the Rewarder of 
the Parriarchs, and as the God of Abra- 
Zam, whenever they had to do with Him as 
the King of Jrael; (all the Homage that was 

to be paid to Him as King of JVrael, being 
ſuited to the Character of an heavenly King, 
though condeſcending to act as an earthly 
King ;) but it was ſet up in the World, as a 
Light on a Hill (as the Family of Abrabam, 
TJaac, and Jacob were before) in order to 
make all the World gaze on it, and enquire 
after the God of Vrael; after the End for 
which ſuch particular Laws, and ſo peculiar 


* 


a Polity was given this People; and after 
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of GOD to Mankind. 43 
or more remote; or that might be reaſonably 
entertain d about them. See Sherlock on Pro- 
zidence, p. 393. | 1 
Dor was it deſign'd only to raiſe an Expe- 
Ration among the e,, and among Mankind, 
of the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, but to prepare 
Things for it: So as to raiſe the greater At- 
tention to it at Chriſt's Appearance, and ſo as 
that it might be known when it ſhould take 
Place, at his being ſeated on his Throne, at 
the right Hand of the Majeſty on high. [See 
Sherlock on Providence, p. 364.] This was 
done by Prophecies, and ſuch Analogies, as I 
fhall briefly mention preſently. 7 | 
As theſe were the great and ultimate Ends, 
for which the earthly Kingdom was erected, 
ſo in the mean time God deſign'd, by making 
the proſperous and adverſe State of that King= 
dom (both within it ſelf, and with reſpect to 
2 . | | . 
its Neighbours) always keep a due Proportion 
to the Virtue and Vice of the Bulk of the Peo- 
ple, to furniſh a Story, from whence the no- 
leſt Moral. might be drawn; not only for 
the Benefit of themſelves, and of their Poſteri- 
ty, but of other Perſons and Nations that 
were either Cotemporary with them, or that 
fre. e 
And if I may be allow'd to anticipate my 
Subject a little, ſince I am on this Head, rather 
than return to it again; I would obſerve, that 
it muſt be viſible to every one, that compares 
the earthly with the heavenly Kingdom, that 
. „ e eee 
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there is a great Similitude and Analogy be- 
tween them: At leaſt between the great Out- 
lines of them: That is, that the heaveply 
Kingdom anſwers all thoſe Purpoſes to Men's 
Minds in a very ſuperior Manner, which the 


earthly Kingdom ſerved. to Mens Bodies. 


And without all doubt this Similitude or 
| Analogy was deſign'd with great Wiſdom 
and Beauty by the Framer of them, to let us, 
who live in the new Age, ſee that they bad 
one Author; and that the one was delign'd 
at laſt to lead Men into the other; ſo that the 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebr eps Was able 
to ſhew the 7ews, that whatever was ex- 
cellent in the Tabernacle, Temple, Altar, 
Prieſthood, or Sacrifices of the earthly King- 
dom, for the purifying of the Hleſb, was pro- 
vided in a much higher Degree in the King- 
dom that could not be ſhaken, towards 22 | 
rifying the Conſciences of its Subjects from dead 
Works. But 1 do not pretend that the Jewiſh 
Tabernacle, Temple, Altar, High-pricft and 
Sacrifices, when they were appointed, were 
deſign d to intimate to the J/aelites, at that 
time, that there was to be a chriſtian Taber- 
nacle or Temple, Altar, High-prieſt, and Sa- 
critice ; ſince I don't find by any Paſlage in 
the Old Teſtament, that any ſuch Thing was 
intended by them ; or by any Paſſage-in the 
Ola Teftament, or in the Gm, that they had 
. any ſuch Effect. But on the contrary, plain 
Hints in both, ee in the latter, that 
| they 
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they did not produce any ſuch Sentiment in. 
the Minds of that People. I ſhould rather 
therefore from theſe Obſervations, as well '«s 
from the Nature of the Reſemblances aud 
Analogies themſelves, conclude that they 
were ſuch as might be traced after the heaven 
ly Kingdom took Place, according to the Idea 
or Model of which they were framed, rather 
than ſuch, as could prefigure the Chriſtian 
Tabernacle or Tem le, High-prieſt, Altar or 
Sacrifice before hand. And by the by, I be- 
lieve this will be found to be the Caſe of Pro- 
phecies too in a good meaſure, c. Beſides, 
| = Expreſſions that are us'd by the New 
Teftament Mritors concerning this Matter, 
fully confirm this Opinion? For on this Ac- 
count the Holy Place anner is call'd 
the Antitype (as aviizure ſhould be render d) 
f the true. Heb. ix. 24. And when [the 
Sanctuary, or] Holy Places are ſaid to be 
the Antitypes of the true, the Meaning is, that 
[the Sanctuary, or] Holy Places were made 
after the Type or Model of the true Sanctuary 
or Holy Place. For as rYn7G., a Type, ſig- 
nifies a Model, aH, the Antitype, ſig- 
nifies what is made after that Model. See 
Doctor Sykes Eſſay, &c. p. 18 1, 182. The 
firſt Divine that has given Occaſion to think 
juſtly on this Subject: Though i in expreſs Con- 
tradiction to this Text, the earthly Sanctuary 
has been called the T ype of the heavenly: 
| Whereas the heavenly Sanctuary i is here Gt" 
' | 
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ſed to by the Type, and the earthly Sanctuary 


is exprel 4 faid ts be the Antitype. So like- 


wiſe St, Paul calls the Law a Shadow, Heb. 
x. 1. Coleſ. ii. 17. And he in the laſt Text 
adds, That the Body is Chriſt: That is, the 


Chriſtian Religion, or the heavenly Kingdom, 


is the Body, which caſts the Shadow, ig. the - 


earthly Kingdom, It is here very pertinent 


to our. purpoſe, to obſerve, that a Shadow is 
only ſuch a Reſemblance as repreſents the 
Outlines of the Body, but is not fuch a parti- 


cular and diſtin& Reſemblance, as a Picture or 


Image is, which repreſents the particular Fea- 


tures of the Face, and every particular part of 


the Body. This is the exprefs Aﬀertion, Heb. 
x. 1. Where the Author ſays, For the Law 
baving a Shadow of good Things to come, and 
not the very Image ¶ cin] of the Things, can 


never with thoſe Sacrifices — make the Com- 


ers thereunto per fett. This may ſerve not on- 


ly to confirm the Notior J here bring it to ſup- | 


port, but what 1 advanc'd but juſt before, ig, 


That the Law was ſuch a Repreſentation of 


the Goſpel as would ſhew the Analogy after 
the Goſpel took place, rather than prefigure it 


before hand. 


From hence we may farther ſee, how Chriſt = 
is ſaid to be in the Law and the Prophets: 


5 Namely, as a Type or Model may be faid to 
be in its Antitype, or that which is made after 


that Model: Or as a Body may be ſaid to be 
in a Shadow, that repreſents the Outlines of 
1 it: 
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of GOD to Mankind. 
it: Or as a ſtately Building deſign'd for the 
Heir, when at full Age, may be ſaid to be in 
a leſs Building of the ſame Proportions, built 
of worſe Materials, intended for the Heir durin 

his Nonage. In a Word, Chriſt may be ſaid 
to be in the Law (not typically indeed, but) 
antitypically, umbratically, and analogically. 
It has been already obſerv'd, that the Law 
of the earthly Kingdom was deadly. And 
ſince it was, it was happy, that being made 
only between God and one Family, v2. of 
Iſrael, it could not diſanul the Covenant or 


\ Promiſe, which God had made four hundred 


Years before to Abrabam, and all the Fami- 
lies of the Earth, that ſhould imitate his Faith 
and Obedience, as St. Paul is ſhewn to/argue 
with great Force by Mr. Lock, in his incom- 


arable Note on Gal. iii. 15 - 21. and there- 


fore though God could juſtify none of the Sub- 
jects of his earthly Kingdom to eternal Life, 
by the Rule, Law or Conſtitution of that 
Kingdom; yet he juſtify d as many as were 
the ſpiritual Seed, or Children of Abraham, 


i. e. who trod in the Steps of bis Faith and 


Obedience, Gal. iii. 6=10, Rom. iv. 10—13. 


according to the Promiſe and Covenant made 


with Abraham, and all his Seed, whether 
Fews or Gentiles ; Rom. iii. 30, | Of the lat- 
ter Sort were the Proſelytes of the Gate, fuch; 
as are deſcrib'd, Pſal. xxvi. 37. Who were: 
to. receive the Bleſſmg of the God: of Faceh :: 
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that feared 25 and wrought Rig ig breouſulſe, | 
Acts x. 34 35. So that David, e well 
Knew . there was no Sacrifice appointed by the 
Law of 'Mof#s fo Murther and Adultery, and 
much Breaches of the moral Law, Pſal. Ii 10. 
but that he Hul that /imed ſhould die, * 

2 Sam. xii. 13.) Zet knew the Bleſſedneſs of 

him. whoſe Tranſgrélſion is forgiven, whoſe 
Fin is covered, and imo whom the Lord im- 
Puterh not Iniquity, Pfal. xxxii. 1, 2. Rom. iv. 
6—9.: And knew too, that he was that bleſ- 
fed Perſon, who was'fincere, or in whoſe Spi- 
Fit there is no Guile, Ver. 2. Or as he ſays in 
another Pam, who Was of 4 broken and a 
comrite Heart, Pſal. li. 17. Thus this, 'tho! 
an earthly or temporal Kingdom, was the only 
Kingdom, and the Hraelites, and ſuch as 
joyn'd with them, the on/y People God had 
in the World; from the time of eretting this 
Kinzdom, ” the Sending down of rhe Holy 


S 
| Fehn Bap. prſt indeed came preaching above 
three Years that Men ſhould repent, 
becauſe the Kin neo of God was at hand: 
The Kingdom which ſeveral of the Prophets, 
and Daniel in! articular had foretold, as the 
fifth Monarehy, Dan. ix. 14. And the 
Word himſelf condeſcending to take Fleſh did 
theſame; and ſent out bis twelve Apoſtles and 
after them his 92 Diſciples in his Liſe- 
time to do the lixe: And taught Men to 17 7 
this King n might ct, that is; might 
| come. 
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Firſt-fruits of thoſe who 
declar d him to be his Son, Rom. i. 4. and the 
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come ſpeedily: Mat. vi. 10. And after he 


had filly taught a Rule, and had been himſelf 
an Example of that Rightequſhefs, which if 


his Diſciples were conform'd to, he aſſured 
them they would obtain eternal Life, and had 
as a Son become obedient unto Death, God 


begat him from-the Dead, making him the 
flept ; whereby. he 


Heir of all Things. In a few Days after He 


gave him Glory, 1 Pet. i. 21. and veſted him 
with kingly Power, upon his triumphal Aſcen- 


ſion; when he firſt entered Heaven for us, or 
as our Forerunner, and ſate down at the 
right Hand of God: And being then alſo 


 amointed with the Oil of Gladneſs above bis 


"Fellows, (Heb. i. 9.) Angels voluntarily ſub- 
jelting themſelves to him: Or in other Words 


of Scripture, being filled with all Fulneſs as 


the Head of his Kingdom, Church and Peo- 
ple, He filled his Apoſtles with ſuch a pro- 
portionable Fulneſs under him, as fitted them 
to be the chief Miniſters of his Kingdom; en- 


abling them (by the Holy Ghoſt thed down 


upon them, Acts ii. 33.) to convince the Jews, 
that he was exalted to the right Hand of God, 


vr to all Power : Enabling them alſo to per- 


ſwade the Jets to be reconciled to God, and 
to publiſh the Laws and the Myſteries of this 


Kingdom, or to open the State of it. When 


I fay that the Apoſtles were enabled to con- 
vince, perſwade, and inſtruct the Jews; 1 
9 H mean 
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mien Individuals ; for to ſuch only were they 
- ſent, Chriſt alſo filled others as inferior Mi- 
niſters of his Church or Kingdom, for other 
Purpoſes; namely, to teach, exhort, admo- 
niſh, reprove or comfort his People, or diſ- 
charge other Offices in it, according to its va- 
J TN TS Ss” LENER 
Then the Kingdom of God, of Chriſt, or 
of Heaven (called alſo the Kingdom of Light) 
took Place in the World. The Few that 
became a Subject of this Kingdom, or one pf 
God's People in it, became ſo only by be- 
lieving Chriſt to be riſen and exalted to be the 
King of it, and by making an open Profeſſion 
of his Belief, at his being publickly tranſlated 
into this Kingdom by Baptiſm ; and if he per- 
ſevered in obeying the Laws of this Kingdom, 
Which were mild and gentle; and to which 
the Frame and Conſtitution of it gave him 
Tufficient Encouragement, Motives and Aſſi- 
ſtances, he became one of its faithful Subjects, 
anctify'd in Soul, Body and Spirit; and enti- 
tled by the Grace of it, to the Reward of an 


= 


£*-2 
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By this new Frame and Conſtitution, eternal 
" Life was far more firmly aſſur'd than by the 
 *Abrahamick Covenant, by the Fewiſh Con- 
ſtitution, by the Kingdom ſettled on the Fa- 
mily of David, by the Predictions of the Pro- 
| Phets, or by the Predictions, or the Preach- 
ing of John Baptiſt, or of Jeſus, whilſt he 
was a Prophet upon Earth. For Believers 
Lit: s u 2 1 L — * 
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now were not only entitled to it, by being 
Children of Abraham, or of the Prophets, 
by being HVraelitet or Subjects of the Line of 


David, or by being Diſciples of John Baptiſt 


or of Feſus; but in as much as they being 


Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, and be alſo 


1 taking part of the ſame, (being a Son of 


Abraham, Rom. i. 4. Heb. ii. 11 — 15.) died 


and revived, that we, through our Relation to 
him, as the Firſt-born among many Brethren 


8 our elder Brother) through the Spirit of 


God, Which he receiv'd, and then ſent from 
the Father, at his Aſcenſion, might be begot- 


ten to à lively Hope, or become aſſured of our 
Adoption; that is, of our being the Sons, and 
conſequently 2h Heirs of God, and joint Heirs 


 evith Feſus Chriſt, Rom. viii. 15 — 18. Or 


as it is expreſsd, Gal. v. 4—7: God ſent 


forth his Sn — that ye might receive the 
Adoption of Sons. And becauſe 'ye are Sons, 


God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son in- 
to your Hearts, crying Abba, Father. Thus 
the Spirit ſent down from the Father and the 
Son, became the Earneſt of the heavenly In- 


heritance to Chriſtians, as Canaan, and the 


Kingdom of David, had been to the 1/ra- 
elites before. From this Time God and Fa- 
ther are not only very often. promiſcuouſly 


us d, but join'd together in Scripture. For 
though they had been us d promiſcuouſſy be- 


fore, as has been already obſerved, yet this 
was little underſtood, or at leaſt attended to 
NES» „ in 
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in our Saviour's Time; when through the 
Corruptions that prevailed, the Patriarchal, 
Abrahamick and Prophetick, as well as natu- 
ral Religion; and a ſpiritual Meſſiah were ſo 
much forgot, and the temporal Kingdom ſo 
wholly regarded, that our Saviour tells them, 
that no Man knows the Father; fave the Son; 
and he to whom the Sou wil reveal Bim, 
Mat. Se 27% 16:7 | 
Hheſides, our Adoption i is not only farther 
; * d in Chriſt Jeſus, by God's becoming 
our Father, and our becoming his Sons and 
Heirs, in the Manner I have juſt now men- 
tion d; but as Chriſt Jeſus our elder Brother, 
and with whom we are joint Heirs, is actually 
poſſeſs d of his Inheritance; and is become the 
frirſt Fruits of the Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion: 
He being firſt entered into Heaven, and for all 
Believers; (even ſor thoſe, who had only an 
Adoption in Abraham); as the Forerunner: 
And to us (who have our Adoption in right 
of being Chriſt's Brethren, . as well as in right 
of being the Children of Abrabam) as taking 
Poſſeſſion, and preparing a Place for us: God 
not having deſign'd to give any thing more to 
Abrabam , and his ſpiritual Seed, before 
Chriſt, than a Title to Life ; Whilſt the actual 
Poſſeſſion of Lite was reſerved for one, that 
was far more Righteous than Abraham, who. 
was perfectly and completely ſo, even Chri/ 
the Righteous; So that as Death actually en- 
ter d * Adam 8 "_ 1 n Chile 
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Chriſt's Obedience: ' Notwithſtanding that a 
Title to Life was given to Abraham, and his 


| ſpiritual Seed before, And in this Senſe I un- 


erſtand St. Paul, Rom. v. 12 Sh, EE. 
But farther, we are not only entitled to the 
Inheritance by our Adoption in Chriſt Jeſus, 


but as it is a Reward given us by the ſame Law 


of this Kingdom, that preſcribes our Duty, as 
the Terms of obtaining that Reward, This 
Law muſt therefore be conſidered as a Cove- 
nant, ſince it does not only preſcribe our Du- 
ty, and entitle every faithful Subject to a ge- 
neral Protection; (which every Kingdom pro- 
poſes to its Subjects) but to the ſpecial Re- 


ward of a glorious and eternal Life, from the 
unſpeakable Bounty and Munificence of our 


heavenly King. And farther, this Law muſt 


likewiſe be conſider d as a Covenant, which 


Chriſt has mediated between God and us. 
In every well conſtituted Kingdom, Law 
and Compact is the Security of the Subject; 


not only of ſuch as preſerve their Duty and 
Allegiance, but of ſuch as have fallen into Re- 


bellion and Revolt. How much more muſt 
the Law and Covenant of this Kingdom be 
thought to be ſuch a Security, when we con- 
ſider it as mediated by one of ſo great Power 


and Dignity, as the ſecond Perſon in it. 


But we may be ſtill farther aſſur d, that the 


Law of this Kingdom ſhall have its full Force 
and Effect, ſince the Mediator of the Covenant 


is made the King of this Kingdom, and 5 


N 
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actual Poſſeſſion of it, for our Benefit, and ap- 
pointed by the Father to keep Poſſeſſion, and 
to prepare a Place for us. And in order to 
the better adminiſtring, it has all Power over 
all Things in Heaven and Earth put into his 
Hands (as the King of his Church) him on- 
ly excepted; who has put all things under 
kim. He has likewiſe al Judgment commit- 
ted to him, in order to judge and determine 
of the Actions of all Men, to pronounce Sen- 

_ tence on them, and to award Execution at the 
Conſumwation of all things. 'To which end, 
the Goſpel aſſures us, that he will raiſe the 
Wicked as well as the Juſt, in order to his 
paſſing this final Judgment. So that he has 

not only Life, but a Power to give an endleſs 
Life, and inflict the ſecond Death, according 
to what Men have done in the Fleſh, whether 
it be good, or whether it be cl. 

This Kingdom, and univerſal Power, Chriſt 
has alſo obtained on a Covenant between the 
Father and himſelf, /g. becauſe he was | or 
became] he Son of Man, John v.27. And 
he having performed the Condition, which in 
other Words was his taking Fleſh, and dying 
on the Croſs, cannot fail of having this King- - 
dom and Power confirm'd to him, as the Re- 
ward of his Obedience. So that coming to his 
Kingdom and Power on the Terms of ſo pain- 
ful a Submiſſion to the Will of his heavenly 
Father, he is often repreſented as coming to 
them by Purchaſe; and as purchaſing his 
N Church, 
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Church, the Subjects of this Kingdom, whom 
his Power is to ſecure, (from the Bondage of 
Sin and Satan, and its Wages, Death) with 
bis own Blood, Acts xx. 28. Epheſ. i. 14. 
Whereas God only purchas'd or redeem'd the 
People of his earthly Kingdom to = from 
Egyptian Bondage, by almighty Pozwer, and 
an out-flretched Arm, Exod. xii. 6. Deut. 


iv. 20. and xxxii. 6. Pſalm Ixxii. 2. And 


the Security, which we may ſuppoſe Chriſt to 
have acquir:d by his purchaſing us with ſo 
great a Price, muſt needs be our Security too; 
ſince he is our immediate King, and we are 
immediately his People, aud the Lot of bis 
Eßpheſ. i. 14. 
But leſt any Suſpicion ſhould yet remain in 
the Minds of guilty Men (who are ever full 


pf all poſſible Miſgivings) of what might be 


the Event; ſince after all God is greater than 
the King of this Kingdom, or the Mediator 
pf this Covenant; and that he is always conſi- 
der d as the offended Party; leſt any fealouly, 
J fay, ſhould lurk in our Minds on this ac- 
count, Chriſt is repreſented not only as the 
King of this Kingdom, but as the Higb-prięſt 
of our Profeſſion, offering himſelf to Cod as a 


Sacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling Savour by the 
eternal Spirit, and powerfully interceeding as 
an Advocate with him, in virtue of that Sacri- 
fice, in order to obtain all Bleſſings from him, 
and diſpenſing them to us; and de are ſure 
that God always heareth him. From this 
nenen nen F 


36 An Eflay on the ſeveral Diſpenſatiuus 
Conſideration it is, that we are commanded to 
to the Father in his Name: Coming to 
God through an Interceſſor being a proper 
Support of the Faith of ſuch who have been 
- guilty : As we may all fee by conſulting our 
own Minds, or the Hiſtory of Mankind, *even 
when we are only guilty to one another. Be- 
ſides, that it is but fit and congruous, that if 
the Father diſpenſes his Bleſſings to us by the 
Son, we ſhould offer up our Sacrifices of Pray- 
er and Praiſes by him alſo. And it ſeems too, 
that Chriſt being our High-prieſt, and pre- 
ſenting himſelf a Sacrifice to God for us, is al- 
ſo defign'd to ſhew us the Holineſs of the Su- 
preme and Subordinate King of this Kingdom ; 
and of the Law he has ſet us, and to urniſh 
us with powerful Motives to obey them. 
But that we may have all poſſible Aſſurance, 
that God will hear Chriſt at all times, we have 
the ſtrongeſt Proofs that he has heard him. 
For on Paying the Father for the Spirit, as 
he ſaid he would, John xiv. 16. he received 
it, and ſent it down on his Apoſtles, and firſt 
Diſciples i in proper Proportions and Degrees, 
as he had before promiſed. Thus this Spirit 
was firſt in Promiſe, and then in Fact an Aſſu- 
rance, that God had heard Chriſt; and a 
Pledge, that he would hear him in all his In- 
| terceiſons Wr us. 
This Office of an High prieſt i is alſo farther 
confirm'd to him, and conſequently. to us, by 
7he e Oath of Gd; who has {worn to him, Th — 
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art 4 tet for ever after the Order of Mel- 
chizedeck, Pſal. cx. 4. Heb. vii. 21. That fo 
by two immutable 1 by which it is im- 
Poſſible for God to lie, we might have ſtrong 
Conſolation, who have ed for Refuge to lay 
hold upon the Hope ſet before us. 


By all theſe Ways we are aſſur· d of its be- 5 


ing God's good Pleaſure to give us the King- 
dom. But yet leſt after all we ſhould have any 
doubt of the Sufficiency of Chriſt's Power, or 
of his Intereſt to preſerve us to it, and we 


ſhould imagine, that any might be able to 


pluck us out of his Hand, notwithſtanding the 
Kingdom and Power that is thus ———_ 
and ſecured to him; yet ſtill, I fay, as we 
can't but know, that none can pluck us out of 
his Father's. Hand, we are (to prevent any 
doubt or ſuſpicion on this Head) expreſly aſ- 


ſur d, that He and the Father are One, John 


x. 34. And that we ſhall be kept by the migh- 
ty Power of God through Faith uno Salzation. 


Oh! zhe Height and Depth, the Length and 
Breadib, of the Love of Chriſt that aſſet 


Knewiedse "IT 
Finally, That thoſe who ſhould live in the 


Ages that were diſtant from the moſt known 
and important Facts of this Tranſaction, might 
not have the leaſt Heſitation, about the Truth 
of them (on which the Doctrines and Duties 


that the Subjects of this Kingdom are to be- 


lieve and practiſe, together with their Hopes, 
e Chriſt has inſtituted a Feaſt Tante 5 
1 | le, © 
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Table, (ſuch an one as ſuits the State of this 
Kingdom, and the Bulk of the Subjects of it,) 
as a proper and ſolemn Memorial to be often 
repeated, in order to preſerve the Evidence of 
the Truth of theſe Facts in ſuch a Manner, as 
is leaſt liable to be counterfeited, (accompanied 
with Words which demonſtrate the Inſtitutor 
of this Feaſt to be the High- prieſt of our Pro- 
feſſion, and the Prince of our Salvation) ana- 
logous to the Paſſover, the moſt ſolemn Feaſt of 
the earthly Kingdom, and calculated to raiſe 
the moſt proper Sentiments in our Minds to- 
wards him, and all our Fellow Subjects, till 
the Lord himfelf comes the ſecond Time, with- 
out a Sacrifice for Sin' unto Salvation, To 
which purpoſe, as well as thoſe of offering up 
our joint Prayers and Praiſes, and 'Alms, 0 
of admoniſhing one another in his Name, 
Chriſtians muſt aſſemble themſelves together 


* 


in a decent and orderly Manner. 8 
- All the Texts that relate to forgioing Sin, 
and imputing Righteouſneſs ; or that ſpeak of 
the Righteonfurſ of Goa, or of Faith, or of © 
Faith working by Love, or of the Wirks of 
_ Faith, or of Abraham, or of our being juſti- 
Nie by Wirks, are to be underſtood either to 
. relate' to the Covenant with Abraham, or to 


— 


From this Time forward this heavenly 

Kingdom became ſo eminently the Kingdom 

of God, and the Subjects of it 74 eminently his 
C238 1 ne ve | 1 3 : . c 
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the other low earthly Kingdom deſigned chief- 
ly to prepare things for this, and his earthly 


People the Subjects of that Kingdom are ſcarce 
ever conſider d: Though that earthly King- 
dom continued, and the Jeu remain'd the 


Subjects of it for near forty Years after Chriſt's 


Aſcenſion to his Throne; God affording them 


that Time and Opportunity to enter into his 
iritual and heavenly Kingdom, and giving 


them the laſt and moſt demonſtrative Evidence 
of their Obligations to enter into it by the 


| Convictions of the Spirit; as well as freſh Mo- 
tives to that Purpoſe, by the Provocation God 


ſaw fit to give them to Jealouſy (ſome. few 
Years after it had been only offer d to them) 
by taking in firſt the Devout, and then the 


 TIdolatrous Gentiles to be his People, and the 


ep — 
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into his heavenly Kingdom, and ſo to become 
Fellow Members, and Subjects of that King- . 
dom, (without being ſubje& to the Laws of 
his earthly Kingdom) with the Remnant of 
ews that had, or ſhould enter into it (and 
main Subjects to the Laws of his 158. 0 
Kingdom) God's Purpoſe took effect, (f. 
Who ſhall reſiſt bis Will 2) And all of them 
together came to have God for their God in 
the moſt high and exalted Senſe, as they be- 
came his ſiritual People (by Faith in Chrift 
Fa, Rom. ili. 29. and ix. 24, 25 ) the true 
ews or lracl of God, or the Circumciſion nut 
| made with Hands. Roth: ix. 14. Gal. vi. 16. 
' - A choſen Generation, 4 Royal Priefthood, an 
 Hily Nation, a peculiar Cor a purthas'd) 
People, 1 Pet. ii. 9. Both Few aud Gentile, 
Urcumciſini and Uncircumciſi 7on, Barbarian, | 
q J be To. and Free. For though the 
eople from the firſt, 
deing the only true God, and the 
1 mi e e at this Time free 
From Mohn yet they had ſtrangely devi- 
ated from that Rule to ſuperſtitious and impi- 
'ous Traditions. But now they were enabled 
to underſtand 'a nd obſerve the Rule of Virtue 
far better than ever they had done before; 
(as the Prophet Feremiah foretold they ſhould) 
.and ſo became God's People in another Man- 
ner than they had been is People: Not uc- 
cording to th Covenant of the Toles of Stone, 
* by putting bis Laws into their jy” jt 
arts, N 
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Parts, and writing them in their ſte: 


Jer. xxxi. 31. quoted - Hb. viii. 10. and allu- 


died to 2 Chr. ine 16. And as the Fey 


now became more eminently Holy; fo the 


Cemiler now firſt became ¶ Saints, or] Holy, 


at their being tranſſued out of the Ki dom —_ 


- Dar ue s into this Kingdom of Light, 1 
Wis iſs im L Is TR firſt — the 
"Works of . and ſeparating themſelves 

from the reſt of the World, which lay in Ido- 
latry and Vice, 


From what has been ne ſaid of whe 
A zrabamic Covenant, and the Conſtituti- 
on of the heavenly Kingdom, we may ſee, 


| that they are the ſame in Subſtanee, and differ 


chiefly as two Covenants between "the Father 
of a Family and his Children may be ſuppo- 


ſed to differ; the one of which is more fully 


explain d, and corroborated than the other: 


Vr as a Covenant between the Father of a Fa- 


mily and his Children may be ſuppoſed to dif- 
fer from the ſame Covenant between the ſame 
Parties, conſider'd not only as a Father of a 
Family with his Children, but as a King with 


his People. In order to give a fuller Seeurity 
to their Adoption or Inheritance, by Law and 


Compact, the moſt ſolemnly ratified and con- 


firmed, ſo as to entitle them to their Thhevi- 


tance, not only: as Weir Inkoritatice, . as 


their Reward. 


And from all ay its dev kiherto! aid, 


we my ſee, that the heavenly- wheritance 
was 


— 
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62 An Eſſay on the ſeveral Deſpenſations 

was firſt intimated to Adam, and to the Pas 
triarchs, (both by the gracious Diſcoveries 
God made to his own. Family, and by the 
amazing Curſes and Judgments, he brought 

on the Family of the Devil) was expreſly 
promis d; feal'd; ſworn and pledg'd to Abra- 
Bam, and to all his ſpiritual Seed through 
him; (though the Knowledge of the Promiſe, 
Seal, Oath and Pledge; was not publiſh'd be- 
yond: his Family, and ſuch, as would come to 
enquire of that Family about it) was pointed 
out by the Imperfection and the Antitype of 
_ the. Jewiſh. Conſtitution; was pledg'd afreſh 
in Promiſe, by the Covenant with David, 
and in fact, to his Seed, who ſat for above 
four hundred Years on his Throne; was fore 


h : told by the Prophets, (when the former Pled- 


ges ſeem d to fail) as what ſhould take Place 
under the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, the Son 
of David, in the Age to come; was prophe- 
fied of by Fobn Baptiſt, as what would be 
accompliſhed in J7eſus, whom he pointed to 
as then among them; was preached by Zeſus 
in the Days of his Fleſh, as what would take 
Place after his being lifted up; was actually 
poſſeſs d and enter d upon by him, and for us, 
at his Aſcenſion, as the Firſt- born among ma- 
ny (Sons of Abraham, who were all ue Bre- 
hren; was ſworn to Chriſt ; was ſignified by 
Baptiſm ; was commemorated” by the Lord's 
upper; and laſt, of all, was feal'd and pledg d 
by the Spirit, as a Proof that Chriſt has, Pow- 
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er to give Liſe, (from his being exalted to all 


Power both of Government and judgment, 
and that he will in due Time actually give it 


his Brethren and Subjects, by that very Spirit 
by which God rais d him, and by which he 


will raiſe us up from the Dead: By which al- 


ſo ſome of the Apoſtles went and preached this 


whole Doctrine to all the Zews, and others 


of them, according to his Command, to all 


the Gentiles. 


Thus God had from the Shedding down of 


the Holy Ghoſt (the firſt Act of Chriſt's regal 


Power) till the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, two 
Kingdoms and two People in the World; but 


of different Kinds, ©iz. an earthly and an 
| Heavenly one. And though the Subjects of 


the earthly Kingdom had no Privilege in the 


heavenly Kingdom, beyond the Gentiles, who 


were not Subjects of the earthly Kingdom, be- 


ſides the firſt Offer of entring into his heaven- 
ly Kingdom; yet they continued the Subjects 


or People of his earthly Kingdom, under his 


temporal Protection, (ſuch at leaſt as was ſuit- 
ed to the low State of their Fidelity and Obe- 


dience, and to the wiſe and merciful Ends of 

his univerſal Government of the World,) ow- 
ing and paying Obedience to the Law of his 
fleſhly or carnal Commandments. This muſt 
neceſlarily have been the Caſe, ſince his ſpiri- 


tual Kingdom related wholly to the Minds of 


Men, 
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Men, and alter d nothing in their civil Obliga- 
tions. Indeed it bound dawn their Political 

(as well as Oeconomical) Duties more ſtrictly 
upon them. Rom. xiii. 1 — 8. 1 Cor. vii. 
10. — 25. So far was it from diſſolving any 

civil Polity or Government in the World; or 
theirs in particular. 8 Wo 


But when after all the moſt gracious and 
condeſcending Methods had been try'd, the 
Subjects of this earthly Kingdom would not 
ſerve God, and obey the Voice of his Son, 
the great Prophet, as they had promis'd they 
would, as a fundamental Stipulation at the 
erecting the earthly Kingdom, Deut. xviii. 
15 — 20. Exod. xx. 19. Acts iii. 23. Nor 
would not- enter into his heavenly Kingdom, 
but continued a rebellious and contumacious 
People for about forty Years, after the ere&- 
ing this Kingdom, (the Time that he had ſuf- 
fer.d the Manners of their. Fathers in the Wil- 
derneſs,) he brought zhe People of the Prince, 
(call'd fo, becauſe he was the Head of the 
fourth (or only) Monarchy then in the 
World, according to Daniel's prophetick 
Language) upon them; as Daniel had fore- 
told, (CHap. ix. 26.) and as Jeſus himſelf fore- 
told alſo, (Luke xix. 4145. and xxi. 20.) 
and deſtroyed them; whereby he abdicated 
this his earthly Kingdom, affording the Fews 
no manner of Protection; they having cutiee- 
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| of GOD to Mankind. 65 
ly forfeited it, and the keeping up that earth- 
ly Kingdom, being no longer of that uſe to 
the Zews, or to the World, for which it was 
chiefly and ultimately intended ; now that the 
heavenly Kingdom had ſo fully taken Place: 
For Chriſt was the End of the Law, Rom. 
x. 4. And it had been foretold, that when He 
for whom the Government was reſerved | ds av 
© & amoxale] ſhould come, and the People 
Jhould be gather d unto him, the Sceptre ſhould 
depart from Judah, and a Lawgiver from 
between his Feet, Gen. xlix. 10. according to 
ſome, and thoſe I think the beſt, Readings of 
the Septuagint. Whereupon as God ceas d to 
be their King, they ceas d to be his People, 
or to owe any Allegiance to the Laws of his 
earthly Kingdom; and became the avow'd 
and determin'd Enemies of his heavenly King- 
dom, Rom. xi. 28. The very Character of 
the idolatrous Gentiles, Rom. v. 10, 11. 


From this Time God has had but one 
Kingdom, and one People in the World, (vis. 
a heavenly and a ſpiritual Kingdom over a wil- 
ling People) ruling only over the Spirit of their 
Minds. However, for their Father s ſake (up- 

on whoſe Account the Vydelites were firſt ta- 

ken to be a People, Deut. iv. 37.) the Zews are 
{till fo beloved, that it is probable, there will 
come a time, according as God ſeems to have 
reveal ' d it by his holy Apoſtles and Prophets, 

u ä that 
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that they ſhall be reſtor d, not only to be his 
ſpiritual Subjects, but his earthly People 
again in their own Land. O! the Depth of 
-#he Riches, both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge 
of God! How unſcarchable are his Fudgements, 
and bis Ways paſt ſinding out ! 


ok {ASI 

This earthly Kingdom however, when re- 
ſtor d, is to ceaſe before the heavenly one. 
For that will not determine but with the End 
and Conſummation of all God's Diſpenſations 
towards the Children of Men. When all the 
Enemies of God's Family and Kingdom , 
and of his Children and People, are zo be 
put under Chrift's Feet ; the laſt of which 
Pall be Death. Then will his Kingdom ap- 
pear in its brighteſt Glory. And when the 
Father . ſhall baue ſubdued: all Things unto 
Bim, | Chriſt] then alſo ſball the Son himſelf 
be ſubjet} unto him | the Father] that God © 
may be all in all, 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26, 28. 


a 
v J. 


That the one great Deſign of Revelation, 
and the one great Mean, by which that Deſign 
has been purſued in the ſeveral Diſpenſations 
of God towards Mankind (though diſcovered 


* . 
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in different Ages of the World in different 


Ways) may appear the more clear and perſpi- 
cuous; I will endeavour to draw what I have 


ſaid a little cloſer together, in a ſhort Recapi= 
tulation of the whole. Wen nts 
Which is this: That after Adam, whom 


God had created innocent or perfect, and 
whom, as ſuch, he had veſted at his Crea- 
tion with the Inheritance of an animal, ter- 
reſtrial Glory, Dominion, Bliſs and Im- 


mortality, (by which he became the Son of 


God, Luke iii. ult.) and that not only for 


himſelf, but for his Poſterity, had forfeited 


tit for them as well as for himſelf; by eating of 


the Tree of Death, or of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, in diſobedience to God's ex- 


— Command, and in compliance with the 


emptation of the Devil: It being the good 
Pleaſure of God, I ſay, that Adam, who had 
been thus his Son by Creation, with all his 
Deſcendants, the Sons of Men, ſhould not 
finally continue the Children of that apoſtate 
Spirit, and ſo remaining under the Power of 


Death, have their Portion with him in the 


Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, through De- 
ſpair of ever diverting the Diſpleaſure of their 
Maker; or through their, being without a well 

grounded Hope of obtaining a Recompence 
ſufficient to ſupport them .in a conſtant Courſe 
of Self-denial and Obedience; God was merci- 


fully pleaſed to give ſome Intimations to Adam 
and the Patriarchs, (particularly to Enoch 
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68 An Eſſay on the ſeveral Diſpenſations 
and Noah,) that He would become a Re- 
 warder after Death [or a Father] of all thoſe 
who ſhould diligently ſeek after his Will and 
obey it. I mean that Will of his ritten in 
their Hearts, or imparted by Revelation, re- 
lating to their Temper and Conduct, which 
was: ſo perfectly ſuited to their Nature and 
Cireumſtances, as to render it fit for. them 
to ſearch after and . obey it, abſtracted from 

all Conſiderations of this future Reward. On 
the qther Hand, God alſo gave ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces of his high Diſpleaſure againſt the Family 
of Cain and Canaan, (which are to be conſider- 
cel in their reſpective Ages, as the avowed Fa- 
milies of the Deo1l,) and againſt fuch as min- 
gled with them, (who rejected and deſpiſed 
all the gracious Intimations of his Purpoſe of 

adopting the Children of Men,) thereby the 
better to keep the Children of his own Fami- 
ly in a juſt Awe and Fear of Him. 
And to the Intent, that he might at the 
ſame Time aſſure them the more effectually 
of that his moſt gracious Purpoſe, he after- 
wards in great Tenderneſs and Condeſcenſi- 
on, vouchſafed to make an expreſs Covenant 
with #brabam, the Father of all the Faithful; 
in regard of his ſingular and unexampled 
Truſt in the Power of God, and Obedience to 
his Will, in the moſt trying Inſtar that he 
would Adopt him to the Inherita. a glo- 
rious, ſpiritual, and celeſtial Kingaom, Bliſs 
and Immortality, infinitely exceeding the In- 

25 „ heritance 
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heritance which Mankind loſt by the Diſobe- 
dience of the Father of all the Living. God 
Was moreover pleaſed to give Abrabam the 
Promiſe of Canaan, as a promis d Pledge of 
his performing that better Promiſe; and Cir- 
cumciſion, as a Seal to both theſe Promiſes : 
And was alfo pleaſed to ratify the Perfor- 


mance of them by. an Oath. Nor did he 


make this Promiſe to Abraham alone, but in 


making it to him, he made it to all the Men of 


all the Families of the Earth, in all Ages, that 


ſhould become his Seed; that is, that ſhould 


imitate his Faith and Obedience. 
He afterwards alſo, for ſeveral wiſe Rea- 
ſons, erected this Family, and ſuch as would 


joyn themſelves to them, into an earthly King- : 


dom, 1o conſtituted, as to point out a better; 
and as in many proper Ways to prepare Men 
and diſpoſe Things for the Eſtabliſhment of it; 
and to anſwer many other great Ends, both 
to them and the World, in their own Time, 


and in all future Ages. He alſo gave them 


the actual Poſſeſſion of Canaan; and after- 
wards made a Covenant, concerning the Fa- 
mily of David, (and confirm'd it by an 


Oath, ) as Pledges of the Performance of this 


better Promiſe. And aftgr the unpromiſing 
adverſe or deſperate Circumſtances of the 
Zewiſh Nation, made both the Pledges ſeem 


to loſe their Force with the Jes, this Hope 


was kept alive by Prophecies of the latter 
Prophets of a better Kingdom under the Meſ- 


. py 
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ſiah; eſpecially in the Minds of ſuch, as would 
become the Children of the Prophets, and imi- 
tate them in the Faith of theſe Predictions. 
And to the Intent, that he might in due Time 
aſſure this Inheritance to them in a clearer and 
ſtronger Manner, than he had done by the In- 
timations to the Patriarchs, by the Covenant 
with Abraham, as the Father of a ſpiritual 
Family or Seed, or by the Covenant of Sinai, 
or of David, or by the latter Prophets, he 
. firſt ſent his holy Child 7eſ#s to aſſure them 

of this, as a Prophet and Teacher of a higher 
kind than he had ever ſent before; and to 
give us a clear Rule and a perfect Example of 
fuch a Righteouſneſs, (after the Forgiveneſs 
of what was paſt,) as would entitle us to this 
Inheritance. Whom, after that He had be- 
come obedient to Death, God raiſed from the 
Dead, and gave him Glory; erecting a King- 
dom under him, as the Firſt-born among ma- 
ny Brethren; conſtituting him for this high 
and voluntary Act of Obedience, in ſuffering 
Death, the Heir and Lord of all things; that 

ſo if the Fews, or others, (whether they 
were already his adopted Children or not,) 
on a Meſſage ſent to them from himſelf by the 
Apoſiles of Chriſt Feſus, would now become 
the faithful Subjects of this his heayenly King- 
dom, and be publickly tranſlated into it by 
Baptiſm, they thould both be recayered from 
Death, the Appointment of the Sons of Men, 
and faved from Wrath to come, or the ſecond 

+: 8 | Death, 
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7 GOD „ Md. 71 
Death, the Portion and Reward of the Fa- 
mily and Kingdom of the Devil; and alſo 
have this heavenly Inheritance much more 
firmly ſecured to them in right of Children, 
by Adoption in Abraham, as the Father of the 
Faithful. For Chriſt was a Child of Abraham, 
putting his Truſt in God, Heb. xi. 13. and was 
actually raiſed from the Dead, and conſequently 
became their elder Brother. He alſo became 
their elder Brother on another Conſideration, 
og. as he ſent to them the Spirit of their hea- 
venly Father, now become the Spirit alfo 
of himſelf, their elder Brother, (on his re- 
ceiving it from the Father,) as a Pledge and 
Earneſt 'of their Adoption ; thereby confirm- 
ing their Title to this Inheritance as Heirs of 
God, and making or conſtituting them joint 
Heirs with himſelf. But their Title to this 
Inheritance was yet more ſtrongly confirmed to 
them by this new Conſtitution ; not only by its 
confirming their Title by Adoption, but by its 
giving them a new Title, 272. that of a Re- 
ward to their Obedience of the mild and gra- 
cious Law of this Kingdom : To which Re- 
ward they ſhould have an indefeaſible Title, 
by that very Law, which preſcribed the Terms 
of this Reward : The Law it ſelf, which is 
conſidered as a Covenantz (ſince it not only 
preſcribes the Duty of a Subject, but entitles 
every one that performs it, to this Reward,) 
being moreover ratified and confirmed by the 
moſt great and ſolemn Tranſactiens, that we 
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can conceive between the Father, as-the-Mo- 
narch of the Univerſe, and the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus, as the King of this Kingdom under 


him; in behalf of the Kingdom which he was 


.to receive from him; and in behalf of ſuch as 


would become the Subjects of it. 
And to the Intent, that the moſt diſtant Ares 


of the World might be aſſured of the Truth of 


the moſt important Facts of this Tranſaction, 
he has inſtituted a Feaſt to be often repeated in 


his Kingdom, as an undoubted Memorial of them, 


analogous to the moſt ſolemn Feaſt of the earth- 


_ Jy. Kingdom, and calculated to raiſe the moſt 


proper Reflections in our Minds, till he comes 
the ſecond Time without Sin unto Salvation. 
Jo which and all the other holy Purpoſes, iz. 
of Baptiſm (mentioned before) Hearing the 


Word of God, public Prayers, Praiſes and Ad- 


monitions, Chriſtians mult aſſemble themſelves 


With Decency and Order. 


Thus has it pleaſed God in Andi Wiſdom 
and Mercy, to take the moſt wiſe and conde- 
ſcending Methods, in order to prevent our 
Deſpair, and to animate and confirm us in the 
Hope of ſuch a Degree of immortal and cele- 
ſtial Dominion, Bliſs and Glory, as would be 
infinitely ſuperior to all the low, mix d and mo- 
mentary Pleaſures, that might ſeduce us from 
our Duty, (and che Happineſs that both conſti- 


tutes it to be our Duty, and that reſults from 
it,) without which ſuperior Reward, the grand 


Wen. of ock 8 e would for ever 
4 have 
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have diverted Mankind from any Endeavours 
after Obedience, or at leaſt from a ſteady Per- 
ſeverance in it: As he firſt tempted them to 
Apoſtacy by an Act of the higheſt Preſump- 
tion, from a vain Hope of gratifying a low 
Appetite of the Body, and a foolith and wic- 
ked Ambition of their Mind. 
In order to underſtand the Nature of the 
earthly Kingdom of God over the Hraelites, 
and the heavenly Kingdom of God over Chri- 
ftianę the more fully, it muſt always be re- 
member'd, that as the former was crected 
many Ages before the latter, ſo the former 
continued near forty Years after the latter. 
During which Time theſe two Kingdoms 
were Cotemporary to each other. | 

And though it is probable that the earthly 
Kingdom may be again erected ; yet it mult 
ceaſe and determine before the heavenly one ; 
which will not end but with the Conſummati- 
on of all Things. 
Thus I have confi dered Adam as a Sm of 
| God by Creation before the Fall: And all 
Mankind after the Fall, either as the adopted 
Sons, and afterwards the People of God, or as 
the Children, and afterwards the Subjects of 
the Devil; and accordingly entitled to an end- 
leſs Life, as it is deſcribed? in Scripture, or * 
e to the Keond Death. 
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. As this is the Sum of what has been ſaid, 
fo the Corollaries which may very fitly be 
drawn from it are, That Religion, or as ſome 
Divines have very juſtly diſtinguiſnd the 
Religion of the End, has always been, and al- 
ways will be the ſame, from the Beginning 
to the End of this World, and of that which 
is to come: But the Religim of the Means 
[Mean] has been ſomewhat ditferent, in the 
different Ages of the Children of Men. 
the Religion of the End, I mean the ſteady. 
Government of our own A petites and Path- 
ons, and a' conſtant Benevolence to others, 
neceſſarily reſulting from the Frame of our 
Nature, and from the State of T hings, conſi- 
der'd as the Law of a Being ſupremely power- 
ful, wiſe and good, and to ” whom conſequent- 
ly all Reverence, Gratitude, Obedicnce, Sub- 
| miſſion, and Reſignation, are due. And in 
this Religion of the End, natural and reveal 4 | 
Religion, as to the. Matter of them, are en- 
tirely the ſame. And by the Religion of the 
Means [ Mean] (which has been the chief and 
peculiar Matter of Revelation,) I intend the 
Method which God in infinite Condeſcenſion 
and Kindneſs to Mankind, has uſed by Reve- 
lation, to keep or make them Religious : Such 


as the Mood uſed with our firſt Parents in 
| Inno- 
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Innocence; with them, and the Patriarchs af- 


ter the Fall; with Abraham, and all that. 


knowing his Story, ſhould imitate his Virtues ; 
with the Jyraelites, and all that were ac- 


quainted with their Story, and then with the 
Diſciples of John Papiiſt, and of Feſus, and 
the Believers in Chriſt. All which Methods 
will fall under the general Head of Motive, or 


| Promiſe; very much heightned however, as 


it contains an Aſſurance of being delivered 
from the ſevereſt Threatning. Or if you will, 
this Matter may be a little more particularly 
ſtated thus. The Religion of the End is Pie- 

ty, Virtue, or the Obedience of à Child of 


| God. The Mean to keep or make Men Chil- 


dren of God, has been the promis d Continu- _ 


ance of the Poſſeſſion, or the Hopes of ſuch a 


future, Reward or Inheritance, as might pre- 


ſerve Men in being obedient to God, or reco- 
ver them to it, 4 to the Inheritance that 


belongs to it, after they were become Chil- 


| dren of. the Devil, and Heirs of Death and . 
Wrath. That Inheritance was Paradiſe, and 


the promis d Continuance of it on Condition 
of Obedience, to our firſt Parents in Innocence; 
and to them and their Deſcendants aſter the 
Fall, Heaven or eternal Life, as it is reveal- 
ed in Scripture, (i. e. a State of Dominion 


and Bliſs, to be enjoy'd in a celeſtial, ſpiritual, 


powerful, and glorious Body, in the Preſence 
and Glory of God, not ſubject to any future 
State of Trial,) through a Recovery from the 
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firſt Death, and Salvation from the ſecond 
Death. This could never have been diſcover- 
ed by our Reaſon, but was graciouſly hinted 
to our firſt Parents and the Patriarchs; ex- 
preſly promis d to Abraham; pointed out by 
the Law and Conſtitution God gave the 1/- 
raelites; pledg'd by the Poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
and afterwards by the Covenant with David, 
and his Line ; clearly propheſy'd of, particu- 
larly by John Baptiſt; to be farther confirm'd 
by the Meſſiah; actually confirm'd by him, 

as a Prophet, to his Diſciples, whilſt on Earth; 
but chiefly by him as a King, to his Subjects, 
on his Death, Reſurre&ion, and Aſcenſion in- 
to Heaven; as appear'd by his ſending down 
the Holy Ghoſt. Such as have uſed the ſeve- 
ral Methods of opening, this great Mean of Re- 
ligion, to the making themſelves Religious in 
the ſeveral Ages of the World, and have 
thereby promoted their Virtue and Piety, or 
the Temper and Conduct of a Child of God, 
have comply d with the Obligations they were 
under, with regard to the Religion of the 
Means [Mean] and of the End. Fo 
It muſt at the ſame Time be obſerved, that all 
theſe ſeveral Methods, which are conſidered as 
the Religion of the Means | Mean] have been 
exactly ſuited to the different Circumſtances of 
Men and Things in theſe ſeveral Diſpenſations; 
the firſt beginning where one would reaſonably 
expect it, namely, with the Creation of Man; the 
reſt naturally following from the Fall of Man ; 
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and all the former Methods leading to the 


laſt, centering in it, and being fully and glo- 

riouſly compleated by it. ; | 
Thus has the Religion of the Means [Mean] 

been ſomewhat different in reſpe& of Clear- 


neſs and Certainty, and different Accommo- 


dation to the different Circumſtances of Man- 
kind, in the ſeveral Ages of the World; 


- whilſt the Religion of the End has not only 


been invariably. the ſame, but at the ſame 

Time always ſo certain and plain, as to be of 
it ſelf ſufficient to lead all Men to it, and to 
leave them without excuſe, if they did not 


know and practiſe it. However, to ſuch as 
have underſtood and practis d it the beſt, bet- 
ter Means, or greater Aſſiſtances have been 
ſtill given as a Reward for the Improvement 


of what they already had. And when ſuch 


Means have been afforded, they have been al- 


ways attended with ſufhcient Evidence of their 
Fitneſs and Genuineneſs (as the Religion of the 


End has always been with the fulleſt Evidence 


of its Truth and Deſireableneſs) to convince 


honeſt and upright Minds, who alone would 


make any good Uſe of them; but without any _ 
ſuch Degree of Evidence, as would be unneceſ- 


. fary to them, and would be waſted on others, 
namely, on depraved Minds; whoſe Addicted- 


neſs to their Vices would render ſuch over- 


bearing Evidence uſeleſs and ineffectual, if it 


had been indulged them. 
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From what has hw ſaid, we may ſee, what 
Relation Faith bears to the Religion of the 
Means [Mean]: Or of what Uſe Faith is in 

_ reveal'd Religion. The Religion of the Means 
{ Mean] as it has been juſt now ſtated, is the 

Method which God has taken to make Men 

Religious, by revealing certain. Propoſitions 

to them. Now Faith, as it is here underſtood, 

is the Aſſent of the Mind to the Truth of thoſe 

Propoſitions on divine "Teſtimony ; without 

which, thoſe Propoſitions could have no force 

on us. How vain then is the Objection of the 

Deiſts, that Chriſtians aſcribe a great deal too 

much to Faith, as it is here underſtood, be- 

cauſe Faith in this Senſe, (as muſt be allow d) 

is no Virtue. They pretend that Faith in this 

Senſe is ſuppoſed to ſave Men; and that Men 
are ſuppoſed to be damned for the want of it. 

Whereas really Faith is repreſented of no uſe 

in the Religion of the Means Mean] but 

what it muſt neceſſarily be of. For Faith is 
juſt of ſo much uſe to the Believer, as the Pro- 

28383 believed has a Tendency to promote 
is Virtue and Happineſs. He that believes 


ſuch a Propoſition has all the Advantage of 


that good 'Tendency of the Propoſition, from 
his Belief of it. He that does not believe ſuch - 
a. ene cannot have that : Advantage. | 


Thus 
- | 
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8 Thus for Inſtance, he that believes that eternal 
Life, as it is deſcrib'd in Scripture, will be 
the Inheritance of a Child of God, has all the 
Motive to Virtue and Piety, and all the Com- 
fort that a Belief of that Propoſition muſt 
- neceſſarily give him. He that does not be- 
lieve that Propoſition, muſt want that Com- 
fort, and that Motive. So that here is no- 
thing attributed to Faith, as it is here un- 
derſtood, but what neceſſarily flows from it: 


And which is no more than what the Deiſts 


attribute to Knowledge in natural Religion, 
tho Knowledge is no more a Virtue than Faith, 
but bears exactly the ſame Relation to natural 
Religion, that Faith does to reveal'd Religion. 
For Religion, whether natural or reveal'd, muſt 
begin in Knowledge or in Faith, and. "muſt 


from hence ſettle in Temper, and ſo hold on 


in Practice, that is ever to end in the Re- 
wards reſulting from Virtue, in the Reaſon of 
Things; or in " thoſe Rewards which God has 
wiſely and bountifully annex'd to Virtue and 


Piety, by the Revelation he has made of his 

Will. Indeed if any would carry this a 
little farther, it may juſtly be ſaid, that Chri- 
ſtians aſcribe no more to Faith in reveal'd Re- 


ligion, not only, than the Deiſts do to Know- 
ledge in natural Religion; but than the 
Atheiſts do to Knowledge i in relation to moral 
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Conor tent . 


Though the Means of Religion (Which 


is but in other Words the Religion of the 
Means) have been ſomewhat different in reſpect 
of Clearneſs, Certainty and Accommodation 
to the different Circumſtances of Mankind in 
different Ages; yet theſe Means of Religi- 


on have always been beautifully proportion- 


ed to the State of Things, and to each other. 
I mentioned theſe Proportions in the Preface, 


and referr'd the Reader hither. I will now 


point out ſome of thoſe Proportions (among 
numberleſs which occur) in three of theſe 
Means of Religion ; or if you will, in the one 
great Mean of Religion, differently exhibited 
and aſcertain d in three different Diſpenſations; 


namely, the annexing Life as the promis d Re- 


ward, or Inheritance belonging to Righteouſ- 
| neſs (in order to keep or make Men righte- 
_ ous) under the Diſpenſation of Innocence, of 
Abraham, and of Chrift : Some of thoſe Pro- 


portions ſtand thus. The Continuance of 
an animal Life, in a groſs terreſtrial and cor- 
ruptible Body, cloath'd however with a Glo- 
ry, and: accompany'd with the Dominion and 


Bliſs of an earthly Paradiſe, and the high Pri- 
vilege of 5 ſometimes with the Se- 
e 


chinah, was promiſed to the firſt Adam (who 


had no Father but God) in Innocence, or a 
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State of Trial, on his paying perfect Obedi- 
ence to the Law that he was under, without 
. paſſing through Death to it; and a Power in 
ſome ſort to tranſmit ſuch a Life, in a Body 
like his own, to his Poſterity. — A future 

endleſs Life, in a ſpiritual, celeſtial, powerful 
_ -and' glorious Body, accompanied with the 
Kingdom, Glory and- Bliſs of Heaven, where 
we are always alſo to behold the Glory of 
God, and ſee him as he is, without being 
ſubject to any future Trial, after being a long 
time under the Power of Death and Corrup- 
tion, was firſt intimated upon the Loſs of the 
earthly Paradiſe to Adam, and all his Sons, 
that were ſincere; and was afterwards more 
expreſly promiſed to Abraham, for the ſake 
of his eminent Sincerity (which under the 
Name of Faith God counted for Righteouſ- 
neſs) and to all his Sons or Seed; or to all 
Men of any other Family performing ſincere 
Obedienee to the ſame. Law: The Reward of 
Heaven, though greater than that of Paradiſe, 
being unſeen and future; and the Obedience 
that Man pays ſince the Fall, though imper- 


miſe was then pub 
mily of this ſin Of 
which indeed ſuch of other Families as would, 
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- might enquire about it. —— But the higheſt 
- heavenly Life and Glory, aſter a ſhort Death, 
without ſeeing Corruption, and an univerſal 


Power and Dominion is actually conferr'd on 
the ſecond Adam, the holy Jeſus, (a Son of 
David by his Mother, but who had no Fa- 


ther but God) of the ſpiritual as well as car- 


nal Seed of Abraham, the only begotten Son 
of God, and the Firſt-born or Begotten of all 


his Brethren, from the Dead, (and therefore 
by Nature, and the higheſt Preheminence, he 
Hen f God) in order to his recovering all' to 


Life, and to his giving that endleſs Life in a 
Body form'd aud faſhion'd by his Spirit, like 


his own Body, to all the ſincere (his younger 
Brethren) Whether Jets or Gentiles, (ac. 
_ cqrding to God's Offer and Promiſe publiſhed | 


ſentencing the Inſincere (the Children of the 


4 . 
2 


Devil) to the ſecond Death: Mhilſt this Life, 


and the Power of giving Life, is given to him, 


not oply for his being perfectly righteous, or 


* 
— 


obedient to the ſame Law, in Fleſh, that we 


are under; but for his hay ing alfo perſorm d 
a perfect Obedignce to a peculiar and a higher 


Law, that be. voluntarily put himſelf under, 


even that of the greateſt Selfedenial and 
Abaſement; particularly. emptying himſelf. of 


by Glory, taking the Faſhion of a Man, and 
the F 


Form of a.Scxyant, and becoming obedient 
be Death, even the Death of the Crols, in or- 


18, 
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is, conformed: to that lower Law of Self- de- 
nial and Abaſement, (or that lower Rule of 
Righteouſneſs) which they are under. 


CorotLrany IV. 


That the Father ſhould fend the Word to 
take Fleſh; to live a mean Life, and die an 
ignominious Death; has been the Aſtoniſhment 
of Angels and Men. I have hinted in the Pre- 

face, that to ſay; that Jeſus came to give a 
new Publication of natural Religion, will not 

account for that amazing Phænomenon. For 
why might not an inferior Being, or a meer 

Man, that never exiſted before, as the Socint- 

Ans repreſent Chriſt to have been, have given 
us ſuch a Publication, as a Prophet ſent from 
God? Could not a meer Man, or an inferior 
Being; have ſet us an Example? Aſſured us of 

the Forgiveneſs of Sins that were paſt ? Or of 

all neceſſary Aſſiſtance for the Time to come ? 

Could not an holy Man have been raiſed from 

the Dead, and thereby have aſſur d us, that 

human Nature might reuive e Some indeed 
have alledged other Reaſons for this great 

Tranſadtion: But I muſt leave them who oſſer 

thoſe Reaſons to ſupport. them. A Matter 

of this Conſequence muſt. not be truſted to 
diſputable Points. In the mean time, if tha 
great End of the Chriſtian Revelation be what 

I have repreſented it n this Eſſay, and hinted. 
3 8 0 1 2 N in 
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in the foregoing Corollary, ig. to aſſure us 
in the fulleſt Manner that could be, (after the 
Prey Aſſurances of a lower Nature which had 
een given) of eternal Life, as it is deſcribed 
in Scripture, and in a Way ſuited to the Rea- 
fon and Proportion of Things; it may let us 
into ſome further Account of this wonderful 
Appearance ; or at leaſt ſet it in a fuller Light. 
For who was ſo fit for the Father to make us 
his adopted Sons by, after we were become 
the Children of the Devil, and Heirs of 
Death and Wrath, as his only begotten 
Son? Who was ſo fit ſor the living 
God to give us eternal Life by, as he, to 
whom he had given to have Life in him- 
ſelf, (and to whom alone that high Privilege 
ſeems fit to be granted) and who we might 
therefore be aſſured, was able to give it to us? 
Jobn vi. 40 57. Who was at all fit to 
receive the eternal Spirit of the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, in order to give it to Jeiſb and Centile 
Believers, as the Earneſt of eternal Liſe, but 
he that was produc'd before the Creation, 
Lp ron dong xlicews, Colofe i. 15. ] and the 
Firſt-born from the Dead, and thereby had in 
all Things the Preheminence e His well belo- 
ved Son, in whom he was always well pleaſed, 
"4 Gab. iv. 6. And who was ſo fit to be entruſted 
* with that univerſal Power of Government and 
| Judgment, that was neceſſary to ſecure to us, 
in the fulleſt Manner, the future Poſſeſſion of 
eternal Life, as he, that was the Heir of all 
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Things? The Word, who . was before all 
- Things, who was with God, and was God, 
. by whom all Things were made; the Bright= 
neſs of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs 
Tmage of his Perſon? ns eb! 
_ Farther, how fit and congruous was it for 
the Son of God to take Fleſh, in which Ap- 
petites and Paſſions had had the Aſcendant, to 
the loſing Life, in order to his regaining Life 
by perfect Self-denial and Obedience? Rom. 
viii. 3. To the Intent that we might ſee, that 
being conformed to him in ſuch a Degree of 
Self- denial and Obedience as was required of 
us, was the only Way to recover a better Life 
than that, which had been loſt by the undue 
Indulgence which our firſt Parents gave to 
their lower Powers? What was ſo like to en- 
amour us with Self-denial and Holineſs, the 
only Way to eternal Life, as ſeeing the Son of 
God, in ſuch a Body as ours, holy, harmleſs, 
and undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, going 
about doing Good? And what can reconcile 
us ſo ſtrongly to the Sufferings of this preſent 
Life, by which 2we are to inherit the King 
dom of God, as ſeeing that it pleas d him for 
whom are all Things, and by whom are all. 
Things, in bringing many Sons to Glory, 10 
male the Captain of their Salvation perfett. 
through Sufferings * Heb. ii. 10. Finally, 
| what can be a greater Support and Encourages 
ment to us, under Self. denial and Sufferings} 
than to know, that in reward to Chriſt's Sel 
mer”. | = denial, 
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denial, Holinefs, and voluntary Abaſement in 
Fleſh, for the Good of Mankind, he is be- 


come the Firſt-born from the Dead, has a glo- 


rious Body, and in that glorious Body enjoys 
the higheſt Degree of heavenly Glory, Honour 
and Power? Or what can be a greater Securi- 
ty to us, than this Advancement of his, that 

n our being conformed to him in the Like- 


noſe of his Life and Death, we ſhall alſo be 


conformed to him in the Glory of his Reſur- 
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The fifth Corollary is, That on peruſing 


this ſhort Syſtem of Revelation, a very pro- 


per Way naturally offers it ſelf of examining 
Revelation, and the View I have given of it. 
Revelation is ſuppoſed, according to what has 


been already faid of the Religion of the Means, 


to be an extraordinary Diſcovery God has 
mercifully made, to aſſiſt Mankind to act rea- 
ſonably, or aceording to the Truth of Things, 
under the Weakneſs of their Reaſon, and the 
Strength of their Appetites and Paſſions, in the 
low Situation of reaſonable Beings, in which 


Mankind ſeems to be placed. Let Revelation 
then be examined by the Deſireableneſs of the 


End, (in which it entirely agrees with natural 

Religion,) by the Fitneſs of the one great 

Mean it has all along propoſed for attaining 
| =. that 
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that End; by the Fitneſs of the various Me- 


thods by which that one great Mean has been 


exhibited to Mankind, in their various Cir- 
cumſtances, in the ſeveral Ages of the World; 


and by the Beauty and Proportion of the Re- 


lations, which thoſe Methods bear to each 
other: And then let the Syſtem which I have 
offer'd be examin'd by its Conſiſteney with Re- 
velation, and with it ſelf. If Revelation will 
bear an Examination by theſe Criteria, no 
reaſonable Man can doubt, whether that Re- 


velation be of God; nor whether the Repre- 
ſentation that I have here given of Revelation, 
agrees in the Main with it. We all allow an 


Hypotheſis of Nature to be a true Hypotheſis, 
if it agrees with Nature, and folves all its 


Pþenomena conſiſtently, as far as we are ac- 
quainted with them. Cartes beautifully ſays 


ſomewhere, that if a Man ſhould happen to 


find out a Key that would decypher a Letter, 


writ to him in a Cypher, by la Friend, ſo as 
to makòꝭ it ſuit the Character and Circumſtan- | 


ces of bath the Correſpondents: we might \cer- 
tainly conclude it was the Key by which it had 
been writ. How much more then may we be 


aſſured of this in Revelation, where we have 
all the Datg. beſore us e Which I ſuppoſe are 


. — more than we Have: to:examine an Hy- 
eſis of Philoſophy by. In Both theſe Ca- 


we g upon this ſure — that Falſe- 


hood will not appear to agree far with Truth; 


| ſap more than a: * Eine: will appear 


(even 
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(even to no better Eyes than ours) to agree 
in many Points with a ſtreight one. But if 
the Rule of Revelation be er extended 
than that of Nature, it will ſooner: diſcover 
any Deviation. But! ſorbear to add more on 
this Head; having anticipated my ſelf, in a 
good Meaſure, in the Preface, Nor would it 
have been ſo proper to have ſaid any Thing on 
the internal Evidence of Revelation here, were 
it not to connect it with what I am going to 
Ay of its external Evidence; and fo to endea- 
vour to repreſent the Force of the whole Evi- 
dence for Revelation in one ſhort view. And 
when a reaſonable Man lays both of them be- 
fore himſelf in this manner, how. will he be 
abi longer to withſtand ite | 
By the external Evidence pf: Revelation" 
4 mean the 8 of great Power or Know- 
| led or Wiſdom, which accompany it: 
1 rows the Miracles, which firſt: attended 
mediate or traditionary Revelation in the Caſc 
of Moſes; and aſterwards of | Feſus'of Naza- 
retÞ ; and then Prophecy, which follow'd in 
the Religion of Moſes; and, all the prophetick 
_  Gilts of feveral Kinds, and in che higheſt De- 
grees, which follow'd in the Religion of 7 
ſus, on his Aſcenſion to the rage t. Hand 'of 
"Power: ;and:which muſt be allow d to be the 
greateſt of all the external Evidences; wWhe- 
ther we conſider the Naturg of theſe Giſts 
(they being not only Marks of the greateſt 
es and Knowledge, but of the- greateſt 
134% | Wildom 
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Wiſdom too, being fit means to ſpread the 
Knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion) or the 
Repreſentations which the New Teſtament 
gives of them. If any ſhould pretend that 
they don't receive the Bible, becauſe they 
have not leiſure to conſider the external Evi- 
dence there is for its being a divine Revela- 
tion ; let them conſider the internal Evidence, 
Which will take up lefs time ; and then no 
want of leiſure can be pretended as an Excuſe, 
But above all, let him take care how he re- 
jects Revelation, who has Leiſure and Ability 
do conſider both, For if a Train of diſtin& 

Marks of Power, of Knowledge, and of Wiſ- 
dom, above what is Human; and if Marks of 
the greateſt Power, Knowledge and Wiſdom, 
all joyn'd together in the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, are not ſufficient to atteſt that the wiſeſt 
Mean, ( exhibited differently, but properly 
and proportionably to Mankind, under diffe- 
rent Circumſtances in different Ages) in order 
to attain the moſt defirable End, is from God; 
when this End and Mean ſufficiently recome 
mend themſelves to us, without that Atteſta- 
tion, we ſeem to put it out of the Power of 
God to give us the Fayour of a Revelation. 
For what can bg the Stamp of Divinity upon a 

Revelation, that is it ſelf every Way worthy - 
| of God, if Marks of the greateſt Power, 

Knowledge, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, both in 
a long Succeſſion, and in Conjunction, be 
not? Let thoſe who or ject ſuch a — 85 
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take care, leſt it be their Condemnation, 
that Light is come into the World, but that 
Men hoe Darkneſs rather than Light, be- 
Cauſe their Deeds are evil 


_ CoroLLary VI 


When reveal'd Religion appear'd in all 
this full Luſtre of internal and external Evi- 
_ dence, as it did in the Times of the Apoſtles, 
the Time when Revelation was fully com- 
pleated, it muſt certainly have had very great 
Effects on Mankind, in informing their Minds, 
and regulating their Lives. And therefore, 
as on the one Hand, if there had been no ſuch 
Effects produc'd, it would be unnatural to 
ſuppoſe, that the Doctrines of Revelation ever 
could have had this internal and external Evi- 
dence; ſo on the other Hand, the Accounts 
we have in the Hiſtory of the Achs and Epi- 
tles, and in the Writings of the Cotempora- 
ries, and immediate Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, 
of the great Effects it actually produc'd in all 
the Places where it came, is a further Evi- 

dence of the Truth of reveal'd Religion: Since 


by theſe Hiſtories it appears, that the Effects 


which were wrought by Revelation in all this 
_ Clearneſs and Strength of internal and exter- 
nal Evidence, were in Kind and Degree, juſt 
what one would naturally expect from that 
e Cox OL 


” 
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Such a Deſign, ſuch a Mean, ſuch Methods 
of diſcovering that Mean to Mankind, ſo re- 
lated, ſo proportion d to the State of Man- 

kind, and to each other, ſuch well atteſted 
Inſtances of Power, Knowledge, and Wiſdom 
accompanying them, and ſuch Succeſs attend- 


ing them, are the true and infallible Marks of 


a Revelation from God; every Thing concur- 
ring, that we can now ſuppoſe about it, either 
a Priori, or a Poſteriori. What more can 
be defired to ſet the Truth and Excellency of 
divine Revelation in the moſt glaring Light, 
than to obteſt and conjure reaſonable Men to 
compare it with the pretended Revelations 
either of former or later 'Times? And to ſee, 
whether they will bear a Trial by theſe 
Marks, or any Compariſon with the Bible? 
Beginning from the monſtrous, inconſiſtent, 
immoral Theology of the Pagans, till we go 
through the almoſt equally abſurd Syſtem of 
Hons of the firſt Hereticks, and come down 
to that of Mabomet, or of the Roman Anti- 

chriſt; and of thoſe that have mix'd any of 
her Corrupt ions, or their own with the Word 
of God; even after all the Refinements,. any of 
theſe ſeveral Syſtems have undergone by the 

-greateſt Wits, that have patroniz d them in 
the ſeveral Ages of the World. The bare 
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mention of ſuch of theſe Syſtems, as are made 
up of nothing at all, or of little elſe, but 
Falſhood, makes a Trial of them by theſe Cri- 
teria entirely needleſs; and a farther Compari- 

ſon between them and the Bible perfectly ridicu- 
lous: To any other Purpoſe at leaſt, than that 
of a Foil, which it don't at all want. And as 
this can't be the Place of mak ing a Trial, and 
Compariſon between the Bible, and theſe 

Schemes, where there is more Truth mix'd 
with Falſhood in various Proportions and 
Degrees; ſo it will not be difficult for thoſe 
to make this Trial or Compariſon, who are 
well acquainted with any of theſe compound- 
ed Syſtems, and with the ſimple and unmix'd 
Syſtem of the Bible. All that I ſhall add is, 

That Revelation ſtands in a proportionable 

Degree of Oppoſition to every falſe Religion, 
to the Degree of Falſhood which they contain; 
and in Con junction with them, fo far as they 
have any Mixture of Truth; as Hereſy always 
has. In ſo much that it aims at nothing leſs 
than the total Subverſion of the Pagan Theo- 
logy, by recalling Men from the Worſhip of 
many Gods, through many Mediators or 
Lords, but all of them Patrons of Vice, to the 
Worſhip of the One only true God, by one 
Lord or Mediator, even Feſtus Chriſt the 
Righteous, who cleanſes us from ali Sin. 
Whilſt it directs us, only to purge | out 
the Leaven of Error, Hypocriſy and Malice 
_ that is in Hereſy, in order that we may be- 
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come an unleavened Lump of Sincerity and 
Truth. eee e e 


| CoxoLrLary VIII. 


_ If we compare Revelation with natural Re- 
ligion (which the Deiſts with us allow to be 
true Religion,) they are, as to the Religion of 
the End the fame ; that is, the Duties that are 
due to God, to our ſelves, and to one ano- 
ther, in both of them are exactly the very 
ſame; and whatever has been revealed in any 
Age of the World, as a Mean to attain that 
End, has had a natural Fitneſs to promote 
that End, in the Circumſtances Men then 
were; though they might not probably have 
hit upon that Mean: Nor could they without 
Revelation have ever been aſſur d, that it was 
a true one. For though every one ſees, that 
the Reward of eternal Life, Dominion and 
Glory, not ſubject to any future State of Tri- 
al, and the peculiar Bliſs that reſults from 
them, is the moſt proper Means to promote 
Virtue; yet how ſhould we know, that they 
would be the Reward of Virtue, if God had 
not revealed it to us? Or how, on the other 
Hand, could we have known unleſs God 
had revealed it to us, that wicked Men ſhould _ 
be raiſed from the Dead, and after a Trial, 
according to their Works (by which the Re- 
Ward of eternal Life is very much 1 
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be ſentenced to the ſecond Death. Though 


now we know it, every one muſt allow it to 
be a powerful Motive to Obedience. And the 
ſame may be ſaid of all the reſt of the peculiar 
Doctrines or Precepts of Revelation. As the 
Doctrine of Mediation, and the Inſtitution of 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper; as I have 
endeavoured to make appear in the Courſe of 
this Eflay : Since natural Religion then is on 
all Hands allowed to be true, is it not moſt 
highly probable, that revealed Religion is al- 
ſo true, from this Conſideration alone, that 
revealed Religion has the greateſt Fitneſs to 


promote natural Religion, in thoſe Points, 


Where they don t coincide ? Where one Thing 


nas a T endency to promote another Thing, 
we conclude that they ſtand related as End 


and Mean in other Caſes, both in the natural 


and moral World; and why then ſhould we 


—_ 


not in this? "Befides natural and reveal'd Re- 


ligion agree thus far farther : That reveal'd 
| Religion is as fit as a Mean; as natural Re- 
ligion is deſireable as an End: And that as 


natural Religion may be reduced to one End; 


_ fo revealed Religion, in that which is peculiar 
to it, may be reduced to one Mean; namely, 


diſcovering to us the moſt powerful Mo- 


tive of Obedience, e. the Promiſe of eternal 
Life, heightned by its being a Salvation from 
the ſecond Death. So that, on the whole, 
the Bible appears to contain a Revelation 


rom God, Whether we conſider > in it ſelf, 


(7. e. 
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(i. e. in the internal and external Evidence 
which attends it,) or if we compare it with 
falſe Religions, or with the true. It ſtands in 
the greateſt Oppoſition to the one, and in the 
moſt cloſe and the only proper Relation to the 
other: That is to ſay, of a moſt uſeful Mean 
to attain it. 


CoROLLARTY IX. 


If the Deiſt ſhall ſtill alledge, after all that 
has been ſaid, that natural Religion don't 
want the Aid of thoſe ſupernatural Motives, 
ſince it contains Motives of its own, both of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, from the neceſſary 
Conſequences of 'Things, ſufficient to ſupport 
Virtue : All that needs be added, is, "That 
more Motives will beget more Virtue. And 
that Revelation furniſhes us with an additi- 
onal Motive, and of greater Force, than natu- 
ral Religion furniſhes us with, will not be de- 
nied by any one, on the Suppoſition that the 
Bible is a Revelation from God. For it ac- 

quaints us, that Death is the Puniſhment of 
Sin, that the Wicked ſhall riſe and undergo 

a Trial, and receive a Doom to unſpeakable 
poſitive Miſery ; but that the Righteous ſhall 
not only efcape the Anxiety of a 'Trial of un- 

 - certain Event, (from the Conſciouſneſs of 
their own Integrity,) and the Shame and An- 
guiſh of a Sentence of Condemnation ; but tha 


whe 


A * W 8 3 * 5 " 
7 enn . R 7 7 82 ed a4, be ts. 0 , " * * 5 5 
* ** i Wo WO ES: of hs 9 % S n WE 1 + off * 9 * 3 3 * 3 
- Fx W . * SY ö LW des Th ; RES " 4 7 4 p, * — ns 
7 5 P'S: * A x N * * x * k * 8 2 * * 
. ** ** q N * 
» ** * 5 » y 5 Ot 
* 


96 An Eflay on the ſeveral Diſpenſations 
when the Heavens are to be roll'd up like a 
Scrowl, when the Elements are to melt with 
fervent Heat, and when the Earth, with all 
its Works, are to be conſumed and burned up, 
and the Wicked ſhall be overtaken by this 

_ univerſal Conflagration, that God will find 
out a Way for the Eſcape and Salvation of the 
Righteous. Revelation farther aſſures us, in 
the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Manner, that they 
ſhall, in celeſtial, ſpiritual, glorious and pow- 
erful Bodies, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for them; and in Manſions of Glory enjoy the 
moſt glorious Society, and behold the Glory 


of God himſelf, ſeeing him not only in his 


Works of Creation and Providence, but as 
Heis; and ſhall enjoy this unſpeakable Bliſs 
and Felicity, without the leaſt Chance of 
ever looſing it. And what can ſtrike Men, if 
the greateſt Security of avoiding the utmoſt 
Miſery, and of enjoying the greateſt Glorys 
Dignity , Power, Dominion and Bliſs for 
ever, ſhall not? And yet none can ſay, that 
the Light of Nature could furniſh, us with this 
Motive, or that the Light of Revelation does 
not. And what is there, perhaps, but ſome, 
one of all theſe things, (which jointly make. 
up the Motive of Revelation) and that in a 
poor, low Degree, and of uncertain and ſhort 
Tontinuance, that engages us in any of the 


unwearied Purſuits of our whole Lives? This 


is ſufficient to ſhew us, how powerful all theſe i 
Conſiderations muſt be when joyn'd together # 
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and how worthy: therefore they are of a di- 
vine Diſcovery; and conſequently that as Re- 
velation contains a ſtronger and more power- 
ful Motive to Virtue, than we could have diſ- 
cover d by the Light of Nature, it is wiſely 
calculated to produce more Virtue among 
Mankind. This it has a Tendency to do in 
all Cafes; but has a very ſuperior Tendency 
to do it in ſome : As for Inſtance, in the Caſe 
of powerful and ſudden Temptation; and par- 
ticularly in that, where we are reduced to the 
Neceſſity of loſing our Life immediately, or 
of ſacrificing our Virtue to fave it. Wy 


\ . CqnoLriary X. 


I it be farther alledg'd, That Actions, 
which for the Matter of them are virtuous, yet 

when perform'd for the ſake of extrinſical or 

_ poſitive Rewards, ſuch as Revelation is here 
ſuppoſed to propoſe to us, (or in other 
Words, Rewards that don't flow from the 
Nature of 'Things) ceaſe to be virtuous, (which 
is what a late noble, learned and polite Au- 
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thor has very much inſiſted on,) I anſwer; 


That indeed to be above all Reward or Hap- 
pineſs, but that which neceſſarily reſults from 
the Nature of Things, is the higheſt Perfection; 
but this can belong to no Being, but the unori- 
ginated Father of all Things; who being in- 

capable of any 2 to his Happineſs, _ 
T i N when 
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when he acts in regard to other Beings, only 
== act to communicate Happineſs to them. But 
= as to Beings capable of additional Happineſs, 
| or of poſitive and extrinſical Rewards, though 
it muſt be own d, that their doing good Acti- 
ons, without feeling Pleaſure in doing them, 
z and without any Regard to thoſe natural 
6” Rewards of good Actions, which are the 
neceſſary Reſult of them, and purely for 
the additional or extrinſical and poſitive 
Reward, would deſtroy their Virtue ; yet if 
the extrinſical and poſitive Reward be ade- : 
quate, and worthy of the Purſuit of a reaſon- | 
able Being, it is Virtue to purſue it, and to act 5 
with the more Vigor in order to obtain it, not 
indeed excluſive of the natural Rewards of 
good Actions, but in Con junction with them. 
No Man can doubt, whether it be Virtue to 
purſue our own true Happineſs; that is, Plea- 
ſure that will not injure our ſelves or other 
Beings. For what is Virtue but our trueſt 
Pleaſure and Happineſs? Whether that Hap- 
pineſs reſults from the Nature of Things, or 
| from ſuch a Connexion, as the Governor of 
the World has revealed to us to be ſettled by 
bim, makes no difference. And ſure it will 
be but acting reaſonably, or according to 
-@ Truth, and the Naturc of Things, to purſue, 
more Happineſs with more Vigor, than a leſs. 
Happineſs; from whichſoever of theſe twa 
Originals that Happineſs may be derived. 
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Beſides, as in the Caſe of the natural Re- 
Ward of good Actions, to purſue thoſe Re- 
Wards, may be ſaid one y enough to be 
- purſuing Virtue it ſelf, both in Fact, and in 
' the Opinion of the Objector; ſo who ſhall 
fay, that purſuing the additional and poſitive 
Rewards of Virtue, (on the Suppoſition of the 
Bibles being a Revelation from God) is not 
purſuing Virtue in the ſame Senſe too? Is it 
not highly probable, that the Glory, Dignity, 
and Dominion, to which we ſhall be advan- 
\ ced, will be for the Service of that Kingdom; 
| * that it is the, Father's good Pleaſure to give 
usꝰ Is not purſuing this celeſtial Glory, Dig- 
nity and Dominion then purſuing Virtue 3 
or an Opportunity of being uſeful to that 
Kingdom, over which we, as Kings, are to 
be placed? The Seripture repreſents the Glo- 
ry, Dignity and Power of Chriſt, as the Re- 
ward of his Obedience; but the Scripture, at 
the ſame Time, repreſents that that Power is 
exerciſed for the Benefit of his Kingdom, the 1 
Church; and therefore his having an Eye to — 2 
the Glory that was ſet before him, was pur- | 
ſuing the prom End for which he died; 
 fincethat Glory was putting him in a Conditi- 
on to anſwer all the Ends of his Death to 
Mankind. And may not we expect in our 
Proportion, fuch a Kingdom as is prepared for 
us for the ſame Purpoſe e That ſo as it was 
given to Chriſt, to ſit down at the Father's 
right Hand, and * advanced to 1 | 
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Empire, with a View to the Good of that uni- 
rerſal Empire; it may be given to us alſo, to 


tt down at his right Hand, and be advanced to 


ſome particular Province for the greater Good 
of ſuch a Diviſion ? It muſt certainly be _ 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs in the Governor of the 
World to propoſe additional Rewards in order 


do encourage reaſonable Beings to purſue their 
6wn true Happineſs, and the Happineſs of 


other Beings, againſt the Difficulties which 


they have to encounter in that Purſuit. But 


if it be Wiſdom; Goodneſs and Bounty, in 
the Governor of the Univerſe, to propoſe 


theſe additional Rewards to reaſonable Be- 


ings, can it deſtroy Virtue in thoſe reaſonable 
Beings to be mov d by thoſe additional Re- 
wards? This would be to ſet up a Virtue in 
the Governed intirely inconſiſtent with the 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Munificence, 2. e. 
with the Holineſs of the ſupreme Governor of 


FO OT Inn Oro 
_ © Theſe additional and poſitive Rewards ſeem 
neceſſary to ſupport the Virtue of all inferior 


Beings, and particularly to be deſign'd as a 


Counterballance to the ſtrong Appetites and 


Paſſions which belong to ours. But God has 
not propoſed theſe politive Rewards ſeparate 
from the Rewards that are the neceſſary Re- 


| fult of virtuous. Actions, but in Conjunction 


with them, or as an Addition to them. If 


then the Virtue of one Man, inſtead of being 


1 - — 
. 1 


ſupported by a joint Regard to poſitive Re- 
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wirds, and the natural Rewards of Virtue, 
ſhould be hurt and weakened by x 
View to poſitive Rewards, then it is he that 
hurts himſelf, by 5 what God has 
joined together: And he muſt ſuffer for his 
own Folly, and for the depraved Taſte, from 
whence alone ſuch a Miſtake could ariſe... 

On the whole, I think this Obje&ion of 
the Deiſts ariſes from too exalted an Idea of 
our ſelves ; ſince none but the ſupreme Being 
is above additional and . poſitive Happineſs. 
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Nor has the Objection any Strength but what 


it derives, from confounding the ſingle Put- 
Tuit of a baſe, mean, low, arbitrary, unfit 


and ſelfiſh Reward, or of a Reward that is 


injurious to others; with a joint Purſuit of the 
natural Rewards of virtuous Actions, and a 
Purſuit of a poſitive, high, glorious, well ad- 
juſted Reward, and that is calculated to give 
us farther Opportunities of extending our Be- 
nevolence to others: The firſt of theſe is Vi- 


tious and Mercenary, the laſt is Virtuous and 


Heroick. 


a ſingle 
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niſhed them together, 


NOTE. 


By Way of 


APPENDIX, 


10 THE 


D1sPENSATION of Abraban. 
| Particularly to theſe Words, | 


Tſo, p ) 23. God now expreſly adopted 
| Abrab -aham to the Inheritance 77 eternal. 


. 


TOO Notice i in the Preface, 
8 E that I had ſome Notes by me, 
to explain and ſupport ſeveral _ 

© Things that I have advanced in 

: _ Eſſay; and gave ſome 


ALAS TITTY 


\ \ 


Reaſons BG 1 publiſh'd the Eflay without 


them, though I at firſt intended to havo fi- 
I 


EN 
I! hinted there too, that what I had chiefly 
flung into Notes, was conſequential Prooſs of 
what I have advanced (where I had not ex- 
preſs Texts to the Purpoſe) and eſpecially 
roofs that were of a critical Nature. 
I there alſo acknowledg'd, That I believed 
ſome of the Things advanced in this Eſſay 
would be juſtly thought to want that Proof. 
But I believe nothing I have ſaid will be 
thought to want it more, than what I have 
aſſerted about the Diſpenſation of Abrabam: 
And therefore Ihave added here as an Appendix 
what I ſhould have put in a Note, if the Notes 
had been finiſh'd and complete. 

T have aſſerted, Eſſay, p. 23. that God ex- 
preſly adopted Abraham to the Inheritance of 
eternal Life. The Proof that I have there gt- 
ven, is, that God bleſſed Abraham, and that 
Cad became bis God. I will now endea- 
vour to ſhew more fully, how Adoption to 
eternal Life is contain'd in theſe two Ex- 
preſſions. ill in TD 
But I would firſt deſire the Reader to carry 
it in his Mind, that the Proof I am to give of 
this Point, is a Proof from Hiſtory, and not 


from a Syſtem of Doctrine. This I ſay to 


ſhew, why tha Reader ought not to expect 
many expreſs Texts to this purpoſe: But only 
ſuch as may fairly occur from incidental Paſ- 
ſages in an Hiſtory, which was addreſs'd to 
2 People, who were in a good Meaſure ap- 

priz'd of many of the great Facts before, 1 
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Tradition, and which was written in order 
to engage them to fear God, from an Account 
of what his Dealings had been hitherto with 
Mankind, and what Expectations they might 
entertain from him for the future. 
When Moſes therefore tells us, that 2. 
Lord bleſſed Abraham, and became his God, 
what Ideas are we to fuppoſe that Moſes had, 
and intended to convey to the 1/raelites ? And 
what are the Ideas, we are to ſuppoſe that 
theſe Expreſſions rais d in their Minds? It 
will be readily allowed, that theſe Words are 
granting Words, (at leaſt the _—— alon 
in Moſes's Hiſtory. Nor can it be denied, 
that it muſt be. ſomething of great Importance, 
that Moſes would introduce God as giving to 
Abraham, when he blefſed him and became 
his God, conſidering that Abraham is repre- 
ſented as an high and fingular Inſtance of the 
greateſt Piety in the degenerate Age wherein 
he liv'd, and under the greateſt Trials that 
Adam, or any of his Children, ever under- 
went: And conſidering that Abrabam was the 
Father of that Nation, to whom Moſes wrote, 
and at the Head of which he himſelf then was; 
and which at that Time, God had taken to 
himſelf, for an holy and a peculiar People; 
This we may be aſſured of in the general. 
But to be a little more particular as to each 
of theſe Expreſſions, I deſire the following 
Things may be put together: Many of which 
are inſiſted on, or hinted: at, in ſeveral Parts 
of the foregoing Eſſay. | And 


\ s 
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And, I. As to the Expreſſion, that God 
bleſſed Abraham; and in relation to this Ex- 
preſſion, I deſire it may be obſerved; _ 
1. That God blefled Adam and Eve, and 
when God gives a Bleſſing, we may be ſure 
the Grant operates and conveys ſomething 
that is conſiderable; otherwife the Grant 
would be. trifling or illuſory. We find by 
Moſes's Hiſtory, that what God bleſs'd our 
firſt Parents with, was Pruitſulneſs, Gen. 
I. 28. Dominion over all the other Creatures 

| ibid. Food, v. 29. A pleaſant and fruitful 
Garden, Chap. ii. 8 — 15. with the Means 
of Immortality, viz. the Tree of Life, v. 9. 
and with a Covering which was moſt probably 
a Glory. For which. I think ſeveral good 
Arguments may be offer'd, though this is not 
the Place for them, 'The Texts in the New 
Teſtament where this Glory that Adam was 
cloathed in ſeem to be referr'd to, are Rom. 
vii. 3. 1 Cr. XV. 42— 46. Philip. iii. 21. 
2 Chr. v. 2, 3, 4. Rom. iii. 23. All I ſhall 
farther a here is, that they were at firſt na- 
Led, and were not aſhamed, v. 25. But 
when they were ſtripp'd of their Glory, they 

were afraid (nat — becauſe they were 
naked, Chap. jii. 10. as well knowing, that 
the Garment which they had loſt was a Gare 

ment of Dignity, a Badge of all the Bleſſings 
they had from God; and they might well there 
fore be afraid, when they had loſt it, that they. 


fl {ould be depriv'd of all thoſe Bleikngs, upon, 
ST £*  -- + 
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hearing God's Voice in the Garden, in the 


Accordingly on their Diſobedience a Curſe 
Was pronounced on them, inſtead of the Bleſ- 


very ſame Manner in which they had received 


The Curſe on Eve ſeems to be a great 


ſing a 
De greo of Unfruitfulneſs. IT will greatly 
mu 


tiply thy Sorrow, and thy Conception and 


"Sorrow in bringing forth Children, & 16. in 
| en to the original Bleſſing; Be fruit- 
Fu 


and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, 
Chap. i. 28. 
Adam was Care, Toil and Sorrow, all the 


Days of his Life, by reaſon of the Curſe of 


the Ground : And that he ſhould return to 
the Duſt out of which he was taken, Chap. iii. 
18, 1. t 
2. That there was ſtill a further Curſe pro- 


nounc'd and inflicted on the Ground , that 


Cain ſhould till, after he had ſlain his Bro- 


ther, Gen. iv. 12. From whence he (Cain) 
ſeems to have left off tilling the Ground, and 


to have betaken himſelf to other Arts ; ſuch 
as were neceſſary to build a City, v. 17. And 
his Deſcendants ſeem likewiſe to have quitted 


the Tillage of the Ground after his Example, 


and to have turn'd Herdſmen, v. 20. Muſici- 
ans, g. 21. and Artificers in Braſs and Iron, 
©. 22. &c. Which alſo agrees with the Hiſtory 


of Sanchionathan, as well as of Moſes. © 
This further Curſe on the Tillage of the 


Eround pronounced on Cain, and that _ 


The Curſe pronounc'd on 


bly followed his Deſcendants, ſeems to have 
been a Mark of their being the avowed Fami- 
8 the Devil, and was agreeable to other 
Curſes that always followed that Family in 
ame Ages. 30 

3. That it is probable, that Seth's Deſcen- 
dants did ſtill Till the Ground, and had a 
Produce from it, though with great Labour 


and Toil ; but it was reveal'd to Lamech _ 


| about fix Hundred Years before the Flood, 


that in Noah's Time they ſhould receive 


ſome Comfort or Bleſſing concerning the 


Work and Toil of their Hands, becauſe of the 


original] Curſe which the Lord had pro- 
nounced on the Ground, Gen. v. 29. g. af- 


ter the Fall: See Sher/ock's more ſure Word of 


Prophecy. Ec Ca fb 
4. That after the Flood God took off a 
great Part of the original. Curſe ; bleſſin 


Noah and his Sons in many Inſtances, as he 


did Adam and Eve at their Creation. God 


bids them be fruitful and multiply, and reple- 


niſh the Earth, Gen. ix. 1. and thereby pro- 


bably took off part of the great Sorrow in 


bearing and in bringing forth Children, that 
might be the Occaſion of leſs Fruitfulneſs be- 
fore. We find that Noah had but three Sons 
when he was ſix Hundred Years old, Gen. 


Vi. 7. and he is the only Antediluvian-whoſe - 


Deſcendants are all enumerated. But we find 
that though the Age of Man was ſhortned to 
five Hundred Years immediately after the 

IVE. An ad" ee "Flood, 
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© Flood, yet Ham had four Sons, Gen. x. 6 
em five, b. 22. and Fapheth ſeven, v. 2. 
It ſhould ſeem therefore that in Fact, thoſe 
who lived after the Flood were more fruitful 
than thoſe who lived before it. But God 
does not ſtop here, but alſo takes off the 
Curſe from the Ground, or its Sterility, Chap. 
Ground for Man's fake. So the Hebrezy Word 
ſhould be rendered, as it is, v. 22. and {6 
the Septuagint has render'd it. He likewiſe 
promiſes favourable Seaſons, g. 22. Moſes 
accordingly. obſerves, that after the Flood, 
Noah began to by an Husbandmanr, Gen. 


ix. 20. Not barely a Tiller of the Ground 


for meer Neceflaries ; (that Noah's Ance- 


ſtors had been all along) but a Planter of = 


Vineyard, for the Superfluities of Life: As 
expecting greater Fertility from the Removal 
of the Curſe, and the Grant of a Bleſſing, 
And Myſes further acquaints us, that Things 
anſwered his Expectation: And that his Vin- 
tage yielded him but too generous 4 Juice, 
unleſs he had made a better uſe of it, v. 21. 
Taſtiy, God reſtores Noah and his Sons to 
A greater Dominion over the Beaſts of the 
_ Earth, the Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſhes 
of the Sea, than they had before, or probably 
fince the Fall. Perhaps'the making the Beaſts 
of the Field more tractable, was one way, 
by which God removed the Curſe of the 
Eround, and added to its Fruitfulneſs, as well 
4 : ED al | | 25 8 
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as to the Fivd. of - Mankind. - In every I 
| FFF | 
a Tome 
| Curſe: removed, and ſome Favour granted? 
and in the Caſe of God's Bleſſin Noah and 


has been obſerved already, ſu 


his Sons, we ſee the Curſe remov'd in part, or 


in whole (as far forth as it ſeems to have been 
God's Deſign to remove it, till there ſhall be 
no more Curſe) that had been pronounced o 
Mankind at the Fall; except the laſt part of it, 


is. That Duft thou art, and to Duſt thes 


4 return. 


When God bleſſes Aurabum then, Get: 


Kii. 2. xxii. 17. It muſt, as in the Caſe of our 

firſt Parents, and in the 'Caſe of Noab, :denote 
the Removing ſome-part of the. original Curſe, 
and reſtoring the original Bleſſing in part ar in 


w bole; or giving an equal Bleſſing, if not a 


greater, than the firſt, What leſs can be im- 


17. 
che Places I inſt quoted, In Bleſſing I will 
bleſs thee 2 Eppecially as it is introduced on 
fo great an Occaſion, as the Offering up the 

Heir of the Promiſe, and as it is confirmed by 
an Oath, Or what leſs can be 


imported, 
when in him (or in Bleſſing him) God de- 
elares, that hs bleſſed all tbe Families or Na- 


tions of the Barth, i. e. that ſhould imitate 
him in his Faith and Obedience? The Bleſ- 
ſing that aroſe from taking off the other Parts 
ve = 1 the reſt of the Families of the 


thoſe 


1 


nts of Noab, (to whom 


thority of a Father, of a Maſter, or of a King. 
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thoſe Bleſſings were granted) partook in al- 


2 ready. Now, ſince the other Parts of the 


Curſe had been removed in the Bleſſing to 


Noah and his Sons, what can this moſt ſo- 
lemn Bleſſing of Abraham, and in him of all 
the Nations of the Earth, (in the Language 


of thoſe early Times, when the Bleſſing and 
Curſe on our firſt Parents was ſo deeply 


' impreſs'd on their Minds, and ſo thorough- 
ly underſtood,) carry leſs in it, than reſtoring 
Abrabam expreſly to Immortality (not indeed 


without taſting Death, but) from or after 


Þ Death; the great and moſt bitter Part of the 


original Curſe, which had not yet been taken 


away; fo that this Expreſſion plainly implies 
Adoption to eternal Life, in the Language 
of theſe Times. a 


II. I am to ſhew, That God's adopting Abra- 
Bam to the Inheritance of eternal Life-is in- 

| _ eluded in the other Expreſſian, of the Lord's 
being THE GOD of Abraham. And here 
the Adoption is not implied but expreſled. 


And in order to make that out, I would pre- 
miſe, 3 5 | | | 1 


lat Sir Iſaac Newton has fully proved, 
Prin. p. 482. that the Term God is a relative 


Term; and a Term of Relation that is found- 
ed in Dominion, That being ſuppoſed, the 
Term God muſt ſignify the Dominion and Au- 


For 


APPENDIX an 
For all Sorts of Dominion and Authority may 

be reduc'd to one of theſe. 5 1 Tag 
Now God indeed may figuratively have 
been always ſaid to be the Maſter of Man- 
kind, and they may be ſaid to be his Ser- 


Vvoants; in as much as in many Things God 


reſembles a Maſter, and Mankind his Ser- 
vants; and he is therefore oſten mentioned as 
ſuch in Scripture, though never till after the 
Death of Abraham : Yet God is not properly 
and ſtrictly ever conſider d as a Maſter, in any 
part of Scripture, becauſe he has never enter d 
into Covenant with Mankind, under the Noti- 
on of a Maſter with his Servants. ; 
In like manner, God may always figura- 
_ tively have been ſaid to have had a Kingdom 
ruling over all ; in as much as there are many 
Reſemblances between God's Power over all 
Things, and the Power a King has over his 
Subjects. But God is never ſo much as men- 


tioned as a King, even incidentally, in Scrip- 


ture, till about the Time that he by Covenant 
at Mount Sinai became the King of the 1/- 
ratlites. Nor had he a People till then. And 
afterwards indeed, he alſo by Covenant be- 
came the ſupreme King of all Chriſtians, whe- 
ther Fews or:Gentiles. | 
But God had Children, or a Family, before 
he had a Kingdom and a People ; even from 
the firſt Man and Woman. And therefore 
whenever the Term God occurs in Scripture, 
before either of the Periods, in which the ſu- 
| | | 2 preme 


— 


bt of the — and 
ſttrict and proper Senſe; the Term God muſt 
- Import the other Relation of Power and Au- 
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thority, ig. that of a Father ; agrecably to 
the Authority that then prevailed in the 
World, which was Family or Patriarchal ; 


and that God muſt, from the very Nature f 
Things, have been ever conſidered as a Fa- 


ther, even in the patriarchal Period, before 


| be was a King over a People, will fully ap- 


r from what follows. 

1. That Adam was created: an earthly and 
— Son of God; having no other Fa- 
ther but God ; being made like him in his 
moral Perſections and veſted with Domini- 
on, the Bliſs of Paradiſe, Glory and Immor- 


ality ; as an Inheritance ſuited to the high 
Relation he bore to God. All which carries. 


in it the whole Notion of a Father, in the 


moſt ſtrict, proper, and preciſe Senſe of the 
Word. 


2. That Adam by his Diſobedience 72 
the moral Image or "Likeneſs of God; and 


vas thereupon diveſted of the Inheritance of a 


Son of God; driven out of Paradiſe, kept 
from Returning to it, made ſubject to Toil, 


_ Care, Vexation, Diſeaſes | and Death; and 


inſtead of the Glory which he had in Inno- 


rence, a Badge of his Sonſhip to God, God 
made him Coats of the Skins of Beaſts, as a 
3 that * ſerve: to ſhew him, to 


what 


the 8 in a | 
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what a low State he had reduced himſelf, by 
ſuffering his Appetites and Paſſions to get the 


better of his Reaſon. From whence hs Mo- 


ral was plainly held forth, That he being in 
Honour, and without Underſtanding, WAS 
become like the Beafts that periſh. Eſſay, 
P. 10. God alſo gave him a plain Intimation, 
that if he would continue to obey the Serpent, 
he myſt ſhare in his peculiar Curſe, Eher, 
. 
5 K * That 88 forfeited this Inheritance, 
not only for himſelf, but for his Poſterity,; 
begetting Men not in the Image or Likeneſs 
of God - Heirs of Dominion, Bliſs, Glory Fa | 
Immortality ; 5 but in his own Likeneſs, after 
his Mage, Sins of Men, and Heirs | hi 
| : Namely, Toil, Care, Vexation, Dif 
eaſes and Death. Eſſay, p. 10, 11. 7 
9 4. That Cain being born an Heir of the 
| Curſe, and at laſt not barely continuing a Son 
of Man, but becoming the Seed of the Ser- 
pent, imitating and obeying him (in being a 


Liar and a Murtherer, as he was) notwith- 


| ſtanding God's gracious Admonition and Cau- 
tion to the contrary, became the Head and 
Founder of the avowed Family of the Devil 
in the World; and was accordingly mark d 
as ſuch by pe culiar C urſes, that ſeem to have 
follow'd him 4 his Poſterity. Eſſay, p. 14, 15. 
FJ. That notwithſtanding this, whoever 
from the Sons of Men, and Heirs of Death, 
daun like unto God, reſembling him in Pu- 
Q Ry, © 
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rity, Juſtice and Mercy, might form Inferen- 
ces and Hopes, that he might become a Son 
or a Child of God, through Adoption to a 
ſuitable Inheritance; though perhaps without 
knowing what that Inheritance ſhould be. 
 Efſay, p. 16. A Child of this Character 
God gave to our firſt Parents in Ser h, inſtead 
of righteous Abel, whom Cain flew. He and 
his Deſcendants were the avowed Family of 
God in the World, being called by his Name, 
Gen. iv. 26. And being expreſly ſtiled the Chil- 
dren or Sons of God, Gen. vi. i. Eſſay, p. 15, 16. 
6. To give the Sons of God a more aſſured 
and lively Notion of what their Inheritance 
by Adoption was, God tranſlated Enoch; 
thereby afluring good Men, that they ſhould 
enjoy a future State of Happineſs in Soul'and 
Body. For Enoch was tranſlated after being 
| the firſt that propheſy'd, and after he had all 
along walked with God, as Adam had done 
in Innocence, who had convers'd with the 
Sbecbinaß in the Garden, till Sin and Guilt 
made him afraid of him, depart from him, 
and hide himſelf. Good Men of that Age 
wuſt have concluded by the Rules of Propor- 
tion, that though Enoch's eminent and diſtin- 
guiſh'd Piety Was rewarded with Immortality 
by Tranflation; yet that 'a lower Degree of 
Piety than bis, if ſincere, would meet with 
Immortality as its Rewärd, in ſome Way, 
and at ſome Time or another. Effay, p. 17. 
95 8 T here could not be a Proof 'of a more 
— | Wie- | 
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wicked Diſpoſi tion, than for any of the 
Sons of Tod to marry with the Dau 2515 of 
Men, i. e. the Daughters of the Family of the 
Devil; not only as cheſe Marriages were againſt 
God's Order, and the Interpoſition of his Pro- 
vidence, but as it was expreſſing the utmoſt 
- Contempt of the Inheritance of God's Family ; 
and as it was at the ſame Time a caſting off all 
Fear of the peculiar Curſe,” that was the Inhe- 
ritance of the Family of the Devil; and there- 
fore, thoſe of the Family of God, who made ſuch 
Intermarriages, muſt thereby have become the. . 
Family of the Devil. Fſay, p. 18. 
8. Wab, being the only, righteous Per- 
ſan; or the only ; al who. walked with. 
God, and abſtained from this impious Mixture, 
Was! the only Perſon treated as a Son of God, 
by. the peculiar Protection God vouchſafed 
him and his Family from the total Deſtruction, 
Which * ſent on the avowed. Family of the \ 
Devil 3829 I 518, 19. 
| Fe 175 17 tes, Kd the Tord would. 


N 
would not. TY R be the Faw | 
0 apbeth, 0 elder Brother, or of C. | 
| the Son of 5 All. hich is pro- 
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el} 1 2 in the Diſperſion of Babel, the Deſtru- 
- dion of the Cities of the Plain, the Extir- 
: pation of the Seven Nations, Cc. Eſſay, p. 21. 
11. On the other Hand, God exprefly 
| D Abraham, a Defeęndant of Sem, (and 
the only one who had walk'd before God, 
and kept himſelf free from Idolatry) and be- 
ene HILS GOD: Which God had never 
expreſly promis 11 o be to any one before, 
ſince the Fall. p. 23, 24. 
12. Hence it is, that God, ad Father; r 
Terms that imp ply them, ate Terms recipro- 
cally us d in the Ol Jeane; and. join'd 
together in the New, Gen. W. 26. vi. 2. Pſal. 
Rxxix. 16. Ho ed i. 9, 10. Jobn xx. 17. 
1 Cr. vi. 16, 18. Rev. Xi. 7. So that to be 
4 God, is in the Language of Scripture, to be 
4 Father; at ; at leaſt in the patriarchal Period. 
And for God to be a Father to one, who' i 
not created, or born, or beg rotten a Son of 
| God, is to be a Father by A option; and to 
be a Father b y Adoption, is to 105 an Inheri- 
tance in Title, if not in Poſſeſſion; and the 
Inheritance , that God gives 4s a Father, is 
Dominion, Bliſs, Glory and Unmertality. | 
Eſſay, p. 16. Though it - moſt be own d, 
<del the Lord became the King of the 
Jaw y Covenant, arid afterwards the fu- 
Hs ＋ of Criſti aus, Whether Jews or 
Gentiles, God may ſignify King as well as 
Father; Fn which of theſe that Term ſignifies, 


be d e by the Cottext, Ses Pal. 


3 


4ER 


— 2. lxviii. 24. Exlv. 1 1. Jobn xXx. 17. 2 60 — 
vi. 16, 18. Rev. xxi. 3. comp 8 


d with 0. 


z. Hence it is, that Chriſt proves the 
ſurrection of good Men (for about them is 1 
Queſtion) to the Sadducees, from Moſes calling 
the Lord the God of Abraham, Luke xx: 3 
1e ſhall on — 5 * this Paſſage hiſtorically, 
or as 4 Pr f what the 7ezwiſh Notions 
were about this Matter, but not as holy Ven - 
ſince I am here treating with the Deiſts, w _ 
' don't allow that there? is any ſuch Thing. 
order to fee the full Force of our Shit $ Ar- 
gument, it muſt be obſery'd, 


4751 That the Queſtion the A We | 


ved is about the ReftrreRion of the Man, and 
not abott the Exiſtence of the Son! in a ſepa- 

rate State; not only becauſe the Saddncees 
are here deſcribed as ney the Refurreftion, 

(v. 27.) but becauſe the Argument they uſe 
to ſupport their Opinion, relates to the Man, 
and not to the ſeparate State of the Soul. it 


being an Argument drawn from Martia ge, 


. 28— 34 

1 That the Queſtion moved by the Sad- 
ducees is not about the Reſurrection of good 
and bad Men, but of good. Men only. For 


the Argument they bring againſt a Refur- 


rection ſuppòſes State of Happinefs and 


Enjoyment at the Reſurrection, which can 


only belong to the Juſt. For theit Argument 
is, hy thets can 9 no Reſurrectiot of good? 
Men, en {even Brethren, Who had ors 
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Woman to Wife ſucceſſively in this Life . 7 
could not all of them poſſibly have her to 
Wife together after the Reſurre&ion. 

3.) That our Saviour's Argument to prove 
the Reſurrection, o. 37. does not lie in theſe 
Words, I 4 M the God of Abraham, be- 
cauſe they are not ſo quoted here. But 


Moſes CALLETH THE LORD © 


THE GOD OF ABRAHAM. And 
becauſe though our Tranſlators have render- 
ed Matth. xxii. 3 2. I am the God, &c. yet 
that Word is not in the Original: But only 
BY Oeog] I zbe God of Abraham. +. . 
(4-) The. Force of the Argument therefore 
lies in theſe. Words, the Tord i is, or ig called, 
THE. GOD. OF ABRAHAM:. That 
is, the Father of Abraham, viz. by N 
o: And that the Adoption of God is Im- 
mortality, and what 00 anies Immortali- 
ty. For Chriſt had ſaid a before, that the. 
Claren or Sons of God, are Children or Sons 
of the Reſurrection. And he adds, God js. 
not the God | or the Father |] of the Dead. 
Li. e, of good Men that are Dead for ever, 
which was What the Sadducees meant by 
Dead] but of the Living i, e. of ſuch go 
. Men, as ſhould live again]! Which was the. | 

Point the Sadducees deny d. For God can't. 
give Immortality, Oc. as an Inheritance, 
either in Title or Poſſeſſion, to ſuch as are ir- 
recoverably dead; but to ſuch only as ſhall. 
be e 8. Apa, without giving that Inheri- 
tance 


baba: > 


2 1 


"SE ENDS a: 
tance in Title or Poſſeſſion, he can't be a Fa- 
ther by Adoption. And Chriſt immediately 
adds, All, that is, all good Men, ſuch as 
Abraham, &c. live | or thall live] with him 
(as the Words may be rendered) 272 in the 
other World. If it had not been underſtood 
among the Jes, that God and Father were 
the fame Thing; and that being a God of 
any one, implied Adoption, or the Inheri- 
tance of Immortality, to every one that was 


not a Son by. Creation, Birth or Generation, 


the Sadducees would never have heen ſilenc'd 
by this Argument. But it is plain this was 
a Notion received among the Jes, ſince the 
Sadducees make no manner of Reply. And 
that it was ſo, farther appears from the 
Fewiſh Writings both before Chriſt and ſince. 
In the Book of Miſdom, ch. ii. 16, 20. it is 
ſaid, He pronounced the latter End of the 
Fuſt bleſſed, and beaſts that he has God for 
his Father. Let us cut him of with a 
ſhameful Death. For if the juſt Man be the 
Son of God, be will receive him. — And 
v. 22,23. They ſpake becauſe they knew: not 
the Myſteries F God; nor hoped for the Re- 
ward of Holineſs, nor diſcerned the Recom- 
pence of the blameleſs Souls. For God made 
Man for Incorruption, and to be an Image of 
his own Immortality. And ch. iii. 1, 4, 7. 


The Souls of the Righteous are in the Hands 
of God, and their Hope is full of Immortality. 
In the Day of their Viſitation they ſhall * 
5 . An 
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And ch. v. 1, 4, 5. Then ſhall the Ri gbte- 


aus ftand with great Bolduaſs before the wo 
of them that Midted them, and they ſhall 


| ſay, we Fools counted his Life Madneſs, and 


bis End to be without Honour, but now is he 
numbered among the Sons of God, and bis 
Portion is with the Saints. The ſeven Sons 


mentioned in Maccabees are Ml called Chil- 
dren of the Stock of Abraham, oy Foſephns. 


And as the Book of Maccabees ſtill introduces 


them, declaring, that God would raiſe them to 


Life eternal, 2 Macc. vii 9, 23. ſo Foſephus like- 
wiſe introduces their Mother comforting them 
with theſe Words of Solomon, Wiſdom is aTree 
- of Life to them that do her Mill; and thoſe of 
Ezekiel, Shall theſe dry Bones live? and with 
the Words of God, in the Song of Moſes, I 
' kill, and I make alive. He alſo declares of 
theſe Martyrs, That oying for God, they alſo 
lived with God, as did Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob, and all the Patriarchs, and ran in 


ide Way of Immortality. He ſpeaks of a Re- 
2 — of all that obſerve the Law of Mo- 


ſes, though they die for it; and adds, That 


Jo bath granted them 10 receive a. better 


| Life in Recer/ion. Joſeph. de Macc, p. 1101. 


I. F. p. 1100. D. p. 1090. 25 ** 1997. D. 

Contra App. I. 2. p. 1076. 
The ſtrongeſt . . mi fe be brought to | 

this Purpoſ:” from the Writings of the Apo- 


ſtles, if thoſe we have here to do with wore 
allow « of their Fb Py 
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| Will bee Qubi join rg may far⸗ 
. 1 ther ſerve to prove, That God 


: adopted 4braham to the Inheri- 

: ERS tance of eternal Life, though it 

lippe d me, when I wrote the foregoing Eſſay, 
and the Text from whence I draw my Proof, 
was ſuggeſted to me 701 a learned Friend, af- 


ter I had ſent the Eſſay to the Preſs. The i 
Proof I intend to offer is from Gen. xv. 6. 
And be | Abraham | believed in the Lord, 
and he counted it to him for Righteouſneſs. 
Abrabam's Belief in the Lord is always re. 
preſented, both in the Old and the New Te- 
ſtament, as a Principle that influenced his 
whole Conduct; making him, at God' "i 
Command, quit. bis idolatrous Country and 
Friends, travel into a Country he did not 
know, and where he was not known; profeſs 4 
his Faith in the One true God, and teach bis 
Family to ſear and worſhi him, not / ithſtand 
ing the Dangers it 2 40 him to, in a * , 
e 
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ed and idolatrous, e a gs EA} 
making him, moreover, ſubmit to the pain 


ful Rite of Cireumeiſic put away Hagar 
and his Son Iſhmael, a Say =p 
offer up his only legitimate Son Jaac, g's 
Heir of the Promiſe, Ti is ſufficiently 


_ underſtood. 


However, RY Aa Faith, as this: was not, 


| ſtrictly ſpeaking, Righteouſneſs (which is an 


entire, perfect and conſtant Conformity to the 
original Law of the great Father of our firſt 
Parents ;) but it was what God now aſſured 
Abraham, Adam's Deſcendant by Seth and 


Sbem, that he mercifully counted, or reckoned 
for Righteouſueſs : Declaring this now as the 


gracious, and abated. or ſecondary Rule. 
his Family here below, That he, 1 from 


2 Belief of his Truth and Power, would re- 
93 5 the Main of his Conduct, according to 


e Rule he had given him, ſhould be count- 


ed Righteous; "though he might, Shrough the 
| Suddeanek of ſome great Surprize, and the 


Strength of his Appetites, or aſſions, me- 
times deviate from it; as Abrabam in ſome. 
Inſtances did... Now. we. are ſure, that the 
Reckoning or, Judgment of God i is. juſt. For 
the Righteouſheſs of a Man is a. Confarmity. 
of the Temper and Actions of a Man to. ſome 
Rule that he is under. And. when the Judge, 
wha has a competent Juriſdictian, os 
that a Man. has acted up to — ule, that 
1 bs Properly Y fad. tg de Rights» 


5 

\ 

1 

* = 
* 
4 
4 
5 
# 


neſs) ſhould be 
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ous; though the Rule by which he is judg d, 


be à Rule of fit and proper Grace, Relaxa- 


tion, and Favour, (from a Weakneſs and In- 


ability to obſerve the firſt and original Rule) 
and not that firſt ſtrict and original Rule 


Now it ſeems to have been the original 
Connexion and Conſtitution ef Things, ſet- 


tled and framed by the wiſe Contriver and 


Diſpoſer - of all Things; that Life (that is, 


Exiſtence and Enjoyment or Happineſs) 


ſhould be the Conſequence of Righteouſneſs ; 
or of a Conformity to the Law or Rule Man 
was under: And that Death (that is a Ceſſa- 
tion of Exiſtence and Enjoyment or Happi- 

de the Conſequence of Unrigh- 


Thus, at leaſt, it appears plainly z that in 


Fact it has been in all God's Difpenſations. 


The Tree of Life, which was in the midſt of | 


the Garden of Eden, was a full Declaration, 


_ that if dam was obedient or righteous, he 
ſhould live. And he was expreſly threaten d, 
that if he was diſobedient or unrighteous, he 


ſhould die. That Threatning farther impli- 


ed, and very ſtrongly, that if he was not 
diſobedient or unrighteous, he ſhould not die, 


that is, that he ſhould live. 


© By the Law of Moſes, Every one was cure 
fed, tbat continued not in all Things written | 

in the Lam to do them, Deut. xxviii. 26. 
Cal. iii. 10, And the Soul that ſamed was 


R 3 55 


— p AB . ͤm:! rn Mn, «on ores 


3 124 42 D E M D 4. 
870 die, Exek. xviii. 4. See alſo 1 Sam. xii. 13. 
On the contrary, Obedience to the Law of 

Moſes was the Righteouſneſs: of the Children 
of Vrael, Deut. vi. 25. The Law farther 
ſays expreſly, That he that follow'd what 
wa altogether juſt ſhould live, Deut. xvi. 20. 
XXX. 6. And as God firſt, the Prophet 
_ afterward fays, of all God's Statutes and 
— = if a Man do them, be ſhall 
ide in them, Lev. xviii. 5. Ezek. xx. 11, 
159, 21. See Luke x. 25, 28. Rom. x. 5. 
ä See Eſſay, P. 3 5% 

Thus it is plain Things have ſtood by the 
Law of Moſes and of Innocence. But this 
original Connexion or Conſtitution ſeems more 

cover founded in the natural and neceſſary Order 
of Things, which ſeems to be this; That if a 
. reaſonable Being, which, as he is capable of 
a Rule, muſt be always under one, acts up 
to that Rule, and thereby anſwers the End 
of his Being, he ſhould go on to be, and en- 
joy: As on the other Hand, when it is plain, 
that he would not act up to that Rule, and 
anſwer the End of his Being, he ſhould ceaſe 
to be. Righteouſneſs has a natural Tendency 
to Life and Happineſs, and would produce it, 
Were it not for external Cauſes, that hinder 
it: And Unrighteouſneſs has a natural; Ten- 
dency to Death, either by being contrary to 
our Health, 0 Peace with our Neighbours, 
and (both from that Conſideration, and im- 
mediately) to the Peace of our own 1 
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Asreeably hereto the Scriptare repre. 
ſents Things; not only in the Law of - _» 


* 


our Life 3 That is, fo naturally, o cloſely, - 


ſo inſeparably connected with Liſe, as that it 
may be ſaid to be Liſe it ſelf; but in the 


Law of Chriſt, when it alſo tells us, that The 


Wages of Sin is Death, whilft\ the Gift of 


_ . God is eternal Life, Rom. vi. 23. It farther 


adds, that He that keepeth the Command- 


men of God hath 4 RIGHT to the Tree 
F Life, Rev. xxii. 14. That He that ſorw- 


eth to his Fleſh ſhall of the Fleſh reap Currup- 
tion, and be that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall 
of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting ; as the 
natural Production of ſowing to the one, or 


to the other, Gal. vi. 8. And laſtly, it aſ- 


ſures us, to this purpoſe, by a Similitude from 


animal Productions, as it did in the laſt Place 
by a Similitude taken from the encreaſe of 


Vegetables, That Luſ# when it is conceived, 
bringeth forth Sin, and Sin when it is finiſhed 
bringeth forth Death, James i. 15. 
All this is ſo exactly true, and in ſo exact a 


Proportion, that Chriſt the Righteous, who was 


not only perfectly Righteous, by the original 
Law, that Man was ever under; but by a 
ſuperior and extraordinary Law of Righte- 
ouſneſs, (which. from his extraordinary love 


of Righteouſneſs, and his extraordinary ha- 


tred of Iniquity, he voluntarily put himſelf 
under, by virtue of which alone, he who 
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was perfect . Seeds deins ſubject to 
ENTS Death) had not "ly Life (in'a few Hours 
1 4 Deach, without ſeeing Corruption) * 
i bimfelf, but. in himſelf; that is, a Power to 
give it to all that ſhall be for the Main con- 
rin'd to him in the lower Rule of Righte- 
ouſneſs, he was under; as much, as all die, 
who are conform'd to Adam in Sin and Un- 
rig bieouſueſs, or in a Deviation from that 
lower Rule of Righteouſneſs. So that as 
Death actually enter d the World by Adam's 
Sin, Life enters by Chriſt, (by his Obedience, 
as the firſt Fruits of them that ſleep. See 
Rom. v. 12—2 1. * 

- In' fine, as thus we ſee, that Rishtconſneſs 
and Life are in fact inſeparably connected, in the 
three great Diſpenſations of God to Mankind, 

in the Reaſon of Things, and in ſeveral plain 
Aſſertions of Seripture, and in an exact Pro- 
portion to that Degree of Righteouſneſs the 
righteous Perſon had ; it follows, that when 
God declared to Abrabam, that be counted 
his Faith for Righteouſneſs, God declared, 
that Abraham ſhould inherit Life, But in- 
- deed, there is this difference between inherit- 
ing Life by virtue of the ſtrict original Rule, and 
inheriting it by virtue of the ſecondary and equi- 
table Rule; that he that obſerves the original 
and ſtrict Rule of Righteouſheſs perfectly and 
conſtantly, ſhall enjoy Life without taſting 
Death and Corruption, as a Debt: Whereas, 
2 that only conforms to the ſecondary — 
equi 
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Equitable Rule of Righteouſneſs, yet yielding 


.tion'd: Grace and Favour). and be ſav'd from 


the ſecond Death, or from Wrath to come: ; 


To qa purpoſe { ſee N I. OOH 


2 added a Note, Ell way of Appens 


flow to. the Diſpenſation of Abraham, 1 will 
here. likewiſe ſubjoin my Thoughts, by 


whom the moſt High adminiſter'd his earth- 
ly Kingdom. They ſhould. have come into 


the Body of the Eſſay, page 3 1. (after the 


-Þ Words, Exod. xxiv. 3, 12.) in the Words 


6 following, 


But though God was the King, of this Peo- 
2 yet he does not ſeem to have admini- 


d the Kingdom immediately himſelf, 
ut by the Nerd: The moſt High acting in 
this, as in all other Inſtances, 5555 immedi. 
ately, but mediately, either b by the Word; 


or by the Spirit,” in all his different Operatic | 


ons, in the natural and mora | World. 
Word in this 1 is calld 7 52 


the as, who created the Heavens and. tbe 6 


© Earth, Red is faid to have, created them, = 
= 5 0 | Cen. 


8 


* 


ö ſometimes to the Law of Unrighteouſneſs, he 
hall indeed taſte of Death and Corruption for 

ſiome Time, hut ſhall ſtill indefeaſihly inherit 
Life, after being recovered from Death and 
Corruption, (though ſtill by a well propor- 
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Geb. i. and ii. 2, 3.) Gen. li. 4. Pſal. xkxiil. 
6,9. Hob. i. 2. but as the Miniſter of the 
Father, or of Eiobhim; who converſed with 


dur firſt Parents, Gen. ii. 16. iii. 9, 22. who 


APPEAR'D to Noa, (Gen. vi. 13. vii. 
(Gen. xvit. 1, 2. and xviii. 1, 2, 33.) to Ja- 
vob, (Gen. 'Xxviii. 13, 16. xXXRIl. 30. Xxxv. 
9, 13, and to Moſer at the Buſh, (Exv#. 
Ii. 6, 7, 14.) Saying, I am the God of Abra- 
ham, Gc. Tam that Tam; or, I will be, 
that IT will be; or, who will give Being and 
Accompliſhment to his Covenant and Pro- 
miſes. See Ainſworth in bot. Who went 
before the Children of Jae! in a Pillar of 
Cloud and a Pillar of Fire, Exod. xii. 21. 
Who came down on Motnt Sina, Exod. 
Kix. 18. and gave the Law to the Children 
df ' /frael, Exod. xx. 2. As vii. 38. Heb. 
Ii. 25, 26. Who ſaid at firſt be would ſent! 
an Angel before them, in whom he would 
Put bis Name, Exod. xxili. 20, 23. And at- 
© -terwards aid, he would D W'E LL'atnor 
the Children of Yael, and be their 
ud. xnix. 45. But on the Idolatry of the 
| golden Calf, aid, he would not go up hiin- 
lf, Zxo#, Xxxii. 34, 3. Axkili. $——12, 
And yet at laſt faid, be would go up, Oh 
_  Moſes's Imterceſſion; Exod. Au. 12, 47: 


. 


and is then calfd hig Lor Fehoonb's] 


ie, or ide Angel "of "his Preſence, I. 
. - Ii, 9. And afterwards, 7h: Angel of 1b 


av, 


A 


| of the Word, acting as the God or King of 
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Peenam, (Mal, il. 1. compared with Marr. 
Xt, 10. Mart i. 2. where Jeſus: applies this 
te himfelf.) The Angel of the Lord, or of 
Fehovah, Zech. xii. 8 Deut. xxxiii. 13, 16. 
and ſometimes only the Auge], as Gen. 
xlviii. 16. compar'd with Gen. xxvili. 13, 
20— 22. Adds vii. 35, 38. By the Preſence 
of this Angel it was, that this People became 


- 


Jeborab's People, Exod. xxniii. 13, Numb. 
xi. 29. and was diſtinguiſhed from all other 


Nations, Exod. xxxiii. 16. For other Nations 


had Angels of God preſiding over them, as 


is not Only intimated in Daniel, Chap. X. 
13, 20. but by Moſes, Deut. xxxii. 8, 9. 
when he ſays, That hen God divided to tho 


Mutiont their Inberitance, when he ſepara- 
ed the Sons of Adam; he ſet the Bounds of 


the People according to the Number of the 


Angels, (for ſo is the true Reading, as ap- 
; 8. 75 the LXX, and by what to 


he Lord Cor Jehovah's] Portion was his 
Pepple, aud Jacob was the Lot of bis Inberi+ 
tance, And ver. 12. The Lord [or Jeho- 
vah] alone did lead him, and there was no 
ſtrange God with him. 80 that I take Febo- 
dab to be the proper Name, Stile, and Title 


a 21161 g 1 IMO iff © eh, * n 0 = 77 bur 
in the Name of the moſt High; Exod. iii. 


page 667, 6, pine ons 5 chat „ 
this Angel, Minifter or Meſſenger, Would 
be the Word, ſeems but reaſonable from ſo 

high a me of Fee as being thus call'd by 
= Name I web, apd SG in his 
Nos WIS” „ : 


1 


4 8 1 5 have been i in a Note 
an this Paragraph, if the Notes * berg 
| Worten. 22 +4 38 


I ihink v we ION all agree, with Jain | 
Marr, Tren cus, Tertullian, and moſt of 
the Fathers, that God, the Father of all 
Thiogs, being a Spirit, or a Being intirely 
Incorporeal or Immaterial, muſt in his own 
Nature be Inviſible to all bodily Eyes of 
what Kind or Rank ſoever; and that as he 
is Omnipreſent, and fills all imaginable 
Space, and is He, in whom all the 5 of 
his Hands moe and have their Bein {eg 
can't, ſtrictly and philoſophically ff ing, 
come, ay ar. go, aſcend or de 8 PEE 
or. diſappear. When eee any of theſe 8 
Things are. predicated of the moſt Hig 
they can only ſignify, that ſome ; Kg or 
Beings, 3 1 allied by * than we 
are, come, ftay, o, „„ 
Oe Midler or bh Lg Miniſters or 
Eee of LAN who are re copſidered either 
„ # e N 'q. < a 


a rs; 


S- 
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no Man bath ſeen or can ſee, John i. 18. See 


Goloſ. i. 15. 1 Tim. i. 17. vi. 15, 16. Heb. vi. 


15, 16. 


I think then, if the Scriptures were filent, 


and did not contradict what I am going to 
_ propoſe (as an Hypotheſis that ſeems to me 


very probable) it might be left to any one 
to judge, which of the two Suppolitions was 
moſt likely; either the late one, that God 
ſhould have at firſt made, and always up- 
held the World by one Being; and made 
Appearances, and the great Revelations or 
Meſſages from himſelf to Mankind by ano- 
ther Being; though ſtiling himſelf 7ebovab, 
and of whoſe Re ward for this righteous Ma- 
gagement we have no Account; and then 


tend the laſt Meſſage to Mankind by that 
Being in Fleſh, by whom, he at firſt ug 


> 


VE EE ITO Cong” *- 

ag his Retinue, or as the Revealers or Exe 
| cnrioners of his Will and Pleaſure. Far- 

ther, is it at all agreeable to the Rules of 
Analogy and Proportion, to ſuppoſe, that 
the firſt Cauſe and Father of all Things,” 
| who created all Things, and ' upholds all 
Things by the W OR D, who quickens all 
Things, and qualifies and enlightens his 
Prophets, and even his own Son by the 
SPIRIT, by whom He alſo begat Him 
in the Womb of the bleſſed Virgin, ſhould. 
_ Himſelf have ever {poke immediately to 
Mankind? To this purpoſe are thoſe Scrip- 
tures that ſtile him the inviſible God, whom 
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and all along upheld the World: Or this, 
which for the Matter of it is the antient one, 

cis. that God fhould make all his Appearan- 
ces, and great Revelations by the Word, by 
whom. he at firſt made, and all along up- 
held the World, conducting all Things, and 
particularly the Affairs of the raelites and 
their Anceſtors, (among whom the great 
Scene of [moral Providence lay) by him, as 


his chief Miniſter, Meifenger or Angel, al 


Ways acting in his Name and Stead ; till by 
his own extraordinary Love of Richreouſreſd LE: 
and Haired of luiguity, he had prepared and 
fitted Men and Things (particularly by his 
Management of the Jeroiſb People) for the 
laſt Ditpenſation; - when in Reward of this his 
_ righteous Managment e Des, and of His 
Condeſcenſion in being made in the Likeneſs 
of a Man [# 6uoxopals atlporiur yeripuerc} 


and (inſtead of ſpeaking with Thunders and 


Lightning, and the Sound of a Trumpet, 
from a Cloud of Glory) teaching Mankind fa- 
miliarly the Mind and Will of the Father; and 
miniſtring to them in their Neceſſities and In- 
firmities, and at laſt ſubmitting to Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs, for their good, He 
ſhould be advanced to be Lord and Heir of 
all Things, and cagſequently adminiſter an 


_ _ - univerſal Kingdom in his own Name, above 


all other Principalities, or all other, even 
the higheſt, Angels, who had formerly, in 
the Conduct of other Nations, been «3 | 
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Fellows: They now being probably advaa- 
ced and rewarded for their righteous Con- 
duct in their reſpective Provinces, as they 
triumph d in him, as their exalted Head and 
Lord. Let any one after cooly making this 
Compariſon between the two Suppoſitions, 
ſee, whether he muſt not think the latter the 1 
more probable; and that not only from the 14 
bare Compariſon, but from this farther Con- | 
ſideration, that upon this laſt Suppoſition, ö 
God will appear nor only to have acted ae. 
cording to Rules of the ſtricteſt Juſtice, and | 
moſt exact and beautiful Proportion, and 
with an Unity in all his Diſpenſations, of 
Creation and Providence, and that both over 


wn — AF * 7 2 


the natural and moral World; but likewiſe . 
thereby ſet us the greateſt Example, how = 
we, by managing the Talents, that are at = 
preſent given us, and particularly by all 9 
Acts of Humility, Condeſcenſion, and Self. 
: denial, for the Good of others, may come to 9 
) inherit the Kingdom prepared for us, and to Ss 
4 fit down at his right Hand; as be ſat down 2 
1 at the Father's. St. Paul runs into Thoughts i 
— of this kind, Heb. i. 8, 9. Epb. iv. 113. 6 
e That the moſt High ſent his great Meſſa- + 
of pes to the Tſraehites, and their Anceſtors, by = 
A. the Word, was the Opinion of rhe Fathers. i 
ve || But that would not be of great 'Conſequence, = ll 
en if, in all this, the Scriptures did not ſeem | = 
in plainly to go along wirh vs; confirming 
x 31 + we . 
el- | | | | 
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( this Notion, (gig, that the Angel who is 


eall'd Jehovah; was the Mord) (1.) By its 
heing manifeſtly alluded to by the New 


| Teſtament Writers (John i. 1, 2, 37 4, 5, 


9, 10——17. Gal. iv. 14. Phil. ii. 6. Heb. i. 


| 1 8, 9. Rev. xxl. 2, 3. compared with J70%n i. i4. 


L 


Exod. xxix. 42, 43, 44, 45, 46. Lev. xxvi. 


11, l and Gen. vi. 13. xvii. 1, 2. xviii. 1, 2, 33. 
-XXVIiL 13, 16. Xxxii. 30. xxxv. 9, 13. Exod. 
iii. 6, 7, 14. By all which Places it ſhould 
ſeem, that he who APPEARE D to the 
Anceſtors of the {rae/ites, who ſaid he would 
DWELI with the Jfraeiites, after the 


Covenant at Horeb, and ſet his Tabernacle 
among them, and would be THEIR 
G0 D, and take them for HIS PEOPLE; 


was the ſame with him, who DWELT, 


or tabernacled among the Jeu, when he 
took Fleſh, that he ſhould purify to him- 
ſelf a peculiar People; and who will taber- 
nacle or DW ELL with Men again, at his 

ſecond Coming, when he will take all Men, 
both the FJewy/ Nation, and all the Nations 
of the Earth, for his PEOPLE, and be 
THEIR GOD. (a.) By its being like- 


wiſe ſuppoſed by them, when they quote 


Texts out of the Old Teſtament relating 
to Jebovab, and apply them to Chri/t,. as 
John xii. 41. quoted from Iſa. vi. i, 3,53. Roni. 


X. 13. quoted from Joel ii. 32. And, (3;) 
By its being, to my Apprehenſion, expreſl7 


S 
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ſtament, (Dent. xxviii. 58. Pſal. Ixviii. 17, 
18. compar'd with Eph. iv. 7 12. (For 


he that aſcended is the fame that deſcended 
on Mount Sinai as wells 1ato the lower 
Parts of the Earth, and I believe St. Paul's 
Thought was occaſion'd by that in the 
Pſalm) Ferem. xxiii. 6. Mich. v. 2.) and 
alſo by the New Teſtament Writers, 7ohn 
i. 11. and viii. 56. (Where our Saviour aſſerts, 
that Abrabam ſaw his Day, that is HIM, 
as appears by the ZFews Reply, ver. 57. 
and our Saviour's Rejoinder, ver. 58. and 
by the Senſe of the Word Day in other 
Places, Job xvili. 20. Luke xvii. 22, 24, 320. _— 
1 Cor. iv. 3.) 1 Cor. x. 4, 9. compar'd with IM 
| Exod. xvii. 6. See alſo Heb. i. 2. xii. 25, 26, = 
Refuſe not him that ſpeaketh, &c. where it i 
is plain that it is the Voice of the ſame ö 
Perſon that now ſpeaks from Heaven, who =_ 
| 3 ſpoke ch Earth, viz, on Mount 
Sins. „ po 
It will be neceſſary. to ſpeak particularly | 
to this Text, becauſe it has been lately ap- 
ply'd to God the Father, by that moſt ſaga- 8 
cious, judicious, and learned Commentator 3 


2 ? * * 


190 I 3 i 
Fhis Proof chat I have offer d from ln viii. 36. with the 
Texts which ſupport the Senſe that is here given to the Word 
Day, was mention'd to me by an ingenious and learned Man, 
who, on other Occaſions, as well as this, has ſuggeſted ſeveral 
Thiags which have been of uſe to me, when he has known my 


„3 . 8 0 
8 n 9 * 


md - A” 0; WS. em | 0 e 


ughts to be engag d on particular Subjects. 
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Mr. Peirce, of whom the World was not 
worthy. But notwithſtanding the Defe- 
rence due to ſo great an Expoſitor, I think 
it is plain, that this Text relates to Chriſt, 
from the following Conſiderations ; (1.) 
From the general Deſign of this Epiſtle, 
which is to prevent the Hehrew Believers 
from apoſtatizing from Chriſtianity, on Ac- 
count of the Perſecutions they ſuffer'd. This 
runs through the whole Epiſtle, and there- 
fore is moſt likely to be the Concluſion of the 
whole Argument, which ends with this 
Chapter. The 1375 Chapter conſiſting of 
 Salucations and Exhortations to ſeveral Du- 
ties, wiin which St. Paul, the Author of 


this Epiſtle, after he has concluded the Ar- 


gument of every one of his Epiſtles, gene- 
rally cloſes them. There was no Occaſion 
for St. Paul to bid the Hebrews not refuſe 
to hear God the Father, for they were not 
in Danger of apoſtatizing from Judaiſm as 
well as from Chriſtianity, but from Chriſti- 
— , 5 -. 
2.) From the immediate Context; which 
Either is the beginning of this Chapter, in 
theſe Words, Let us run with Patience the 
[ Chriftian] Race that is ſet before us, looks 
ing unto Feſus the Direttor and the Rewarder 
[appr TeAcuwrm] of our Faith. Or ver. 
24. And to Feſus the Mediator of the New 
Covenant, and to the Blood of Spriniling, 
zwhich:ſpeaketh better Things than the 2 5 ; 


% 4 =. 


* 


r A 
of Abel. Then follows, See that ye refuſe 
not him that ſpeabethb. Which ſoever of 
theſe Verſes are the Context, (and indeed I 
think both are) it refers this Text to Chriſt, 
and not to God the Father. „ 
2 + mam the Apoſtle lies in 
this, that the Hebrews ſhould hear the Voice 
of the ſame Perſon that before ſpoke on 
Earth, but now ſpeaks from Heaven; 
Whoſe Voice only then ſhook the Earth, 
but now hath ſhaken Heaven alſo, So that 
the Argument is drawn from the Place from 
_ whence he ſpeaks, and the Effect of his 
Voice from that Place. Now the Force of 
the Argument from the Place, I think, can 
be only this, © See that ye refuſe not him 
that now. ſpeaketh, g. the Son; for ff 
they eſcaped nor, who refuſed to hear 
«© Zehovah, the Word, ſpeaking on Earth, 
« when he ſpake but as an Angel, Miniſter, 
« or Meſſenger of the Father, how. much 
„ more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn a- 
« way from him that ſpeaketh from Hea- 
„ ge”; i. e from him now become the 
Son, or the Heir and Lord of all Things, 
ſeated on the Right Hand of God in the Hea- 
vens, and ſpeaking and acting in his own 
Name and Authority ? From thence, (agree- 
able to his Argument, chap. ii. oer. 2, 3.) 
indeed, as he adds, his Voice formerly, when 
he ſpake on Earth, and acted but only '\_ 
barely as an Angel, Miniſter, and Meſſen- 
"Y 1 „ 


= 
"= 
4 
1 
% 
* 


* KI 18 I 2 p " 
D wm : : 7 * * 6 EY * A 
a 65 x i L * - BY "IH. WL IS + 3 
N 3 as 4. 2 : 4 * * Dp? 2 ry © - , _ * 
« Sy « * 9 o 
* „ 
x . 


; * ; hk "0 * * - 4 
. 2 c Rs. = W 
—B— EE ESSE 3pracd a 

hy 8 ” 


” 1 * 1 EY * ; ; 


138  ADDEND A. 
ger of the Father, ſhook the Earth, biz. 
Nioudt Sins ; bur now that he is the King 
of the Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, has 
ſhaken nor only the Earth, or Earthly King- | 
doms, but Heaven, or the Heavenly, or an- 
: 8 Powers. See Mr. Peirce's admirable 

ſore on Heb. xii. 26, 27. 5 


If this relates to the Father, there is no 
Force in the Argument drawn here by the 

Apoſtle from the Place from whence he 
ſpeaks. For whatever the Father ſhould ſay 
wou'd be of equal Force, Whether he ſays 
it by an Angel on Earth, or by an Angel 
from Heaven, his Authority being the ſame 
at all Times, and in all Places. Whereas 
every one eaſily ſees, that if it be refer'd to 
Chriſt, the Argument has great Force; be- 
cauſe the Word's ſpeaking [or God's ſpeak- 
ing by him] on Earth, is equivalent ro its 
being ſaid that he ſpeaks Cor, that God 
| ſpeaks by him] but in the Character of an 
Angel: Whereas ſaying that Chriſt, ſpeaks 
from Heaven, ſor, that God ſpeaks by him 


| From Heaven] is equivalent to faying, that 


Chriſt ſpeaks ſor, that God ſpeaks by him] 
as the Son, or the Heir and Lord of all 
Things: Which is the Argument as 1 ob- 

ſerv'd before, chap. ii. ver. 2, 3. . 
Mr. Peirce ſeems to have been aware of 
this, and therefore ſays, that the Argument 
is taken here“ from the Manner of Speak- 
. * ing, which was an earthly Manner; as ſha- 
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4 king the Earth, Gc. but his ſpeaking fram _ 
Heaven, implies his ſpeaking by his Son, 
« who came from Heaven, and ſpoke of hea» 
«' yenly Things, according to John lii. 11, 12. 
« Or elſe from the Spirit of the Father ſent 
“ from Heaven, to which he inclines“, But 
I! ſee no Foundation for either of theſe In- 
terpretations in the Text; and I think the 
laſt is quite foreiga from che whole Defiga 
of this Epiſtle, _ „ 
(JJ) It is added, ver. 28. that ſince they 
had received a Kingdom that cannot be ſha- 
ken, that they ſhould adhere to the Goſpel, 
whereby they might know how to ſerve God 
acceptably, with Revereace and godly Fear: 
[See Mr. Peirce's Note on this Verſe] And 
then ſays, ver. 29. For our God is a conſuls 
ming Fire; i. e. as ehovab the King of the 
| Fews, ſpeaking oa Earth in the Name of 
the molt High, was a conſuming Fire to thoſe 
that would not ſerve acceptably under. that 
Diſpenſation; Chriſt, who is our God, [or 
Immanuel, God with us] or King in this 
Kingdom, which cannot be ſhaken, is like- 
wiſe a conſuming Fire: Agreeably to all the 
Declarations of Scripture, that He ſball be 
revealed in FLAMING Fire, ' taking Venge- 
ance on all that know not God, and. obey not 
the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 2 Theſſ. 
1. 7, 8. and to an Expreſſion in this Epiſtle, 
Ds. a fearful looking for of fiery Indignation 
0 devour the Adverſaries,: chap. x. . If 


* 


| 
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this be the Senſe of this Verſe, every one 
ſees that the whole Paſſage from ver. 25. 
muſt be refer'd to Chriſt, and not to the Fa. 


ther: And if this be not the Senſe, Fmuſt 
on I cannot ſee the Beauty, Force, or Em- 
phaſis of this Aſſertion of the Author of this 
_ - Epiſtle to the Hebrews. They did not want 


to be told, that the God of the Jeg was a 
conſuming Fire. Their Hiſtory gave many 


Inſtances of it. But it has great Force and 
Beauty if it relate to Chriſt, in order to pre · 


vent Hebrew - Chriſtians from apoſtatizing 


from Chriſtianity, to put them in Mind, that 
Chriſt, the God and King of us Chriſtians, 


will be a conſuming Fire to rebellious and 
difobedient Chriſtians, as Fehovab the King 


of the HVraelites was to rebellious and diſobe- 


dient Jes; and is the ſame Motive againſt 


. > 


- Apoſtacy, that he had us'd chap. x. ver: 26, 
— ACER 1 e | ? | 
But after all I can ſay to ſupport this O- 
pinion, it is but a juſt Deference due to this 
incomparable Commentator, to conſider the 


Arguments by which he ſupports the con- 
trary. He endeavours to prove, that it is 
God the Father who is refer'd to here, by 
two Arguments drawa from the Prophecy 
of Haggai, whence this Paſſage is quoted 
by the Author of this Epiſtle, fie aue that 


It is manifeſt, from ver. 26. that the Per- 


« fon ſpeaking, is He whoſe Voice at Mount 


| & Sinai ſhook the Earth, and who had pro- | 


KS, | I 5 miſed 


5 
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* once more TI ſhall not only ſhake the 


if we conſult that Prophet, chap. ii. 6, 7. 
we can't reaſonably doubt, that God the 
© Father is the Perſon who there makes the 
„ Promiſe. For not to inſiſt upon his be- 
* 10g call'd over and over the Lord of Hoſts, 
Which Title appears peculiar to the Fa- 
ther: He that ſpeaketh there, is he that 


* promiſeth, That the Deſire of all Nations 


hall come. And 1 ſuppoſe, all will grant, 


&« that according to the Stile of the Old Te- 


« ſtament, the Father is the Perſon who 


 * promiſes his People that Chrilt ſhould. 


F 3 | 
I hope I ſhall be forgiven, if I differ from 


this moſt able New Teſtament Critick, to 
whom the World is ſo much obliged, and to 
whom I am ſo greatly indebted. But I can= 
not help thinking, that Lord [or Jehowab] 
of Hoſts ia Haggai, and in the Old Teſta- 
ment, always ſignifies the Word; and from 


_ Exod. iii. the King of Iſrael, or of the Holt 


of Iſrael, ſpeaking and acting in the Name 
of the moſt High: I hope this will be for- 


given me, the rather ſince I have, in the 
main, ſo able an Old Teſtament Critick on 
my Side, as the learned Ainſeporth. {See his 
Commentary on the Pentateuch paſſim. ] 


| Indeed, I think, this is Mr. Peirce's ori- 6 
ginal Miſtake, and that has led him here 


miſed by the Prophet Haggai, that yet 


Earth, but the Heavens ”. He adds, Now - 


r 8 an 
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out of . Way. He ake Ind of Hoſts 


9 denote the Father, and then he could not 
make good the Apoſtle s Quotation from 
Haggai (which on this Occafion, as on all 


orhers, he ſeems very intent at all Adven- 


tures to do for the Honour of the Chriſtian 
Religion; tho* ſometimes not very fortu- 
_ nately). without ſuppoſing the Author of 


this Epiſtle to refer here to the Father. | 
This learned Man adds, (That it is the 


5 fame Perſon that promiſes, That the De- 
& fire of all Nations ſhall come, which muſt 


„ be the Father”. But Mr. Pezrce could 


not juſtly lay any Streſs upon this Reaſon, . 


uſe he owr*d there was another Reading, 


which he did not diſapprove) and which 
_ totally enervates this Argument; ig. The 
led of all Nations ſhall come Which i is the 
Reading ot the LXX Ka. Net 2 N - 


7 299, They reading, as he ſuppoſes, 


Chamudoth, for C hemeddath, in their opies. 


See his Note, chap. xii. Oer. 26. But if ; 


the Defire of all Nations ſhall come, be tlie 
true Reading, why may not Zehonab, the 


ora, ſpeaking not in his own Name, but 


in the, Name of the moſt High, and conſe- 
her, ſay, And the 
; tho” it was 


all Nations ſhall cite; 


himſelf ? [See a like Manner of Speaking, 
Exod. xxiii. 20---24 ] 


Thus I hope I have prov'd by ſeveral 


| Texts of S el and particularly by He- 
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brews xii. 25, 26. (which 1 have ſo latge- 


ly infiſted on) that i was the Mord who 
made all the great Appearances and Mani- 
feſta tions of God's Will to our firſt Parents, 
to the Patriarchs, and to the Maelitiſb Pe 
ple. But we muſt always carry it along 
with us, that he never acted or ſpake in his 
own Name, but in the Name of the moſt 
High, whom he perſonated as his Angel, 
acting as his chief Miniſter and Meſſenger, 
and by his Authority; without any Autho- 
Tritz;of his own, as he afterwards did, When 
he, by Inheritance, obtain d a more excellent 
Name than the Angels, being appointed the 
Heir of all Things, Heb. i. 4 2. He ſeems 
alſo to be call'd, Michael the Arcb. angel, 


b (perhaps for that Reaſon, ez. his being the - 


- greateſt Miniſter or Meſſenger, God ever did, 
or could ſend) Jude 4. Rev. x. 7. 1. 1 Thefſ. 
iv. 16. compar'd with John v. 25. See 


Mr. Peirce's Note on Philippians, ii. 9: 


He is alſo calld the Prince cf God's People, 


and the Captain [Prince] of God's Hoſt. See 
. Foſh. V. 13, 14, 15. Dan. viii. 11. X. I; 21. 
Xil. 1. And likewiſe the Prince of Princes, 


Dan. viii. 25. That this Prince of the Hoſt 


Was Jehooah himſelf, who was the King of 
Iſrael, tho? acting in the Name of the moſt 

_ High, ia the Text I quoted laſt, is plain, be- 
cauſe the Sanctuary is called HIS; thats, 
the Prince ef the Hoſts, Dan. viii. 11. 


BP 
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I ſuppoſe, however, that this chief Mini- 
ſter, or Meſſenger (who had theſe various 
Names) was always attended with a Reti- 
nue, or Hoſt of Angels, which made part 
of the Pillar of Cloud, and the Pillar of Fire, 


in which he appear'd. See Pſal. Ixviii. 17. 
Will. 9, o. Civ. 3, 4. But His [Zehbovah's] 


Preſence was diſtinct from his Retinue, or 


any of them: As appears, not only from 

the Thing it ſelf, but from the Word SD. 
chan, habitauit, whence the Word Shechinah 
comes, which is often us'd in the Targum, 
and by the Rabinical Writers. For tho? the 


Mord might be ſaid to inhabit a Cloud of _ 


. Glory, as well as to dwell among us in Fleſh 

afterwards ; yet the Word can't, with the 
like Propriety, be ſaid ro have inhabited his 
Retinue. Beſides, that the Preſence of Je- 
hooah was diſtin from the Retinue of An- 
Far or any of them, will farther appear, 
from comparing Exodus, xxxiii. verſe 2, 3. 
with cer. 12, 16. For He, or his Pre- 
ſence, is diſtinguiſh'd from the Angel, in all 


thoſe Verſes. And ſince the Angels are cal- 


led his Chariots, as in the laſt quoted Pſalme, 
ſure Jebodab muſt be different from them; 
as he mutt be from the Cherubs, the Hea- 
vens, or the Winds, who rideth on the Cheraub, 
or on the Heavens, or onthe Wings of the Mind 
by bis Name Jab, Pſal. Ixvui. 5. And 
it is Moreover expreſly ſaid of this Retinue 
of Angels, that he Lord is among them 
4 155 od; | 45 
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as [he was] in Sinai [when it was] in Holi- 
neſs, ver. 18. Now he that was among his 
Retinue, ſure muſt be diſtiaQt from them. 


Perhaps ſome will ſay to me, in Reply to 


What I have juſt now ſaid, ©& That the moſt 
* High is ſaid to dwell in Heaven, in Light 


. and Glory, to be ſeated on his Throne, 


1 


Hand, Gc. Let you muſt agree, that 
theſe Things are not ſaid of the moſt 
High literally, but figuratively; that is, 
that there are ſome peculiar Manifeſtati- 
ons of his Will, his Wiſdom, his Good- 
neſs, or his Power, made by ſome Mi- 


' Beings : And why may not you then 
* allow, that all theſe, and ſuch like Ex- 
preſſions in the Texts you have juſt quo- 
ted, may be us'd figuratively, and not li- 
ce terally of the Mord under the Name of 
« Fehovah? And then, how do you make 
<«'jt appear from theſe Texts that you have 
© laft quoted, that Fehonah, the Word, is 


4 diſtinct from his Retinue of Angels? If 


any one ſhall put this Queſtion to me, f an- 


ſwer, that the Difference is this; That we 


muſt expound theſe Expreſſions figuratively, 
when they are predicated of the Omnipre- 
ſeat and Inviſible Being, becauſe every. one 


ſees, we cannot interpret them literally of 
him: But then we muſt not depart from 


the Letter, as all Interpreters allow, when 


U 2 0 there 


UI [ 


and to have Chriſt firtiog on his Right 


niſter or Miniſters of His, to other 


— — 
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there is no Neceſſity : Aad therefore the 
Texts that ſpeak of Zehovab the King of Jra- 
el, or the Word's, coming, ſtaying, or going, 
aſcending, or deſcending ; appearing, or diſap- 
7501 15 ; all this muſt be d literal- 


y of him, who is nor inviſible, bur zbe Image 
of the inviſible God; the Breaking forth of 
the Father's Glory, and the 25 5 Image 


deed was in tbe beginning with God, and was 


—— and yet was in the World, (tho? the 


World knew him not) and came unto his 
own, (tho? his own received him not) even 


before he was made Fleſb, John i. 2, 10, 11, 


1 muſt own, the acute, ingenious, and 
| 31 . 3 
learned Dr. Margan has urg'd an Objection 


againſt this Notion, with all the Force that 


I: believe it is capable of receiving, in his 


Preface to bis Collettion of Tratts. I believe 
what he has ſaid there, has ſhaken the O- 
pinion. of a great many, who were of the 
Sentiment I have advanc'd; as Town it did 


mine, till 1 conſider'd the Thing more di. 


ſtinctly. The Paſſage is too long to tran- 


ſcribe here, but 1 will endeavour to repre- 
ſent the full force of it. His Opinion, 1 
think, is this; That the Author of the 


„ Epiitle to the Hebrets ſuppoſes, that the 

| „Mrd never ſpake before he was incarnate; 
_* whea he ſays, Heb. i. 2. God, whom 
*.{pake to our Fai 


J.... T 
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es ſpoken to us in theſe laſt Days, by his 
& * And when he Ber the re fes. 
« ken BY ANGELS 10 the Word ſpoken -4 
< THE LORD, chap. ii. 2, 3. and alſo 
% when he aſſerts, ger. 5. That God bath 
< not put the World [or Age] to come, that 
« is the Kingdom that cant he ſhaken, (as 
© he exprejes it, chap. xii. 28.) or the 
e Goſpel Kingdom, to Angels; but to the Son 
< of Man, ver. 6— 10. It being there 
« ſtrongly implied, that the former Age, 
& or the Jewiſh State, was in Subjection to 
: an Angel or Angels, and not to the Son of 
% Man. So that he thinks the Word. had 
„ not any Management over the Jerviſb 
„People till he became the Son of Man.“ 


This, I think (with what will be farther 


_ obſerved preſently) has all the Force of his 


Argument, as I believe the Reader will 
think, if he turns to that Preface to which I | 


refer him. And though that incomparable 
Commentator] Mr. Peirce thinks that the 
Ac, or the Word, had the Management 
of the Jeuiſßh People, and ſpoke to Joſbua 
as the Prince of the Hoſt ; (See his Note on 
Phil. ii. 9. (g);) yet he thinks the Word 
never ſpoke or appeared, unleſs in that In- 
ſtance, or was ever ſent on any Meſſages, 
before He was incarnate: (See his Note, 
Hieb. i. a. (d):) Which however does not ſeem 
a very probable Hypotheſis. Now I have 
the Happineſs thus tac to agree with toe 
: CAE, | eic 
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excellent Writers, that the Son could not 


ſpeak to the eus before he was a Prophet 
mighty in Word and Deed : Let J have in- 


deavoured to prove, that the Mord did ſpeak 
to them and their Anceſtors, before He was 


made Fleſh. The only true Solution of this 
Difficulty, which the Doctor and Mr. Peirce 


have urg'd ſo ſtrongly, is, that the Word, 


before he was made Fleſh, is not in the Stile 


of the Author of this Epiſtle, the Sn, the 
Tord, or the Syn of Man, but an Angel; 


being then conſider'd as the Miniſter and 


Meſſenger of the Father, and acting in his 


Name and Stead; though he then was he 
Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon. That he was 
not the Son of Man, before he took Fleſh of 
the Virgin, will readily be allow'd me. 


That he was not the Lord too, I think will 
not be much diſputed ; becauſe though cal- 
led 7Zehovah, as I apprehend, (which our 


Tranſlators, as well as the Septuagint, have 


render d Lord, though wrongfully , ſince 
they ſhould always have us'd Zebooah as a2 


proper Name, as the learned Ainſworth 
does every 'where in his Tranſlation of the 
Pentateuch) yet he did not act in his own 


Nams, but ig che Name of rhe moſt Füge! 
And Peter makes this the Sum or Concluſi- 


on of his firſt and long | Diſcourſe after 
Cphriſt's Aſcenſion, AA ii. 36. That all the 
Hbnſe of Iſrael ſhould know aſſurediy, = N 


God bath | viz. now| made that ſame Feſus, 
| [approved of God among you as a Prophet, 
er. 23. whom ye have crucified, both 
LORD and Chriſt. See alſo Acts v. 30, 3 t. 

and Phil. ii. 11. I think this will be much 
the more readily allow d, if it be conſider'd, 

that Lord generally, if not always, ſigniſies 

Mediator, when it is predicated of Chriſt in 
the New Teſtament ; and then every one 

ſees, that it is not likely that the Vord before 
he was incarnate, ſhould be ever ſtiled che 

J am ſenſible it will be more earneſtly 
contended, that he was the Son, and that he 
was not an Angel in the Stile of this. Epiſtle : 

For I ſuppoſe it will not be denied, that he 

is call'd an Angel, Mal. iii. 1. compar'd . 
with Mat. xi. 10. Mark i. 2. Luke i. 76. 

vii. 27. But to be ſure, he may be calFd an 

Angel, in the Stile of this Epiſtle, if be thea 

was a Miniſter, and Meſſenger 2 Fa- 

ther; without having a Kingdom of his 
own, or a Kingdom, which he was to ad- 
miniſter in his own Name. For that is the 
plain Deſcription of an Angel in this Epiſtle, 
chap. i. 7. and 14. Are they net all MINE 

STRING Spirits, SENT FORTH 
for the good, &? And every one knows that 
Angel ſigniſies Meſſenger in the Greek and 
Hebrew. And indeed, the Scripture does 

not deſcribe Beings ſo much by their meta- 
- phyſical Nature, as by their . 
8 8 | T5 | - ö . At 
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Attributes, Characters and Offices. And it 


is in this 'Senſe alone, that I underſtand the 
Word to be called an Angel, or an Archan- 
el; and not on Account of his Nature, 


'which is to be ſure very different from, 
and vaſtly ſuperior to, the Nature of the 
angelick Rank and Order. 
And that the Mord was not the Son, in 
the Stile of the Author of this Epiſtle, before 


his Incarnation, notwithſtanding that he 
was then the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, 


and the expreſs Tmage of bis Perſon, Heb. i.2. 


is plain from the following Conſiderations, 
(1.) That the Deſcription he here gives of 
the Son did not then agree to him. The De- 
ſcription he gives of the Son, 7s the Heir of 
all Things, Now indeed the Jes wete his 
own, or his own People, before He was in- 
carnate, John i. 11. But the Gentiles, tho? 
promiſed Him as his Inheritance, Pſal. ii. 7. 
were nor given actually into his Poſſeſſion till 


after his Reſurrection. Then Feſus was in- 


deed DECLARED 70 be the Son of God, 
according 10 the Spirit of Holineſs, Rom. i. 4. 
For then it was declared in Words as well as 
in Fact, that 40 Power was given him in 
Heaven and in Earth, Mat. xxviii. 18. (That 


is in a Stile uſual ro the Prophets, and to 
Chriſt the great Prophet, c. that all Pow- 


er would ſoon and certainly be given him: 
Tuſt as he ſays immediately after: to his Apo- 
Mes, Go, and teach all Nations; though 


He : 


Fr 
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High, Luke xxiv. 49.) Thus Zeſus was 
declared to be the Son of God at his Reſura 


rection, according to Pal. it. 7. Thou art 
my Son, this Day have J begotten thee: 
which is always apply d by St. Paul to 


Chriſt's Reſurrection; but he was not actu- 


ally inveſted with the Right of Sonſhip, or 


with the Inheritance, to which he was be⸗ 
gotten from the Dead, till his Aſcenſion : 
When, as St. Peter ſays, He was raiſed to 
David's Throne, AQs ii. 30. or exalted. by 

the right Hand of Ggd, to fit on God's own 


| right Hand, till all his Enemies were made. 


his Fuat ſtool: And when, as St. Peter adds, 


Feſus was not only made Lord [or Media- 


tor] but CHRIST for King] Acts ii. 


BY: JJ —===J7«:. Hence it is, that upon Chriſt's 


Exaltation, we are ſaid to be, not only 
Heirs of God, but JOINT HEIRS. 


WITH JESUS CHRIST: We being 
to be delicered from the Bondage of Currup- 


tion into the glorious Liberty tbe Sons of 
Cod; and God having predeſtinated us to 


be conformed to the Image of his dear Sn: 
Namely, that as: we ſuffer with Him, we. 
ſhould be glorified with Him, or reign with- 
Him in Glory, Rom. viii. 17,21, 30, 2 Lim. ii. i2. 


(ö 2% The Author of this Epiſtle ſays, cer. 4. 


- That.Ghrift is made ſo much better than tbe 
Angela in as nuch as be hath by Inheritance 


5 1 3 X | obs. | 
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He afterwards iat them ſtay at Jeruſalem, | 
till they were: endued, with Power from: on 
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obtained [or as be hath inherited] a more 
excellent Name than they. [viz. that of a 
Son, and- conſequently the Dominion and 
Authority of a Son.]J Now Inheritance al- 
ways enters into the Notion of Sonſhip : As 
the Inheritance of Zehovah was the Jewiſh 
| People, Deut. xxxii. 9. ſo the Inheritance of 
Chrift is the Chriſtian People, (Eph. i. 
II, 12. In whom alſo we are inherited, 
Le e] viz. by Chriſt ; fee alſo 
2 Pet. ii. 9.) or his Church (which he pur- 
chaſed with his own Blood, Acts xx. 28.) 
or his Kingdom, and the Power to which 
he is advanc'd in order to manage it. See 
Eph. i. 20—23. iv. 9, 10. Heb. ii. 9, 10. 
Xit. 2. And we learn from Phil. ii. g. that 
it was becauſe, 7hough he was in the Form 
[or Appearance of God, that be emptied 
| bimlſelf, and took upon him the Form [or Ap- 
pearance] of a Servant [or Miniſter, oi. of 
the Circumciſion, Rom. xv. 8.] and the 
Likeneſs of Man, and that he humbled him- 
ſelf by becoming obedient to Death, even the 
Deaths the Croſs, that God hath given Him 
 a@ NAME above every Name, that every 
Tongue ſhould confeſs that Chriſt is Lord, 
. ) He is deſcribed as the firſt Begorten, 
WHEN HE IS n INTO 
THE WORLD, Heb. i. 6. If this means 
his Birth, it will be a greeable to what the 
Angel Gabriel told the 8 vi in, Luke i. 35. 


7 90 One; of rhe: Hrgoeſt. come 8 = 
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and the Holy & hoſt ſhall overſhadowthee, there- 
fore that holy Thing that ſhall be born of thee, 
ſhall be called the Son of God. Or if it means 
his Reſurrection, as is moſt likely, from 
God's being faid, to bring him again [Te] 
into the World, as Mr. Peirce thinks, it is 
agreeable to the Texts that ſpeak of his 
RKReſurrection, under the Notion of God's 

begetting him from the Dead. Or if it re- 
lates to his Coming again the ſecond Time ; 
into the World, as Mr. Joſ. Mede, and ſome = 
other of the Millenary Writers think, it is | 
agreeable to thoſe Texts, which ſpeak of 

his Coming again with the Angels as W | 

his Commands, Mat. xxiv. 30, 31. and with | 

all other inconceivable Power, Pomp and 
Glory. And in any of theſe Senſes he could 
not be the Son, in the Stile of this Epiſtle, 
before Ho was incifnare. TON 

(.) One of the Texts which is quoted to = 

prove him the Son, is from Pſal. ii. 7. [hou art 
my Son, this Day have T begotten T hee, Now ? 1 

St. Paul, when he quotes this Text, always 
applies it to the Reſurrection of Chriſt; ſee 
JJC ͤ ˙ % “ 
(,.) Another Text which is quoted to 
prove him the Son, is from Pſal. xlv. 6, 7. 

But unto the Son. He ſaith, Thy Throne, 0 

God, is for ever and ever: A 1 of Righte- 

ouſneſs is the Sceptre 7 ˖ ngdom, Thon 


aft loved Righteouſneſs and hated Iniquity : | 
Therefore, O God, 5 T hy God hath —_ 5 
e 2. thee - 
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d bes doith the Oil of Gladneſs above thy Fol- 
„ lows; Now this evidently belongs to his 


aA gnointiag after his Aſcenſion, becauſe it is 
 _quored after P/ ii. 7. Which is always ap- 
plied by St. Faul to Chriſt's Reſurrection; 
* has been juſt obſerv'd. Beſides, tho' Fe. 
uus way anointed as a Prophet (or as a 
Teacher, and a Worker of Miracles) in the 
Paps of his Fleſh, 46s x. 38; yet he was 
not anointed as a Prieſt and a King, till at- 
ter his A ſcenſion, when it pleaſed the Fa- 
ther, that in Him ail Fulneſs ſhould dwell ; 
| r der the Spirit of the Father; and there- 
by being anoinged for the Adminiſtration of 
that greater Kingdom, that He was to re- 
ceive beyond his Fellows, Or when, in 
other Words of Scripture, by the eternal 
2 He offered himſelf unto God in the 


no more) it will equally ſerye pur preſent 
#5 purpoſe. 7 is 26 FF en N 
_ ©. I, as theſe excellent Writers add, it be 
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4. Perſon that ſpoke the Salvation of the 
“ Goſpel, than of the Perſon that ſpoke the 


* 
* 
— 


* 
6 . 
vy 


« Law?” I anſwer, that I agree, that the 4 


Authority of the Perſon that ſpoke the Gof: 


pel is greater than the Authority of the Per- 
ſon that ſpoke the Law; but not from the 
greater Authority of a greater Perſon : (For 
the Word, before He took Fleſh, and after 
He took Fleſh, is the ſame Perſon) But only 


-. = the greater Authority that reſults from 


the higher Character of the ſame. Perſon: 


Ina as much as the Word, by taking the 


Body that God had prepar'd for him, in 


Which He became obedient tio Death, and 
_ riſing again from the Dead, and aſcending 


to the right Hand of Power (or admini- 
ſtring all Power in his own Name) is be- 


come the Son in the Stile of this Epiſtle: 
Which is a far higher Character, than that 

of the Word, before He toolt Fleſh, ſpeaking 

only as the Miniſter and Meſſenger of the 


Father, in the Father's Names: And conſe- 
quently in the Character of an Angel or 
Archangel : And it is as good Reaſoning 


in the Author of this Epiſtle, to ſay, Give 


greater Attention to the Meſſage delivered 
e by the ſame Perſon advanced to a much 


%; higher. Character: as 10 \ſay, Give 


©, vered by an higher Perſon; as we 
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a much greater Attention and Regard: to 
What has been ſaid to them by the King's 
Son, the Electoral Prince of Saxony, ſince 
he was the King of Poland's prime Miniſter, 
aide. 


| I will here likewiſe add ſome Thoughts, 
Which, if they had been printed in their 
proper Place, which is juſt after Corollary 
Gre, -ſhould have made Corollary the 
It is very obvious, That all I have faid of 
the Means [Mean] of Religion in the fore- 
going Corollaries, and the Main of what I 
have ſaid about them in the foregoing Eſſay, 
relates to the great internal Mean of Reli- 
ion; that is to ſay, the Motive that God 
bas ever propos'd to Mankind to induce 
them to be Religious: Having ſaid little 
more of the great external Mean of Religion 
(or if you pleaſe of the great Mean of Pro- 
gidence) than what was ſometimes proper 
to carry on the Thread of the Diſcourſe, or 
at leaſt is contained in ſome incidental Paſ- 
ages of it. But it may not be improper 
here, to define what underſtand” by the 
great external Mean of : Religion Cor Provi- 
dence] the better to diſtioguiſh it from the 

internal; and to ſhew; how the Former has 

kept pace with the Latter, and run through 

Bo ns, : 0 | exter- 
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external Mean of Religion or Providence. 


then I underſtand, the Method which God 
has taken with Mankind to prevent their 
nattention to this great internal Mean of 
Religion, or the Motive that was propoſed to 
them, in order to induce them to be Religi- 
ous. And to what purpoſe could that Motive 


have ſerv'd, if a Method had not been ta- 


ken, to prevent an Inattention to it, and 
an jntire Diſſipation of Thought, among 


the vain or vicious Pleaſures of Life? What 


I point at is the Separation, which God by 
various Means brought about, between his 
own Children and Subjects, and the Chil- 


dren and Subjects of the Devil: Leſt by 


the natural Courſe of Things, they ſhould 


2 have drawn off the Thoughts of God's Chil- 


dren and Subjects from their Inheritance 


in a future Life, through the fooliſh and 


wicked Amuſements of the preſent Life; 


if they had not endeavour'd it ſtudioufly, | 
and on purpoſe; as it can't be ſuppos d but 


they Would. ns 
This external Mean runs vilibly 


through all God's Diſpenſations, in a wiſe 
and beautiful Manner, and has been per- 


fectly adjuſted to the Circumſtances of 


Mankind, from the firſt to the laſt of _ 


them; as I have ſhewn in ſome Inſtances 


in this Eſſay; whilſt I have omitted ſeve- 
ral others, in order to preſerve the Unit 

of the internal Mean the better. I will 
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therefore now repreſent the great external 


Mean in one ſhort view, by only juſt men- 


tioning} the Inſtances, where it plainly ap- 
- pears: As I think it will be readily allow- 


ed it does, in the Separation, of the Fami- 
lies of Cain and Seth: —— In drowning 


the old World, when againſt all God's 
- Methods. and Warnings, the Sons of God 


would mingle and make Affinity with 
the Daughters of Men: — In preſer- 
ving Noab, the only righteous Man of that 


World, who had paid Obedience to God's 


Commands in particular Laws, as well as 


in others, to , which his Obedience to 


that particular Command naturally led: 


ls che Confuſioa of Languages at 
Zabel, and the Diſperſion or Separation 


that enſued: —— In. God's calling Abra- 
ham from among his idolatrous Relations 


and Friends in Urr of the Ghaldees i — la 
direiog him to a ſeparate and ſolitary Life 


in Canaan; where, to the laſt, he had no 
Poſſeſſion belides a Field to bury. in; and 


where: he took all .the Precautions imagin- 5 
able againſt any manner of Alliance be- 
tween his Family and the Inhabitants of the 
Land; as Jſaac and Jacob did afterwards; 


In directing Jaac and Jacob to lead 


the, ſame manner of Life thar Abraham 
had done before: —— And (when the 
Famine forced- Fac} and his Family zo go 
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knew that the conftant Courſe of God's 
Providence, -as well as the Nature of the 
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* — 
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Thing, called for a like Separation) to po- 
cure Goſhen for their Reſilience : A Cob 
try where they might live ſeparate from 
the Eg yptiant, and follow a Trade (28. 
of Cattle) which render'd them odious to 
teach other: —— Ia carrying them out 


of Eg ypt after they had caught its Idolatry 
— 4 


fy . Brick - kilns of _ CO a3 — 1 
a u 1 „ When ti Egyptian 
Lan IT lad den from going 2 the 
Wilderneſs to worſhip Fehroab their God, 
as he had commanded them; and would 
__ entice them by their Magicians to the Wor- 
| ſhip of the Devil: — In carrying the 
Children of Iſrael into the Wilderness, 
When they were become too numerous to 
| tive as a feparate Family; and fo keeping 
them at rhe greateſt Diſtance from other 
People, by means of the Place, as well as 
by erecting them into an earthly Kingdom, 
under Himſelf, as their King, as alſo by the 
Laws he there gave them; particularly 
thoſe of Circumciſion, Sabbaths, other 
and Purifications, quite different from the 
Rites of the Heathen, if not oppoſite to 
them; all which Methods were manifeſtly 
intended to prevent any Affinity with the 
Hleathen, and — Converſation, * 
nn OO Ou op fo 2 
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And Jolly that leads to it: —— In keep- 
ing this People in the Wilderneſs, till the 
Race that had been tainted with Egyptian 
Idolatry was quite extinct; and till a new 
Race was ſprung up, that had not been in- 
feed: A Race, that had been kept ſepa- 
rate from all other People; that knew no 
So, but the God of Jrael; and had all 
along liv'd on his miraculous Care and 


Bounty: — In ordering them to deſtroy | 


all the Inhabitants of Canaan, that they 
might not mingle with them, ſerve their 
Gods, and learn their. Manners: — in 
Keeping them all along a diſtindt and ſepa- 


In 


rate People, When they were ſettled in the 


Land of Promiſe:— In ſending divers 


Tadgments on them hen they or their 
rings made Affiaity with other Nations, c 


+ and wonſhip'd their Gods; —— In or- , 
* dering 


4 Babylniih- Captivity: —— In preſerving 


them to ſeparate themſelves from 
nge Wives they had married in their 


them a: ſeparate People whereſoever they 


Were ſcattered :. [See to this purpoſe; Dr. 


25 Burners Demonſiration of irus Ne 


55 2 Vol. II. p. 110— 210] - And : 
_. oo: all, in the ſmall. ſeparate. Socieeyiof : 
* which Jeſus gathered in his Life- 


time; and the like Societies which his Apo- 
'" les gathered after his Aſcenſion; When it 
Was viſible, that neither God's ſingle Fami- 
* mr n Kit gdom;' would: reclaim | 
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the World from Idolatry, to the Worſhip of 
Himſelf; nor keep up Virtue in any great 
Degree in the Body of Men, to which His 
Family and the Theocracy were confined: - 
And when yet at the ſame Time God had 
by that ſingle Family and Theocracy ſuffi- 
Ciently prepared Men and Things for the. 
Appearance of Jeſus in the Fleſh; to the 
Intent, that inſtead of God's having only 
one People and Nation, he might take to 


_ Himſelf a People out of all the idolatrous _ 
Countries of the World by Chriſt, and then 
give them to him, as his Church, King- 
dom and Inheritance: By the Means of 
which ſeparate Societies (though in a peate-- 
able and orderly Manner) God's People 
Pere ſtill to be kept a diſtin& and ſeparate 
Body from the Idolaters, the Atheiſts, tbe 
| Scepticks, and the Vicious in all thoſe Couns * © 
| tries, to avoid being wnequally yoked with 
|| #hem, and to keep themſelves a peculiar People © 
. to him, and his Cbrift, zealous of good Works. 
This ſtricter Separation of Chriſtians was 
the more neceffary in the firſt Beginnings of 
Chriſtianity , "when inſtead” of any fuch 
— *Fhiang, as a Chriſtian Nation in the World, 3 
ae Chriſtians liv every where, amogg ( 
- nothing but bigotted ſuperſtitious Jet or 1 


By thus explaining my Meaning about the 
great external Mean of Religion, every ons ". - ' 
_ Will eaſily ſee, how, it is diftinguifh'd from 
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the internal Mean of Religi 
Motive to the Religion of the End; "that is 
removing what would prevent that Motive's 
beigg preſent to the Mind; and — 2 
1ly from having any force on it: This s ur- 
niſhing the ſtrongeſt Perſuaſive to Piery and 
Virtus; that is taking away the greateſt 
Temptation againſt them This is a Method 
to cure the Plague of the Heart; that is to 
prevent freſh Infection: This is Revelation; 
that is Providence. Thus they differ; and 
. thisi is the Relation they bear to each other? 
But on the other hand, in this they agree: 
that as the internal Mean of Religion is one, 
ſo is the external Mean of Religion one alſo. 
For as the firſt is the Motive to every Thing 
. is good, ſo the laſt is a Separation fro . 
Bad. They alſo agree in another Parti- 
cular; that as the one internal Mean af Re- 
gion was differently exhibired and aſcer- : 
tain d in different Ages and Diſpenſations, - 
| ſo was the one great external Mean of Re- 
gion differently accompliſh'd in them: And 
finally, that as the one internal Mean of 
Religion, differently exhibited and aſcer- 
tain'd in different Ages, Was yet, in thoſe 
- different Exhibitions and Securities under 
the different Diſpenſations, beautifully our 
= d to the Circumſtances. of ad, 


to each hers fo the one great external 
an of Reli ell differently accompliſh'd, 


do ag We ade i ia that * 4 


3 2 
Y * 


4 Ag of Mankind. in-thoſe Diſpenſations ; "Io 
at the ſame Time, that every later Method 


of Accompliſhment bore a juſt Proportion to 
thoſe which went before. All Which may 
ſerve to 'ſhew ſtill more fully, the great 


Unity of the main Plot, and the great 8Sim- 
plicity, and beautiful and well proportion d 


Variety of the chief under-Plots of the great 
Drama of moral Providence, in the ſeve- 
ral Ages of the World: And is at the ſame 


Time but agreeable to the Methods of God's 
Providence over the natural World; where 
the wiſeſt Deſigns are always compaſſed by 


the moſt proper and ſimple Means; all bear- 


ing the moſt beautiful Symmetry and . 


n to each other. 5 
There have been many other external 


5 Means of Religion or Providence, which 
God has often uſed to prevent a Diſtraction 
of Mens Thoughts, and to prpcure their At- | 
Tention to the internal Mean of Religion. 5 
They are to be met with in ſeveral Parts of 
the Bible, and ſome of them up and down 
in ſeveral Parts of this Eſſay. All God's 
Mliercies and Judgments, 1 and Mi- 


racles, may be rank d under this Head, Bur 


I proper being Occaſional and Various, are nog | 
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